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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


COMMENTS on the six type plans of houses published by the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government are on p. 698 


SOME PERSPECTIVES of the winning design in the competition 
for an Olympic Stadium at Melbourne are published on p. 709 


A SUMMARY of the third report of the Girdwood Committee, 
published on Tuesday, appears on * p. 715 


A CALL to members of the London Builders’ Conference to end 
their activities ‘‘in the national and their own interests”? was 
made by the Minister of Works on November 7. p. 717 


THE HOUSING PROGRESS REPORTS presented to 
Parliament on November 5 show that last September was 
Britain’s best month since the war for permanent house com- 
petitions. p. 720 








BUILDING AND THE PUBLIC 


STORM of criticism of the methods of the London 

Builders’ Conference and its allied bodies has broken 
in the lay Press, following a question by Mr. Percy Wells in 
the House of Commons on Friday last and an answer by 
Mr. Eccles in which the Minister of Works, oe Jap ys. that 
no Government could remain “ indifferent ” " arrange- 
ments which limit competition and raise the price "of building,” 
called upon the builder members of the Conference “ to 
look closely at their arrangements and to end them in the 
national interest and their own.” 


Mr. Wells’ speech (an extended report of which is given 
on page 717 of this issue) was expected. What was not 
anticipated was the form taken by his remarks—a factual, 
and, on the whole, accurate description of the method by 
which the Conference operates but one without any reference 
to the current system of placing contracts by which builders 
of every category and standard of ability are invited to put 
in prices in unequal competition, a system from which 





undoubted evils arise. Mr. Eccles did something in his answer 
to restore a sense of perspective, but the fact remains that the 
whole building industry, and not only those firms (a small 
proportion of the whole) who belong to the London Builders’ 
Conference, is now standing at the bar of public opinion, on 
the charge of resorting to price fixing against the public 
interest. In the background stands the sanction of reference 
to the Monopolies Commission. 


This situation should never have arisen. Following the 
action of the Royal Institute of British Architects in July, 
1951, in reaffirming its pre-war decision disapproving of the 
methods of the Conference, the subject was fully ventilated 
in our columns when the suggestion was made that architects, 
surveyors and builders should get together and explore ways 
and means of amending the present methods of placing 
contracts so as to make unnecessary any recourse to the 
“* fair price ” machinery of the London Builders’ Conference. 
Again, as recently as August 29 last, we pointed to the odium 
which might attach to the whole industry unless it took 
positive action to put its house in order. Our proposal that 
the existing ad hoc Committee be augmented and that it should 
“ consider and report with all possible speed upon the means 
for securing improvement of the present manner of placing 
building contracts” has, in our view unfortunately, not 
been followed. For this some blame must attach to the 
R.I.B.A. which, instead of exercising its function as the 
leader of the building team, passed on responsibility for 
calling such a meeting to the Ministry of Works which 
has now thrown the ball back firmly to the Institute. “ The 
lead should come from the R.I.B.A.,” said Mr. Eccles on 
Friday, “‘ and the Ministry of Works will give all the help 
it can.””’ Three months have been wasted, and the initiative 
is now not with the industry. 


Recrimination will not help. What is wanted is positive 
action and this we propose should be on two lines. __ First, 
some sense of proportion urgently needs to be restored to the 
situation in so far as the public sees it. This may not be 
easy, for the background to present-day tendering is highly 
complex and technical. Nevertheless, the attempt must be 
undertaken, and the point made that the membership of the 
London Builders’ Conference is small as compared with the 
total number of employers. No less is it important that it 
be made clear that the conference, so far from comprising an 
anti-social element, contains within its membership many of our 
greatest firms whose record in fine building for the community 
stancs high. There has been nothing illegal in their conduct. 


The second need is longer-term in character, and consists 
in speedily bringing together all the elements concerned in 
this dispute and in uniting efforts to find satisfactory alterna- 
tives to present contract-placing arrangements. Some of 
the evils inherent in these arrangements have already been 
outlined ; it is they which brought the Conference into being ; 
to repeat an opinion expressed in our earlier articles, ‘‘ the view 
that the Conference is not the answer to them must not be 
taken as meaning that we consider such evils must be borne 
indefinitely.” 

There must be no further procrastination in grappling with 
this problem, admittedly a thorny one. The industry— 
led by the R.I.B.A.—must take the lead and regain the initia- 
tive in managing its own affairs. The London Builders’ 
Conference, faced by Mr. Eccles with a direct request to 
disband, must soon take a decision. ‘The fact that the “ fair 
price” scheme is at present applied, according to the Con- 
ference Chairman, to less than one in 500 of the contracts 
coming under notice of the Conference indicates that current 


conditions render the Conference’s activities largely 
unnecessary, and so must facilitate its voluntary 
disbandment. 


The demise of the Conference will, nevertheless, in no 
way dispose of the evils which gave it rise, and the building 
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industry and the Government will do well to keep that 
essential fact well in mind. In the interests of the public, 
no less than to the benefit of the building industry, an accept- 
able solution must be found. 


THE COST OF HOUSES 


[NX the Queen’s Speech at the opening of Parliament last 

week, the Government promised more homes for the 
people. The building industry will be among the first to 
congratulate them on the progress already made, and to 
wish all success to the Government in their further endeavour. 
The official target of 300,000 houses a year is still far from 
being achieved, but the number of houses being completed 
and under construction has lately shown a marked increase— 
in the first nine months of this year 171,093 permanent houses 
were completed compared with 139,666 in the corresponding 
period of 1951. In September a new post-war record of 
22,323 houses was achieved. 


The Government may therefore derive considerable 
satisfaction from the number of houses now being built. 
The position as to cost, however, is less satisfactory and 
demands urgent consideration. The third report of the 
Girdwood Committee, which has been published this week,* 
analyses housebuilding costs as at October, 1951, and shows 
that, in spite of economies in design and specification, costs 
at that date were substantially above those for houses of 
comparable size completed two years previously. A summary 
of the report will be found elsewhere in this issue, but some 
of the main conclusions may usefully be mentioned here. 


The Girdwood report shows that the cost of building an 
average local authority three-bedroom house rose from 
£1,321 in October, 1949, to £1,450 in October, 1951. 
Economies in design and specification, which were effected 
without reducing the size of the houses, resulted in a saving 
of £63 a house ; without these economies, the cost of building 
a typical local authority house would have shown an increase 
in two years of nearly 15 per cent. The total cost (including 
the cost of land and site development, and professional fees) 
of this type of house rose from £1,515 to £1,690 in spite of the 
economies referred to. 


The Girdwood Committee have not been able to publish 
any comparable figures for houses built by private enterprise. 
The Building Research Station was willing to conduct a 
field inquiry, but the Committee considered an inquiry of 
this kind would not produce results of sufficient significance 
to justify the public expense and effort which would be 
involved. ‘The conditions under which private enterprise 
housebuilding operates to-day are comparable neither with 
pre-war private building nor with current local authority 
building, and the Girdwood Committee were obviously. right 
in the line they took. ' 


To revert to local authority building, it is desirable to 
consider what are the causes of this substantial and unwelcome 
increase in costs. The primary causes, according to the 
Committee, are the rise in nearly every element which goes to 
make up the cost of housebuilding, namely wages, materials 
prices, plant charges and professional fees. Output per man- 
hour does not appear to have increased between 1949 and 
1951, and was still about 20 per cent. below pre-war, and there 
was no evidence of further progress in the spread of incentives 
schemes. 


The Girdwood report is in one sense already a year out of 
date. ‘That is no fault of the Committee, whose researches 
and subsequent deliberations must necessarily take some 
time. The Committee, in fact, submitted their report to the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government as long ago as 
last May, so that there has been a delay of almost six months 





* The Cost of House-Building. Third report of the Committee of Inquiry. 
— for Ministry of Housing and Local Government by H.M.S.O. Price 
s. 3d. 
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on the part of the Ministry and the Stationery Office in 
securing its publication. This is deplorable; a good deal 
of the value of such reports is lost if the industry and local 
authorities cannot obtain them until more than a year after 
the events in question. During the past year new designs 
have been coming into use—notably the People’s House— 
which by making a substantial reduction should considerably 
reduce costs, at least for the time being. Their significance 
lies not only in the reduced cost but—even more important— 
they release labour and materials, thus enabling more 
houses to be built. There are some other economies which 
local authorities might adopt; for instance, the Girdwood 
Committee draw attention to the increased cost of site 


development and suggest that there should be greater . 


economy in the layout of roads and sewers, in street widths 
and in the specification of roads and footpaths. Houses, 1953 
(some provisional plans for which were published in our last 
issue) takes such recommendations into account. 


But, desirable as these economies are, they are not sufficient 
of themselves to deal with the problem of costs; at best 
they can only check the tendency to increased costs, and 
there is an obvious limit to the extent to which standards can 
be reduced to offset rising building costs. ‘This is a problem 
which demands urgent attention, and in this connection the 
detailed figures given in the Girdwood report should be of 
much value. They show, for instance, that the two main 
elements in building costs—labour and materials—advanced 
almost equally between 1949 and 1951. In 1949 labour and 
materials represented 30.8 and 59.6 per cent. respectively of 
construction costs. The corresponding figures for 1951 
were 29.6 and 60.6. A certain amount can be done to keep 
down professional costs and overheads—the Girdwood 
Committee draw attention to the amount of work caused by 
remeasurement during the progress of a contract which 
could be avoided by more careful advance preparation— 
but the preponderance of labour and materials in total costs 
is such that the steady rise in costs must be checked primarily 
at this point. The price of materials is outside the control 
of the industry and is a reflection of general economic trends 
which only the Government can tackle. Labour costs are, 
however, a matter which the industry—or at least the 
employers and operatives—can deal with. Since the end of 
1951 the hourly raté for craftsmen and labourers has risen 
by 3d. an hour, and it is understood that the unions are asking 
for another 6d. an hour. This is simply not good enough, 
particularly in-view of the fact that increases in the cost-of- 
living index are automatically reflected in the standard rates 
prescribed by the National Joint Council. 


Equally important is the necessity of doing something to 
improve output. The Girdwood Committee state that, if 
productivity could be restored to pre-war levels, then, with 
the same labour force as at present, approximately 25 per 
cent. more houses could be built and the labour cost per house 
would be reduced by about one-fifth. On the typical local 
authority house of the 1949-51 period that would mean a 
saving of about £86 a house, in addition to which there 
would be savings in plant costs sufficient to bring the total 
saving to a little over {100 per house. It is perhaps unfortu- 
nate that the Girdwood Committee did not have any sugges- 
tions to make as to how productivity might be increased, but 
that does not exonerate the industry from responsibility in 
the matter. 


This third Girdwood report is an excellent document. 
The three reports to date have been the only really authorita- 
tive information on housebuilding costs since the war, and it 
is to be hoped that the Minister will not heed their own 
recommendation that the time has to come to disband the 
Committee. They have done an excellent job of work for 
which they deserve the gratitude not only of the industry 
but of the nation, and it is to be hoped that they may continue 
with their valuable work. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


THE GEORGIAN GROUP 


HE INTERIM REPORT of the 
Georgian Group for 1952 contains 
an interesting summary of an address to 
members by Mr. Walter Oakeshott, 
Headmaster of Winchester, who, talking 
about School, a building put up, almost 
certainly to Wren’s design, in 1683-87, 
observed that Kirby’s “ Annals of Win- 
chester College,” published in 1895, 
said of it: ‘‘ Few buildings are uglier and 
few better adapted to their purpose.” 
Our forefathers, commented the speaker, 
thought that the beauties of a building 
were in inverse ratio to their suitability 
to the education of young gentlemen. 
We were fortunate that they held this 
view, if to it we owed the preservation of 
School. 

“* What we have to do,”’ he concluded, 
“is to acquire a frame of mind in which 
we do not condemn a work because it was 
made a generation ago, but because we 
know it to be bad.... Let us judge 
originals, and additions, not simply on 
period or style but on quality.” 

The report contains notes on several 
matters of current interest, as well as a 
list of members, and includes the 
announcement that the Group will hold 
a Grand Ball early in the New Year at 
Fishmongers’ Hall, which was designed 
by Roberts in 1834 and has recently been 
completely redecorated after war damage. 


PUGIN CENTENARY 


To MARK the centenary of the death 
of Augustus Welby Pugin, the R.I.B.A. 
Library Group are arranging an open 
meeting for Tuesday, November 18, at 
which Mrs. Phoebe Stanton will be the 
speaker. The Library Group will welcome 
visitors at this meeting, which will take 
place at 6 p.m. in the foyer of the Henry 
Jarvis Hall at the R.I.B.A. 

A small display of Pugin’s work will be 
on view on the first floor of the R.I.B.A. 
building, 66, Portland-place, from 
November 18-24 (Monday-Friday 10-7, 
Saturday 10-5). 


L.C.C. ARCHITECTURAL 
APPOINTMENT 


Tue Lonpon County Covuncit has 
appointed Mr. William Arthur Eden, 
M.A. F.R.I.B.A., former Head of the 
Leeds School of Architecture, to be 
in charge, under the direction of the 
Council’s architect, of the historic records 
work of the architect’s department. He 
succeeds Mr. J. H. Farrar, who will 
retire in about two months. 


THE CRYSTAL PALACE 


THE general purposes committee of the 
London County Council has recommended 
that Sir Gerald Barry be appointed con- 
sultant to the Council on the develop- 
ment and use of the Crystal Palace. 
It is proposed that the appointment 
should take effect on January 1 next. 


LANCASHIRE’S SMOKE 


THE MOST SERIOUS contributing factor 
to the ugliness of much of South Lanca- 
shire, quite apart from its evil effects on 


THE BUILDER 


health and heavy economic cost in many 
directions, is the pollution of the atmo- 
sphere by smoke, states the annual report, 
1951-52, of the Lancashire Branch of 
the Council for the Preservation of Rural 
England. .There must indeed be little 
encouragement, the report continues, to 
build houses of attractive materials and 
to lay out pleasant estates if within a few 
years the houses are to take on the same 
grimy coat as their older neighbours. 
The Branch has not taken much part in 
the fight against smoke pollution which 
is more essentially an urban problem, but 
the Committee can fully appreciate the 
significance and importance of one de- 
velopment in Manchester, namely, the 
designation of the central area as the city’s 
first smokeless zone, where in future it will 
be a statutory offence to emit smoke. 


“ THE BUILDER” PRIZE, 1952 


The Builder Junior Prize of £5 in 
books, offered at the Bartlett School of 
Architecture, University of London, has 
been awarded to Mr. P. C. Sugar. The 
work of the following students was 
commended: Janet J. Bentley, G. C. 
Power, and F. G. Price. No award was 
made this session for the Senior Prize. 








COMING EVENTS 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 14 
BUILDING TEACHERS’ CONFERENCE.—Teachers’ con- 
ference. Brixton School of Building, Ferndale-road, 
Brixton. 10.30 a.m. 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15 

Royal. SANITARY INSTITUTE.—Symposium on “ 'To- 
wards the Eradication of the Problem Family.’’ Town 
Hall, Wakefield. 10 a.m. 

BuILDING ALLIANCE GOLFING SocleTy.—Annual 
dinner. ‘Trocadero Restaurant, Piccadilly Circus, W.1. 
7.45 p.m. 

VICTORIA AND ALBERT MuseuM.—“ Victorian and 
Edwardian Glass,’? by Mr. Hugh Wakefield. V. and A. 
Museum, London, S.W.7. 6.15 p.m. 


TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 18 

R.I.B.A. (Liprary Group).—Mrs. Phebe Stanton 
will give a paper on Pugin. 66, Portland-place, W.1. 

p.m. 

R.I.B.A.—Opening of a small display of Pugin’s 
work. 66, Portland-place, W.1. Continuing until 
November 24. (Monday to Friday, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. ; 
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.) 

Housinc CENTRE.—‘ The, Town Development 
pnp by Mr. W. A. Wood. 13, Suffolk-street, S.W.1. 

p.m. 

R.I.C.S. (QUANTITY SURVEYORS’ _COMMITTEE).— 
Annual dinner at which Mr. David Eccles, Minister 
of Works, will be present. Grosvenor House, Park- 
lane, W.1. 7 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 19 

RoyaL Society or Arts.—‘100 Years of the 
Victoria and Albert Museum,” by Sir Leigh Ashton, 
F.S.A. R.S.A., John Adam-street, Adelphi, W.C.2. 
2.30 p.m. 

RoyaL SANITARY INSTITUTE.—‘‘ Some Aspects of 
Housing in Rural Districts,’ by Mr. D. Ward Griffiths. 
Town Hall, Peterborough. 10.15 a.m. 

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF ROOFING CONTRACTORS.— 
Annual banquet. Grosvenor House, W.1. 7.15 p.m. 


THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 20 

TowN AND COUNTRY PLANNING IATION 
(STUDENT PLANNING GRouP).—‘ Mind and Plan,” by 
Mr. E. A. A. Rowse, A.R.I.B.A., M.T.P.I. 28, King- 
street, W.C.2. 6.30 p.m. 

DEVON AND CORNWALL ARCHITECTURAL SOCIETY.— 
Lecture by Mr. Geoffrey Clark, O.B.E., L.R.I.B.A., 
M.T.P.I. Palace Court Schools, Plymouth. 7 p.m. 

Society oF CHEMICAL INDUsTRY.—‘‘ Cement Aggre- 
gate Interaction in Concrete,” by Dr. F. E. Jones. 
Building Centre, Store-street, W.C.1. p.m. 

HAMMERSMITH SCHOOL OF BUILDING.—Distribution 
of prizes to students by Mr. D. E. Woodbine Parish. 
Town Hall, King-street, W.6. 7 p.m. 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 22 

Roya AcapEMy OF AkRTs.—Opening of winter 

exhibition, ‘“ Dutch Pictures, 1450-1750.” Royal 

— of Arts, Burlington House, Piccadilly, W.1. 
a.m. 
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“* If I’d done five years’ apprentice- 

ship in house building I shouldn’t 

be doing fite years for house- 
breaking !” 











QUANTITY SURVEYORS’ GUEST 


Tue R.I.C.S. announce that the princi- 
pal guest at the Chartered Quantity 
Surveyors’ annual dinner, to be held at 
Grosvenor House on November 18, will 
be Mr. David Eccles, Minister of Works. 


a 
NORTHAMPTON ARCHITECT 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the post 
of Borough Architect and Town Planning 
Officer at Northampton, salary £1,550- 
£50-£1,800 per annum. Further details 
are given in an advertisement elsewhere 
in this issue. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


FROM November 17, the principal office of Mr. 


D. E. HARRINGTON, F.R.I.B.A., chartered architect 
will be 61, Frognal, : 


Hampstead, N.W.3 (Tel. 
Hampstead 9988), where catalogues, trade circulars, 
etc., should be sent. Mr. Harrington’s office at 24, 
Buckingham-street, Adelphi, W.C.2 (Tel.: Trafalgar 
5556) will in future be used as a branch office only. 


Mr. J. KENNEDY HAwKEs, A.R.I.B.A., chartered 
— of 27, ——— Gate, South Kensington, 
.W.7, announces t his new teleph 
is Fremantle 4401/2. — 


Messrs. N. F. CACHEMAILLE Day AND PARTNERS, 
chartered architects, of 1, Port Hill, Hertford, Herts, 
saoeunce that their new telephone number is Hertford 


Mr. ARNOLD P. HoLpswortH, F.R.I.C.S., quantity 
surveyor, announces that on March 10 next his Sheffield 
office address will cease to be 281, Glossop-road, and 
will be 73, Bower-road, Sheffield 10. Tel.: 62123 

effield. 


OwING to continued ill-health, Mr. C. A. MACKENZIE 
Suess, F.R.I.C.S., of 16, Tooks Court, Chancery-lane, 
E.C.4, is retiring from practice at the end of this month. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1852 
Saturday, November 13, 1852 

RoyaL RECOGNITION OF THE ARTS 
AND PRACTICAL SCIENCE.—We hail with 
gratification the following paragraph in 
Her Majesty’s speech from the Throne 
on the 11th, and shall look anxiously for 
the measure to which it alludes: ‘“ The 
advancement of the Fine Arts and of 
Practical Science will be readily recog- 
nised by you as worthy of the attention of 
a great and enlightened nation. I have 
directed that a comprehensive scheme 
shall be laid before you, having in view 
the promotion of these objects, towards 
which I invite your aid and co-operation.” 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


COVENTRY AND THE ARTS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—In a statement issued to the 
B.B.C. and the newspapers on 
October 17, the world at large was 
informed that “‘ The Royal College of Art 
has been commissioned to design and 
execute the stained glass for the ten 70-ft. 
high windows in the Nave of the proposed 
new Coventry Cathedral, the work to be 
under the direction of the head of the 
Department of Stained Glass at the 
College.” Is my assumption false that 
this announcement was made by Mr. 
Robin Darwin? If it is not, why does 
Mr. Darwin now say (your last issue) that 
** the work will be in the hands of a well- 
known stained glass artist who for many 
years has enjoyed an extensive private 
practice of his own. His chief assistants 
will be two other artists who, like himself 
are former students of the College ... 
No present students of the College will 
have any responsibility for the design 
of these windows .. .” One might ask 
how a stained glass artist with am extensive 
private practice could find time to work 
in the College studios designing, drawing, 
painting and directing the production of 
700 ft. super, at least, but more likely 
1,400 ft. or more, of stained glass suitable 
for a cathedral ? 

Mr. Darwin also now says that he never 
said that ‘‘a new school of stained glass 
may be started comparable with Chartres 
and York.” Yet in the announcement 
in the daily Press of October 17 I read 
this: “By working in a group, the 
associated artists, designers and craftsmen 
will re-establish the ancient customs of 
the Middle Ages and the Renaissance, and 
a school of stained glass will, it is hoped, 
be established comparable in method with 
those which existed at Chartres and 
York.” 

What these arguments come down to 
is, in effect, that some ex-students have 
prevailed upon the Royal College of Art 
to accept the commission in the contem- 
porary semi-abstract idiom that Mr. Basil 
Spence and the Reorganisation Committee 
have asked for, and to provide antique 
glass, lead, paint, kilns, skilled outside 
labour and generally to capitalise the 
business just to let the students watch 
how it is done. 

I believe the R.C.A. is feeling its way, 
but really great work is based on 
experience, and that is where the com- 
parison between the old and new schools 
ends. 

LEONARD MATHEWS. 
18a, Lower Addiscombe-road, 
Croydon. 


HOUSING PRODUCTION BOARDS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Following my letter to you on 
the subject of Housing Production 
Boards (Tie Builder, October 10), there 
was a reply from Mr. Vinycomb, 
and as he did not deal with the 
subject-matter, but dragged in a lot 
of irrelevancies, I did not ask you to 
publish a reply thereto.. However, in 
your last issue there is a further letter 
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from Mr. Vinycomb in which he refers 
to’ “the irresponsible remarks of one 
professionally qualified,” i.e., myself, and 
I cannot let this pass without comment. 

My letter was concerned’ with the 
uselessness of the Housing Production 
Boards set up by the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government, and I was not 
discussing, as he did, construction matters 
by which the costs of houses might be 
slightly decreased. ,I have been too long 
in the “ housing game ” not to know the 
technical means of saving money, and he 
was not able to enlighten me on these 
matters. 

If we are going to cut down the rents 
of council houses, we shall have to 
reduce the cost by hundreds of pounds 
and not by a few pounds here and there, 
and none or all of Mr. Vinycomb’s 
suggestions would achieve that end. 


‘© CHARTERED MUNICIPAL ENGINEER.” 


WAGES FLUCTUATIONS CLAIMS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—The letters on this subject from 
Mr. Francis, of Reading, and Mr. 
Stockdale, of Weymouth, in your issue 
of. November 7, make interesting reading 
particularly in the contrast of their 
assessment of the saving in office work 
resulting from the percentage adjustments 
with which we are experimenting in the 
Eastern Counties. The comments of 
Mr. Francis ‘‘as a practical builder” 
are of special interest to us since it was 
from this very point of view that members 
of the Federation considered this matter. 
In addition to this, the proposals were 
warmly supported by the professional 
members on our Eastern Counties Joint 
Consultative Board of Architects, Quantity 
Surveyors and Builders. A_ leading 
quantity surveyor in the region, in fact, 
supplied much useful data on time saving 
and the margin of error in the use of the 
percentage method, which proved so 
slight as to be negligible. Furthermore, 
before the scheme was introduced the 
elementary precaution was taken of obtain- 
ing an assurance that the district auditor 
would admit claims on this basis. We 
think that our proposals have the merit 
of flexibility and the provision for such 
a remote contingency as a $d. per hour 
increase for labourers only, presents no 
difficulty whatsoever. 

I am sorry that in the Eastern Coun- 
ties builders are not as fortunate as Mr. 
Francis in being able to employ on housing 
contracts the same gang of men for many 
consecutive weeks and for the same num- 
ber of hours. In computing man-hours 
in our housing contracts, time sheets 
require analysis and subsequent production 
in support of wages fluctuations claims. 

Perhaps I may explain why we felt that 
in addition to saving overheads, this 
experiment might lead to speedier com- 
pletion. If after a certain date there is a 
1 per cent. addition to the measured 
value of the work executed, the lesser 
the man-hours thereafter the greater the 
benefit to the contractor. 

My Federation certainly endorses fully 
the comments of Mr. Francis and Mr. 
Stockdale on the even greater saving 
which would result from materials clainas 
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being calculated on a similar basis. In 
1951 we examined proposals on these 
lines in considerable detail, but because 
of the difficulties immediately apparent, 
traditional’ house-building offered the 
only prospect of an experiment of this 
character. Using the Board of Trade 
monthly building materials price index, 
which is included in the Ministry of 
Works Monthly Bulletin of Statistics, an 
index figure based on weighted averages 
for the particular materials used in house- 
building could be computed at any given 
date. Major alterations in the prices of 
any important commodities, however, 
would at once vitiate the figure from which 
subsequent variations would have to be 
calculated. 'The more we went into the 
matter the more the difficulties multiplied. 
Despite the fact that the calculations would 
be much more complicated and the margin 
of error far greater than on wages fluctua- 
tions claims, the attraction of both saving 
in administrative costs and incentives to 
keener buying, made us very reluctantly 
abandon the idea—at least for the time 
being. 
R. W. Porter, Director, 
Eastern Federation of 
Building Trades Employers. 
95, Tenison-road, Cambridge. 


WAR DAMAGE REPAIRS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Your correspondent, Mr. A. 
Feldman, does a very great service 
to Professional Advisers and others con- 
cerned with War Damage agreements, in 
bringing to light, in his letter in your 
last issue, the very unsatisfactory attitude 
of the Commission towards redecoratiens 
due to war damage since their Press 
Notice of July, 1952. 

The point Mr. Feldman makes regard- 
ing limit of time is very appropriate when 
he says ‘“‘ nowhere in the Act is there a 
limit of time within which repairs must be 
executed, and in view of the conditions 
operating during most of the seven years 
since the end of the war, such a time limit 
would have been iniquitous.” 

One gets the impression from cumula- 
tive dealings with the Commission (since 
their Press notice) that they feel that time 
is on their side; the claims that have 
failed to reach agreement since the 
Commission commenced its “no change 
in policy” of trying to force stripe- 
decorations on owners and public authori- 
ties are undoubtedly piling up at the 
Regional Offices, judged by the reports of 
colleagues who are in a similar position to 
ourselves, 'There seems to be no concern 
when these unsettled claims go back into 
the files, only to be haggled over again 
at a later date. 

Perhaps one might be excused for 
thinking that it is the duty of the War 
Damage Commission to push on with the 
task of completing outstanding claims to 
the reasonable satisfaction of the owners 
of damaged property, rather than to 
prolong the length of time that the public 
Exchequer must pay to keep the Commis- 
sion in*being to administer War Damage 
Act matters. 


“ E: M.”’ 
(Builder and Contractors). 
London, E 
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THE LONDON MASTER BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION 
Apprentices Receive Medals from the Duke of Edinburgh 


HE 14 successful apprentices in the City and Guilds of London Institute’s 
examinations who were awarded the London Master Builders’ Association’s 
silver and bronze educational medals are shown here receiving their medals 
from the Duke of Edinburgh at the Mansion House on November 5. The 
ceremony, described fully in our last issue, was one of the last at which the retiring 
Lord Mayor, Ald. Sir Leslie Boyce, K.B.E., presided during his year of office. 


Silver Medal, Brickwork. Ronald Box 
(Bethnal Green B.C., South East London 
Technical College). 


Bronze Medal, Carpentry ani Foinery. 
Brian Taylor (Killby and Gayford, Ltd., 
Brixton School of Building). 


Bronze Medal, Plasterers’ Work. Ronald 
Gadsden (#. B. Abbott and Co., Lid., 
Hammersmith School of Building). 


Bronze Medal, Masonry, foint Award, 
Roy Glenin and Brian Smith (not seen) 
(Holloway Bros., Brixton School). 


Silver Medal, Plumbers’ Work. ohn 
Joslin (A. Grant and Sons, Woolwich 
Polytechnic). 


Silver Medal (Analysis for Pricing), 

Builders’ Quantities. Norman Douglas 

(Marshall Andrew and Co., Ltd., The 
Polytechnic, Regent Street). 


Bronze Medal, Builders’ Quantities. 
John_Slade (Trollope and Colls, Ltd., 
Twickenham Technical College). 


Silver Medal, Carpentry «nd Foinery. 


Gordon Jupp (R. Mansell, Ltd., Croydon 
Polytechnic). 


Bronze Medal, Brickwork. Ellis Nutter 
(Trollope and Colls, Tottenham Tech). 


Bronze Medal, Plumbers’ Work. David 
Blundell (Matthew Hall and Co., Ltd., 
Wimbledon Technical College). 


Silver Medal (Measurements of Quanti- 

ties), Builders’ Quantities. Kenneth 

Watts (Gee, Walker and Slater, Lid., 
Willesden Technical College). 


Bronze Medal, Woodcutting Machinists’ 
Work. Peter Giles (Y. }. Lovell and 
Son, Ltd., Hammersmith School). 


Silver Medal, Woodcutting Machinists’ 
Work. Albert Somers (Alliance fFoinery 
Co., Ltd., Brixton School of Building). 
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HOUSES, 1953 


Some Comments on the 
Ministry’s Provisional House 
‘and Flat Types 
[By Our Special Correspondent] 


T is clear from the six type plans of 
houses (NF/A1, NF/A2, NF/A4, 
NF/A5, NF/A17 and NF /D1) now pub- 
lished (and reproduced in The Builder last 
week) that the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government has made a _ valiant 
attempt to rectify one of the major defects 
common to the bulk of the plans published 
in Houses 1952—namely, the excessive 
width of the house frontages causing extra 
costs in roads and services and lower 
densities which offset to a great extent 
the potential savings brought about by 
reduced areas. 


The six types produced have frontages 
varying between 16 ft. and 19 ft., and, 
therefore, any criticism of the plans should 
be considered in relation to this under- 
lying economic achievement. 


Notable omissions are plans of three- 
bedroom, four-person houses, which are 
felt to be so much more useful and econo- 
mical than the two-bedroom four-person 
type, and the study bedroom which has 
such important potentialities in the work- 
ing-kitchen type house with the single 
living-room... It is hoped that in their 
next. major publication the Ministry will 
have something useful to show on both 
these matters. 


Type NF/A1: This plan is basically 
sound and economic in all respects. The 
living-room is somewhat narrow for its 
length, but various means could be 
adopted to divide it into two rooms with- 
out any alteration..to the plan. Many 
Local Authorities will not like the all- 
purpose front entrance door, but this 
arrangement is accepted in flats, and it 
appears that the loss of the separate trades 
entrance is:a sacrifice we must be prepared 
to face toenable costs and rents to be 
reduced. Experience has shown that the 
wall between fuel and living-room should 
be 9 in. thick or specially treated to 
prevent damage to decorations in the 
living-room. 


Type NF/A5: This, again, is a funda- 
mentally sound plan, the only criticism 
being the unnecessarilly large first bedroom. 
The dining-kitchen is adequate, compact 
and convenient, unlike some of those in 
Houses 1952, Having the same depth as 
some of the other types this house is very 
suitable for use as the end house in a 
terrace. 


Type NF/A2: This plan saves one 
from the embarrassment of giving un- 
stinted praise to three Ministry plans in 
succession! ‘The first-floor plan is good, 
and what at first sight looks an awkward 
living-room could perhaps be made satis- 
factory by eareful furnishing, although 
the treatment of the staircase is a difficult 
problem. The store, however, is almost 
useless for anything but fuel and a few 
brooms, and the kitchen and bathroom 
are not over one another. This plan is 
after all only a variation of the theme in 
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type NF/Ai and as such might well be 
eliminated in favour of that type. 


Type NF/A4: This plan is yet another 
variation of the theme in types NF/A1 
and NF/A2, a fact which illustrates the 
limitations in plans of narrow fronted 
terrace houses having trades access on the 
main front. It is an open-type plan with 
staircase rising directly from the living- 
room, which is heated by means of a 
radiator served from an _ independent 
boiler in the kitchen. Many Local 
Authorities have serious misgivings about 
the practical efficiency, as distinct from 
the theoretical proofs, of this method of 
house warming, and the Ministry would 
be doing a service if they would publish 
reports from tenants who have passed a 
winter in a house of this type. There is 
little doubt that the first floor will be nice 
and warm, but only the tenant would be 
in a position to say what degree of comfoit 
is obtained in the living-room. 


Type NF/A17: Here again we have a 
plan which appears to be but a poorer 
version of another plan—type NF/A5 
referred to above. By reversing the 
stairs, an extra door is required in the 
dining-kitchen, making it more of a 
passage, and comfort is lost in the living- 
room. In addition the bathroom is no 
longer over the kitchen. It would be 
instructive to hear whether the authors 
consider they have gaired anything or 
whether it is a case of variety for its own 
sake. 


Type NF/D1: This plan shows a 
house, apparently semi-detached, for a 
family of six on a narrow frontage. ‘There 
is in addition an outside store, and with 
six persons one would hope to see also a 
second w.c. If there is only the one w.c. 
at the foot of the stairs, one can imagine 
that most of the living activities would be 
taking place to the accompeniment of 
the music of the flushing system. The 








Dr. Leslie Martin, F.R.I.B.A., who has 

been recommended for the appointment of 

Architect to the London County Council 

in succession to Mr. Robert Matthew, 

C.B.E., A.R.I.B.A. Therecommendation 

will go before the Council on Tuesday, 
November 18. 
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policy of having the bathroom in a six- 
person house downstairs is also a doubtful 
one. Although 27 extra sq. ft. of living 
area is provided for the sixth person, one 
feels that the house will be rather crowded. 
Nevertheless the novelty of the plan may 
well serve its primary purpose of stimulat- 
ing Local Authorities to build more 
economical six-person houses. 


Two-Storey Flats 


Of the four types of two-storey flats 
illustrated, two (types DF/1 and TF/2) 
break new ground whilst the other two 
(SF/2 and SF/5) are on more orthodox 
lines. Whilst all the plans will be of 
some value to most Local Authorities, 
they would be of even greater help if 
they were accompanied by key plans 
showing the types of layout to which they 
would be particularly suited and details 
of the somewhat complicated garden 
ariangerrents. Type DF/1 is outstanding 
and worthy of the most careful study. 


Type DF/1: The authors of this type 
have really ‘“‘ gone to town,” and those 
who visited the Ministry stand at the 
recent Public Works and Municipal Ser- 
vices Exhibition at Olympia will un- 
doubtedly have been impressed with the 
model of this ingenious scheme. Here 
entirely new ground is broken, and sound 
planning is combined with exciting possi- 
bilities of design in architecture and 
layout. 


Type TF/2 : Whilst much less interest- 
ing than the previous one, type TF/2 is 
nevertheless sound and economic. To be 
used successfully it would appear that 
terraces should be “freely” planned 
with footpath access from nearby service 
roads. 


Types SF/2 anD SF/5: The remaining 
types (SF/2 and SF/5) are variations of 
the now well-known Gregory flats, and 
although there is little fault to be found 
in the arrangement of the accommodation, 
the use, from a design point of view, of 
semi-detached blocks of two-storey 
“‘ flatted houses ”’ seems limited. Families 


with children are best accommodated in 


normal houses, and if this cannot be 
afforded on grounds of density and cost of 
roads and services then the semi-detached 
flat block would hardly seem to be the 
solution. Whereas types DF/1 and TF/2 
would be most useful to give diversity 
in architecture and layout, the same 
remarks cannot be applied to types SF/2 
and SF/5. Whilst, therefore, there would 
appear to be an excellent case for small 
two-storey flats for old persons—preferably 
in terrace form—Local Authorities would 
need to give careful” consideration as to 
whether it would not be more economical 
and logical to provide for families with 
children, where density requirements are 
such as to make it impossible to give them 
a normal two-storey house, in three-storey 
blocks which would at the same time 
provide much-needed variety in building 
heights. 


The strong emphasis here given to 
two-storey flats needs to be accompanied 
by a staterazent from the Ministry explain- 
ing its underlying policy. 
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A New Approach to Criticism 


7.—THE NATURE OF BEAUTY IN ART AND 


THE BASIS OF CRITICISM 
By ERIC AMBROSE, FRIBA 


[7 might well be asked at this stage 

whether as a result of our inquiries we 
can claim to have achieved the impossible 
and defined that which has hitherto been 
considered as indefinable: the true 
meaning of ‘“‘ Beauty.” In fact, the word 
never has been indefinable from the 
moment the first layman said, self-con- 
sciously and aggressively, “I know what 
I like—even if I don’t know why! ” 


His simplification may, of course, be 
lacking in literary style; it certainly 
includes no words of Latin origin, but 
it gives us, nevertheless, the true formula 
for arriving at the meaning of “ beauty 
in art,’ and cannot be improved upon 
even if we say, as I have been at great 
pains to say, ‘‘ Beauty is a euphoria 
perceived in the mind of man and is the 
sum total of that mind’s emotional reac- 
tion to physical stimuli.” 


We are, however, only repeating what 
the layman has been telling us for cen- 
turies, a simple statement of fact at which 
we, the “ experts,” have been loftily and 
censoriously sneering for just as many 
centuries, and it is, alas ! the layman who, 
after all, has the last word, for he is the 
patron ! 


We may, for instance, imagine a crowd 
of cosmopolites, consisting of both lay- 
men and artists, presented with a painting, 
photograph or model of a Hindu temple. 
Most of the Hindus present, lay and 
professional, will accept it with varying 
degrees of approval as a true manifesta- 
tion of ‘beauty in art,” well knowing 
that they like it, whilst the Westerners 
present may abhor it, or accept only those 
manifestations which find a response in 
their own emotions based upon their own 
particular, narrow and isolated back- 
ground. 


A thinking minority, finding they re- 
ceive no stimuli to their emotions, may say 


“ec We 


with perfect honesty: do not 





} 
eourcalt 


““Come now, are we to understand theres no ‘good’ or ‘bad’ about 
beauty?” 


particularly like it.» We do not under- 
stand it, but it may well constitute beauty 
in art for somebody quite as cultured as 
ourselves.” 


AN IMMEDIATE RESPONSE 


If, however, we introduce into the 
same assembly a simple vase, a carved 
wooden figure, or even a scantily dressed 
dancing girl of mixed parentage, all the 
viewers will find they are able to offer 
an immediate apprecia- 
tion according to the 
individual appeal made 
to their emotions, now 
fully able to grasp what 
is before them—a simple 
enough problem. 


True, in opposite 
corners of the room, 
learned experts will in 
each case rhapsodise 
about “truth,” and the 
“innate aesthetic,” or 
condemn out of hand in 
equally erudite terms, 
but they will still be 
saying no more than, 
“We like it,” or ‘“‘ We 
do not like it,” and any 
amount of argument 
which may follow these 
simple statements will 
not alter the fact. 

Such reasoning as we have followed 
throughout these articles allows of an 
explanation for changes of “fashion,” 
“‘ new discoveries of beauty ’. and “ new ”’ 
condemnations, disagreements on funda- 
mentals and trivialities, intellectual snob- 
bery and obfuscating cant on the part 
of a few esoterics determined to keep the 
mystic power of criticism within their 
own hands. : 

The final judge of beauty in art (whether 
you call it the aesthetic, or, as I have done, 
the aesthesis) is the mindof the individual, 
who knows whether or 
not he likes the object 
under appraisal. - because 
his emotional reaction to 
ever-changing stimuli 
tells him the answer. With 
training, that is to say, 
“special conditioning ” 
of his visual and other 
senses when they are in 
the field we term “ nor- 
mal,’’ his judgment alters, 
but in the end it is still 
the sum of his emotions 
which becomes the final 
arbiter. There is no other 
possible explanation to 
answer the constant swing 
of the “expert” from one 
dogmatic belief toa ‘‘new”’ 
equally ‘‘ unchangeable ” 
judgment. 

As was said early 
en, the work of the 


trouse 


The Guggenheim Museum : model, 
““ The younger men ought to be playing .. . with a stick 
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artist is intended to be viewed by a sensi- 
tive eye whose optic nerve ends in a 
thinking brain. It would thus be hopeless 
for the artist to attempt to create works of 
art for morons, the mentally retarded or 
the criminally vicious. If the public, 
which knows what it wants, is not suffi- 
ciently intelligent to accept that which the 
brain of the artist produces, then the 
answer is at once obvious: raise the 
standard of your public, but if this proves 
impossible do not pull down the level of 
the artist to the level of the unintelligent 
majority. 


“GOOD” AND “ BAD” ART 


The objection may be raised—if it has 
not already been raised earlier—Come 
now, are we to understand that there is 





F. L. Wright, architect. 


of plasticine.” 


no “good” or “‘ bad” about beauty 

that there are no examples of “ bad” 
sculpture, “bad” painting, “ bad” 
music, ‘“‘ bad’”’ drama and “ bad ”’ archi- 
tecture, and that “‘ good” art forms are 
merely ‘‘ satisfactory’ since they happen 
to accord with the mental reactions of the 


men and women who receive those 
stimuli ? 
If the terms “‘ good” and “‘ bad” are 


meant to imply comparatives rather than 
fundamentals, then the answer is ‘‘ No.” 
It would be stupid to attempt to deny 
that we find certain art forms unsatisfac- 
tory and therefore ‘bad,’ when that 
term is meant to imply something less 
than ‘“‘ good.” Beauty, as we have 
said, can only exist when the mind of man 
exists to perceive it, but there is an import- 
ant proviso. The mind of man is 
governed, as we have shown, by very 
definite laws, and the age-old canon of 
criticism we have deduced—“ Fitness 
for Purpose, Logical Expression of Struc- 
ture, and an Aesthetic of Unity, Dignity 
and Grandeur’”—may not have been 
precisely expressed in those terms but 
has nevertheless been tacitly and sub- 
consciously understood, and that canon. 
has never altered, and will never alter. 
The mind of man will always obey the 
law of the universe into and of which he 
is born, adolesces, matures and decays. 
Thus, if a “law” is broken, the trans- 
gressor is not necessarily “‘ bad,” yet we 
shall continue to talk with perfect logic 
of “good” and “bad” in art, fully 





“away once they were 
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conscious of what such comparatives 
imply. 


THE BASIS OF CRITICISM 


We have shown that the basis of criti- 
cism has not changed as a result of demands 
to-day for a sculptural approach to archi- 
tecture. The basis of criticism cannot 
change because that basis is the integra- 
tion of man, and man for all his great 
discoveries in the humanities and the 
field of frightfulness is in the sum neither 
very much better nor very much worse 
than he has been for 3,000 years. Great 
men still arise, great civilisations produce 
veneers which wear exceedingly thin on 
the battlefield, but man is still mortal 
for all his discoveries, and so the rhythm 
of birth, adolescence, maturity and decay, 
still govern him and he cannot escape the 
inevitability of the rhythm which has 
governed every style of architecture since 
he first learned to make a metal tool. 


The human body of necessity obeys the 
rules of this natural rhythm, and from the 
human body we have found by induction 
the concepts of Fitness for Purpose, 
Logical Expression of Structure, An 
Aesthetie of Unity, Dignity and Grandeur. 


Man in his response to the rhythm 
may -be moved to alter the appearance of 
the human body by dressing it up, increas- 
ing or decreasing its height or weight, 
constricting or magnifying its form, 
colouring it, and so on, and it must 
therefore follow that man-made art is 
also changeable. Man in his obedience 
to the rhythm in giving “artistic” 
expression to his aspirations and obeying 
his “‘ goal-seeking’”’ propensities is doing 
no more than express the ever present 
desire in his mind to achieve perfection, 
to become as a god, eternal and perfect, 
for he cannot escape the inexorable law 
of the rhythm. 


In the somewhat dismal picture we have 
painted, there are still architects deter- 
mined to see the third step of the rhythm 
trod with firm, unswerving determination. 
However we may try to escape the inevit- 
able, one man still stands out as a leader. 
Frank Lloyd Wright, the veteran who 
appears to defeat the rhythm by getting 
younger every day, continues to show the 
meaning of the sculptura! approach to his 
art. With his Guggenheim Museum he 
still points the way for 
the younger men, who 
ought to be playing not 
with a pencil but a stick 
of plasticine. 


Mendelssohn once 
indicated the true direc- 
tion with his Einstein 
Tower and young men 
applauded, shivered and 
turned their backs, for 
the struggle to obtain 
patrons was too intense 
to risk frightening them 


interested. 


THE UNO BUILDING 


Harrison, with an ex- 
traordinary number of 
“experts” to advise him, 
has kept remarkably calm 
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and produced a UNO Building possessing 
an aesthesis of sculptural freedom, a bright- 
ness of over-all colour, and a feeling of 
lightness in the handling of mass which is 
the very antithesis of the ancient Egyptian 
aesthesis. 


Other names of world-wide repute. at 
once leap to mind, but this is neither the 
time nor place to formulate a catalogue 
of architects who respond to the demands 
of the present culmination, the third step 
of the current cycle. 


It would be as~stupid as it would be 
unjust to suggest that in this country there 
are not many far-sighted architects capable 
of producing an architecture of sculptural 
freedom, or who are not already, within 
the stranglehold of present economic 
conditions, rules, regulations, orders and 
directives, producing with limited scope 
such an architecture of freedom. ‘Too 
often, however, they are made excessively 
aware of the heavy hand of a well-meaning 
client—or worse, a committee seated in 
the background well knowing ‘‘ what it 
likes,” and to whom must be explained 
the reason for providing ‘‘ a more expen- 
sive curve’”’ when a straight line would 
“serve just as well,” or, when an un- 
trimmed rectangular solid is proffered 
as an answer to the problem of providing 
the necessary aesthesis, having to resist 
the efforts of the improvers to add some 
*‘ architectural symbol to provide dignity 
and thereby demonstrate on sight the 
purpose of the building.” 


THE NEW CYCLE 


What of the future? Perhaps with the 
birth of the new cycle to be ushered in 
by the atomie age with its promised supply 
of limitless energy and space and an all- 
pervading freedom wherein walls and roof 
may serve only the minor purpose of 
providing privacy, architects will lead en 
masse as Wright and a few other individuals 
have led, and instead of expressing the 
mediocrity of the age will raise the masses 
out of the vale of tears and the slough of 
despond, anxiety, sorrow, vengeance, 
hatred and all the other elements of the 
dysphoria, by the humanity of humour 
and laughter, by the sculptural approach 
to freedom. 


Then, indeed, will a new aesthesis have 
arisen ; the world will indeed be a place 





“* The young men applauded, shivered and turned their backs. «+ +” 
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worth living in, and architects will take 
their rightful place among an elite of a 
society which will*afford them the honour 
which should be theirs—the honour due 
to men of courage who are prepared to 
follow the dictates of their own clear 
minds, to express the needs and aspira- 
tions of their fellows. 


And the builders, those who in the final 
account alone are responsible for the pro- 
duction and interpretation of the architect’s 
aesthesis, wi take new courage and will 
work with a love and eagerness which 
appear to have steadily waned with the 
passing of the last decades. 


(Concluded) 


REBUILDING THE CITY 


Mr. Molson’s Reply to Criticisms 


(CRITICISM of the progress being made 

in rebuilding the City of London was 
replied to by Mr. Hugh Molson, Parlia- 
mentary Secretary, Ministry of Works, at the 
inaugural meeting of the new session of the 
R.L.B.A., on November 4. 

Mr. MOLSON said the Architectural Corres- 
pondent of The Times, in his article the pre- 
vious Thursday on “ Rebuilding the City of 
London,” had stated that the fundamental 
reason for slow progress was the priority 
successive Governments were giving to hous- 
ing, schools, and factories. There was no 
need to apologise for that, but a more 
important addition to this list was the need 
for defence. 

Mr. Gaitskell had imposed a ban on office 
buildings chiefly because of the rearmament 
programme. That ban had been lifted last 
June by Mr. Butler, from London only, but 
the prospect of licences depended on the 
availability of steel and other materials. 

The article in The Times stated that the 
Government, under the so-called Lessor 
Scheme, had begun to compete with private 
enterprise for space. This scheme had now 
been discontinued, but under it only two 
buildings had been erected in the City of 
London. Kings Beam House was occupied 
by the headquarters of the Customs and 
Excise Department, which had daily dealings 
with City shipping firms. Atlantic House, on 
Holborn Viaduct, was occupied by the 
Stationery Office, which had stores and work- 
shops in the City, and the Patent Office, 
= had its main building in Chancery- 
ane. 

The Ministry was also alleged to have 
granted licences for huge blocks of specula- 
tive office accommodation. Since the war, 
one-third in value of the City licences granted 
had been of this kind. The two-thirds for 
so-called speculative building had benefited 
a large number of firms not big enough 
to build their own offices. 

Mr. Molson quoted, as one of the prin- 
ciples on which the Ministry tried to act: 
Giving preference to general office buildings 
which complied with the desire of the plan- 
ning authorities to see complete City blocks 
reconstructed. 


A building licence valued at £2m. has 
now been issued for the erection of the new 
Lloyd’s office building in the City at 
Fenchurch-avenue, with main entrance in 
Lime-street. A photograph of a model of 
the proposed building was published in The 
Builder of January 4, 1952. The architect is 
Mr. T. E. Heysham, F.R.I.B.A., and the main 
contractors are John Mowlem and Co., Ltd. 
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Block plan. The hatched portion shows 
the position of the building here illustrated. 














EVEN hundred men read engineering at Cambridge 

out of an undergraduate population of 8,009 ; 
four professors and 50 dons and demonstrators teach 
them; 40 research workers pursue their special 
subjects, and all are served by a permanent staff of 75. 
This, the largest single Department of the University, 
has a site of only three acres upon which to house 
itself and its equipment. 


The new faculty building is Stage I of a develop- 
ment (illustrated on the site plan) designed to provide 
in a small compass the foreseeable needs of such a 
Department. The old buildings house the equipment 
for practical study of all the branches of engineering 
from engines to electronics ; steam engines, hydraulic 
tanks, testing gear, electrical apparatus and a workshop 
are there. The lecture rooms and staff have until 
now been fitted into odd corners of the old buildings 
and a huddle of huts around Scroope House, the old 
administrative centre of the Department. The garden 
of this Regency house formed the boundaries of the 
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site when the engineers started to build their labora- 
tories after the first world war. 


The block recently completed frees the old buildings 
for further practical uses, gives the staff proper 
accommodation as a community, the research workers 
their own laboratories and studies, and provides the 
undergraduates with a library and lecture rooms. 
Future additions to this block will extend the laboratory 
space for heavy equipment, provide an aeronautics 
wing with large wind-tunnels, a lecture theatre for 
400, and extra space for research work. 


Site.—It was important for the engineers to remain 
on this site because the existing buildings are not very 
old and contain a great deal of valuable equipment, 
too costly to move elsewhere. 4 


The site, and the access to it, determined the block 
plan ; the limited area of the site indicated the height 
(70 ft.) of the new block. The future wings will be 
lower. The main requirement was for a building 


Approach view from 
north-east. 
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East elevation from 
south-east. 


whose shape and construction would allow it to be 
drastically replanned in the future within the 
permanent architectural envelope. 


Plan.—Lack of parking space on the site indicated 
the desirability of a car-park under the building itself 
and the height of the ground floor permitted both this 
and a mezzanine in which are placed the administrative 
offices. The full ground to first floor height is used 
in the case of the large lecture room, etc. ; the first 
floor, staff common rooms, soil mechanics laboratory 
and aeronautics ; the third, teaching staff offices ; and 
the fourth, research laboratories and studies, with a 
caretaker’s flat. The flat roof can be used for experi- 
ments connected with radar. 

Between the staircases at either end of the block, 
the partitions may be rearranged on any fleor from 
the first upwards to meet the changing needs of the 
Department. 

Lavatories are placed at each end of the building, 
and the basement is occupied by a cloakroom for 
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undergraduates, which can be reached by a separate 
outside staircase as well as from the main staircase. 
The large lecture room on the ground floor is also 
accessible from outside and, with the cloakrooms, can 
be used by other organisations while the rest of the 
building is locked up. 


The members of the Department of Engineering are 
very much concerned with ensuring that there shall 
be no risk of their undergraduate body becoming: 
narrowly technological in outlook, and they were 
anxious that the new building should aim at being 
much more than an aggregation of workshops. They 
also wished that their many visitors should find the 
Department housed in quarters worthy of.its inter- 
national reputation. So, without departing from a 
grid and a pattern of window and pier determined by 
the functional requirements, the architects have 
tried to strike a human note. In this they were helped 
by the need for a staircase wider than the grid allowed. 
To house this the east elevation is swept out in a 














curve. Internal arrangements also suggested a varia- 
tion in the size and treatment of windows. Portland 
stone is used as a casing for the piers of the car park 
and elsewhere, while the frieze of windows above is 
divided by panels of quarzite. 


The blank wall of the large lecture-room has given 
space for a composition of panel and inscription with, 
as a focal point, the University Arms in colour. 
Buckinghamshire bricks of a warm buff colour form 
the general facing and asbestos sheeting marks the 
point of departure’ of future wings. y 


Internal Finishes —The internal treatment aims at 
a degree of what might be termed ‘“ academic 
austerity,” with a certain amount of richness at 
appropriate points and all with an eye to a minimum 
of maintenance. All walls are plastered and painted, 
and polished: hardwood is used for doors, skirtings 
and finishings.. Colour is brought strongly into play 
in the foyer, corridors and staircases, while the rooms 
in general are a light. stone colour. Cork, wood 
blocks and coloured linoleum are laid on the floors 
according to their use as places of assembly, research 
work or offices respectively. Bench fittings are 
polished hardwood with painted doors and - drawers. 
All the furniture (in teak) was specially designed by 
Professor R. D. Russell, R.D.I.. The corridors have 
acoustic ceilings, and attention has been paid through- 
out to sound deadening between floors and individual 
rooms ; the whole of the first floor, for example, has 
a floating screed, so that the administrative staff 
below are not disturbed. by undergraduates passing 
to and fro overhead. All door frames have felt 
linings to offset noise from slamming. 


Of the individual rooms, the library is perhaps the 
most important. It has been designed as an open 
access stack room and reading room combined, with a 
screen dividing the two sides of the room and incor- 
porating’ a periodical rack. The woodwork is all 
polished African walnut, lightly stained to a rich 


colour, except’ the’ tables,: the tops .of~ which. are- in..- 


American walnut. These, like everything in this 
room except the chairs, were designed by the architects. 


Construction.—The building is steel framed on a 
regular 11 ft. grid between staircases. The principal 
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The main staircase. 


floors are of solid concrete to carry the potentially 
heavier loads of the future, and the external walls are 


-134-in.solid brickwork. 


The basement, a frequent source of trouble in 
Cambridge ‘clay, is not tanked; instead a skin is 
built inside the structural concrete box which allows 
free passage of water to a sump. In the floor, this 


Room of the Head 
of the Department 
showing specially 
designed teak fur- 
niture, by R. D. 
Russell, R.D.I. 
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Reading room from the Librarian’s office. 


- 
inner skin is formed by special precast concrete tiles 
resting only on their corners, thus leaving a waterway 
beneath them ; the screed and floor finish are laid 
upon these tiles. 
Internal partitions are of hollow breeze blocks. 
The roof is of asphalt on Vermiculite screeding with 


First-floor corridor. 


woodwool insulation beneath the slab and copper 
coverings to the cornice. The tank room is sheeted 
in aluminium. 

Services.—The services required are uncomplicated. 
Heat, light and gas, with water and drainage, meet 
most needs, while there is some greater elaboration 
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of electric power on the research floor. All services 
except electricity are provided in stacks at every 22 ft. 
along the east front, with connectiens at every floor 
in the ducts which also serve as stanchion casings. 
Electricity from the switch room in the basement is 
circulated by a ring main rising at each end of the 
block and connected horizontally under the roof and 
along the crawlway beneath the greund floor. Switch 
cupboards. occur at either end of each floor. The 
crawlway collects also all the services in the stacks, 
so that all pipework, including drainage, is accessible 
inside the building. Heating is by low-pressure hot 
water circulated to radiators, and some floor panels, 
from the boiler house, which serves the whole site. 
Ventilation by local extract fans is provided to all 
lecture rooms, and the large lecture room has also an 
input. A constant-temperature room on the second 
floor gives a range from 15 degrees below to 70 degrees 
above zero. An automatic lift will take 15 passengers 
to all floors or carry a ton of goods. 


The consulting structural engineers were Messrs. R. 
T. James and Partners, and the quantity surveyors, 
Messrs. Hamilton H. Turner and Son. The general 
contractors were Messrs. William Sindall and the clerk Section A-A 
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of works, Mr. W. Read. 
contractors and suppliers :— 


Following were sub- 


Excavations and r.c. work, etc., Rattee and Kett, Ltd. ; 
foundations, Rattee and Kett, Ltd.; dampcourses, Wm. 
Briggs and Sons, Ltd.; asphalt, Val de Travers Asphalte 
Paving Co., Ltd.; bricks, Henry J. Greenham, Ltd. ; 
stone, Saunders (Ipswich), Ltd. ; structural steel, Moreland 
Hayne and Co., Ltd. ; slate cills, Bow Slate and Enamel 
Co. ; special roofings, Ruberoid ; partitions, Roneo Ltd. 
(steel), Broad’s (hollow breeze), Art Pavements and Decora- 
tions, Ltd. (terrazzo) ; patent glazing, British Challenge 
Glazing Co., Ltd., J. A. King and Co., Ltd.; flooring, 
Stevens and Adams, Ltd. (wood), Korkoid Decorative 
(con Ltd. (Ruboleum), G. Stephenson and Co., Ltd. 
cork). 


Central heating, J. Wontner-Smith Gray and Co., Ltd. ; 
gas fixtures, Eastern Gas Board ; electric wiring, Trough- 
ton and Young, Ltd.; electric light fixtures, Troughton 
and Young, Ltd., Savage and Parsons, Ltd. ; ventilation, 
J. Wontner-Smith Gray and Co., Ltd.; plumbing, T. S. 
Knight and Son (Plumbing), Ltd.; sanitary fittings, 
Shanks and Co., Ltd., Dent and Hellyer, Ltd. ; stair 
treads, Diespeker and Co., Ltd. (terrazzo) ; door furniture, 

Ramsay and Co., Ltd.; casements and window 


furniture, C. E. Welstead, Ltd. ; telephones, Standard 
Telephones and Cables, Ltd., G.P.O.; gates, Kingsmill 
rolling shutters, 


Metal Co., Ltd., Grundy Arnatt, Ltd. ; 
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Haskins ;_ iron staircases, Haywards, Ltd. ; folding doors, 


Esavian, Ltd.; blinds, J. Avery and Co., Ltd.; plaster 
and decorative plaster, G. Cook and Son, Ltd. 
Metalwerk, Fredk. Sage and Co,, Ltd.; joinery, 


Trollope and Sons (London), Ltd., D. Burkle and Son, 
Ltd. ; tiling, G. Cook and Sons, Ltd. ; movable furniture, 
Scottish Furniture Manufacturers, Ltd., North of England 
School Furnishing Co.; cloakroom fittings, A. J. Binns, 
Ltd. ; lifts, Waygood-Otis, Ltd.; ash hoist, transporter 
crane, Herbert Morris, Ltd. ; clocks, Gent and Co., Ltd. ; 
cold water supplies, T. S. Knight and Sons (Plumbing), 
Ltd.; signs, T. H. Bamford, signwriter ; motor cycle 
shelters, Alfred A. Odoni and Co., Ltd.; slate fireplace 
surrounds, Setchell and Sons, Ltd.; lettering, The 
Lettering Centre, Wm. Pickford, Ltd.; filing cabinets, 
Remington Rand, Ltd., Wagstaff Bros., Ltd. ; bronze 
card frames and grilles, Comyn Ching and Co., Ltd. ; 
lightning protection, J. W. Gray and Son, Ltd.; anti- 
vibration mountings, W. Christie and Grey, Ltd. ; drafting 
machine, A. G. Thornton, Ltd. ; fire equipment, L. and G. 
Fire Appliance Co., Ltd.; drawing office equipment, 
Entwistle Thorpe and Co., Ltd.; roller screens, Perfor- 
ated Front Projection Screen Co., Ltd. ; copper coverings, 
Fredk. Braby and Co., Ltd.; painting of structural steel, 
Wm. Latimer and Co., Ltd.; chalkboards, J. Starkie 
Gardner, Ltd. ; vacuum equipment, W. Edwards and Co. 
(London), Ltd.; curtains, Furdeeor, Ltd.; sculptured 
shield, Miss M. Spencer Watson. 
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A typical laboratory , 
fourth floor. 
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Perspective of the scheme. Below: The main stand. 


MELBOURNE'S OLYMPIC STADIUM: COMPETITION 


WINNING DESIGN : 
FRANK HEATH, Dip.Arch.(Melbourne), ARIBA, and ASSOCIATES, ARCHITECTS 


THE winning design in the competition open to approach to the city. It will cost £A1,100,000 and 
Australian architects for Melbourne’s 1956 is expected to take two years to build. 

Olympic Games stadium was selected in Melbourne Mr. Frank Heath, Dip.Arch.(Melbourne), 

on October 20 (announced in The Builder, October A.R.I.B.A., submitted the winning design. He 

24). The stadium will be built on the site of the described it as a co-operative effort by himself and 

Carlton oval in a parklands region at the northern his small team of architects—Messrs. J. B. McColl, 
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E. Parry-Fielder, G. M. Hirsch, J. 
Millottand G. Ingram. It was unani- 
mously recommended by a panel of 
assessors nominated by the Royal 
Australian Institute of Architects. 
There were 115 entries. 


Mr. Heath will commence imme- 
diately the preparation of full working 
drawings and specifications, and tenders 
for the construction of the stadium 
will be let before the middle of 1953. 
The winning design is not necessarily 
in its final form, as it may be modified 
by features selected from some of the 
other five finalists—each of whom won 
a £A500 prize. 

The winning design provides for a 
stadium accommodating 125,000 
spectators—50,000 seated and 75,000 
standing, with most of the spectators 
under shelter. It will be built of 
reinforced concrete, with an upper 
tier of seats completely surrounding 
the oval and extending out 30 ft. over 
the lower tier. Cantilevered roofing 
extending out 100 ft. will cover much 
of the upper tier and could be extended 
to cover the whole of it without great 
expense. The system of exits and 
entrances will enable the whole of the 
125,000 spectators to be cleared in 
10 minutes. Normal provision will be 
made for 200 Press representatives, 
but it will be designed to be expanded 
to provide office space for up to 1,500, 
with facilities for radio, television, and 
photographers. Four dressing-rooms 
each about 2,500 sq. ft. in area, with 
showers, baths, massage baths, and 
brine baths, will provide for about 
4,000 competitors on the opening day. 
Dressing-room accommodation will be 
built both in the stands and outside 
the stadium. 


The oval-shaped arena will be 615 ft. 
by 490 ft. The shape is dictated by the 
requirements of cricket and Australian 
national football, for which the stadium 
will be used after the Games. The 
design envisages a restaurant seating 
1,500 detached from the main stadium, 
and also provides for a 250-ft. concrete 
Olympic tower. Two 20-passenger 
lifts will carry visitors to the top to 
enjoy the magnificent view of Mel- 
bourne and Port Phillip Bay. A 
suggestion by the architects is that the 
Olympic torch, after being lit on the 
arena, should be carried to the top 
of the tower and left burning there for 
the duration of the Games. 


Melbourne’s other main Olympic 
project will be the construction of an 
Olympic village of 600 houses to 
accommodate officials and contestants. 
Estimated to cost £A1,500,000, it will 
be designed to house 6,000. Like 
Helsinki’s Olympic village, it will be 
turned over to the community for 
private housing after the Games. 
Besides accommodation at the Olympic 
village, space for another 1,200 to 
1,500 contestants and officials will be 
made available by the University of 
Melbourne, handy to the main stadium. 
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Perspective of main entrance. 





Interior view of lower concourse. 


MELBOURNE’S OLYMPIC STADIUM COMPETITION 
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View of north elevation. 


“ HILLFOOT COTTAGE,” COCKNEY HILL, READING 


L. W. BAKER, ARIBA, ARCHITECT 


HE first portion of this bungalow, which was built 
by Mr. Baker for his own occupation, was 
erected under licence during 1946 and 1947 as 
indicated on the plan. This comprised living 
quarters and one bedroom only, in order that the 
large living-room, 20 ft. by 13 ft., could be obtained 
within the maximum permitted floor area of 930 sq. ft. 
The actual area of this portion is 870 sq. ft., and the 
contract price was £900, which included the central 
heating. 

Later, in 1949, when an addition to the family 
made it necessary, a licence was obtained for the 
two-bedroom extension, which was built at the con- 
tract price of £675 and provided a further 460 sq. ft. 
Provision was also made in this extension for an 
additional room in the gable end of the roof space 
if desired, which would be reached by means of a 
concealed sliding ladder and trap door. 

The garage was self-built by the owner with 
labourers’ assistance and second-hand materials, 
and the covered verandah was a further later addition. 

Finishes internally are as follows: Floors to first 
portion are tongued and grooved Columbian pine 
boarding on joists, stained and wax polished. Floors 
to extension are buff coloured composition with 
coved skirtings, laid on solid waterproofed concrete. 
Walls generally, except kitchen and bathroom, etc., 


are plastered with a rough textured finish from a 
wood float and distempered. Walls to the kitchen, 
bathroom, etc., are plastered and painted and have tiled 
dadoes. Window cills throughout are buff quarry tiles. 

Externally the 11 in. brick cavity walls are cream 
colourwashed. Windows are steel casements in 
wood frames, painted Wedgwood blue. The win- 
dow cills are two courses of plain roofing tiles, and 
the roof covering is of hand-made sandfaced plain 
tiles. 

The whole bungalow is centrally heated by means 
of low-pressure hot-water convection heaters with 
sheet metal casings, having inlet and outlet grilles, 
fired by a solid fuel boiler in the kitchen which is 
also capable of providing the domestic hot water. 
Gas water heaters supply the kitchen and bathroom 
in the summer time. In addition there is an open 
fire in the living-room, having an Ancaster stone 
surround with buff quarry tile mantelshelf and 
hearth. 

Site——The site slopes gently, falling from north 
to south, and the approach road is from the north. 
The bungalow has been planned so that the maximum 
sun is obtained in the living and working parts 
which also overlook the garden and fine distant views 
to the Hampshire highlands to the south. Just 
within the Reading borough boundary at the west 
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end of the town in rural surroundings, it is only 
two miles from the town centre. 

Although the length of time taken to complete 
the first portion appears to be 13 months, little was 
done for nearly two months when bricklaying was 
held up during the severe winter of 1947. 


e— 
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LIVING ROOM 
20' 0" x 13'.0" 





PLAN . rere) ert 





FIRST PORTION _ GMa 23) is. is 
BUILT AUG. 1946— SEPT. 1947. BUILT JAN.~ APR.1949 





View of living-room looking 
into dining recess. 


The contractors for the first portion of the build- 
ing were Messrs. John T. Bridges, and for the 
two-bedroom extension, Messrs. R. L. Ash and Sons, 
both of Reading. The magnesium-oxychloride 
composition floor in the extension was laid by the 
Marbolith Flooring Co. 


_EXTENSION 
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CATHEDRAL ARCHITECTS 
Conference at Canterbury 


HE second conference of Cathedral 
Architects was held at Canterbury from 
October 24 to 27, and was attended by nearly 
50 architects, clerks of works and specialists 
in a variety of subjects. 

The Central Council for the Care of 
Churches are to be congratulated on the 
efficient organisation of the Conference, 
which was as great a success as the first, held 
at Lincoln in 1948. The meetings were held 
under the chairmanship of Dr. W. A. Single- 
ton, M.A., B.Arch., A.R.I.B:A., A.M.T.P.L, 
in the Society’s Room of the King’s School, 
in Lardergate, by kind permission of the 
Headmaster and Senior Canon Residentiary. 
Dr. Singleton was able to tell the Conference 
something of his plans for a course on the 
repair of churches for architects and clerks 
of works at York next spring. 

The first subject to be dealt with was the 
treatment of ancient mural paintings. Papers 
were given by Mr. Clive Rouse, F.S.A., Mrs. 
Eve Baker and Mrs. Angela Latham, S.M.D., 
and in the ensuing discussion wax-treatments 
were strongly attacked, being accused of 
detracting from the original colouring and 
matt texture of the paintings, and of an 
inherent liability to flake from porous sur- 
faces, which they tend to seal. Col. B. C. G. 
Shore, F.I-AA, F.FAS.,. L.R.LB.A., 
demonstrated an ingenious method of drying 
out damp walls, which are often a source 
of trouble to mural paintings, by the inser- 
tion of drainage-tubes. 

Conference members were welcomed to 
Canterbury by the Mayor and Mrs. J. R. 
Barret at an informal evening meeting, 
during which Mr. Urry, the City and 
Cathedral Archivist, gave an interesting talk 
on local medieval history. é 


Visit to the Cathedral 


On the Saturday morning, parties were 
conducted over recent: repair work in the 
‘Cathedral by Mr. Harold Anderson, F.S.A., 
F.R.1.B.A., Surveyor to the Fabric. Mr. 
Colin Walker, F.S.A.Scot., the clerk of the 
works, conducted parties over recent dis- 
coveries made while excavating the Under- 
croft of the Great Dormitory, and over the 
Cathedral glass shops, yard and workshops. 

Reassembling after luncheon, the Confer- 


ence went on to discuss the Report of the. 


Committee convened jointly by the Central 
Council for the Care of Churches and the 
Society for the Protection of Ancient Build- 
ings, to consider the subject of Roofing 


Materials. The report has recently appeared 
serially in The Builder, and was well 
received.* Representatives of the Lead, 


Copper and Aluminium Development Asso- 
ciations were present and replied to many 
questions. Parties were then shown over 
the Burgate Shops and the Cathedral Library, 
redesigned by Mr. J. L. Denman, F.R.I.B.A., 
after complete destruction by bombing. 
Meeting again in the evening, members 
of the Conference were introduced to the 
Dean and Members of the Chapter. Photo- 
graphs and drawings of recent repair works 
and alterations to Cathedrals and their 
furnishings were exhibited and discussed. 
On the Sunday morning, a large party 
attended Matins in the Cathedral, sung by 
boys of the King’s School, and afterwards 
a solemn celebration of the Holy Com- 
munion—an impressive and moving 





*It has since been reprinted as a booklet and 
copies are obtainable, price 2s. 6d., post free, 


from the Publishers, he Builder, 4, Catherine 
Street, W.C.2.—Eb. 
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ceremony. Afternoon papers were given by 
Dr. D. J. Gordon Darnton and Mr. Travis 
Warren, describing recent acoustic experi- 
ments at Ripon and Truro. A party was 
conducted by Canon W. F. France over the 
extensive buildings of St. Augustine’s Col- 
lege, recently re-opened by the Archbishop 
of Canterbury as a Central Staff College for 
the whole Anglican Communion. This 
particularly interesting tour included the 
ruins of St. Pancras Church. 

An oil-burning heating scheme recently 
completed at the Cathedral under the direc- 
tion of Messrs. Oscar Faber and Partners 
was .next shown to members, who greatly 
admired the underground heating chamber. 
In a review which followed, Mr. S. Jewbury, 
B.Sc., A.M.Inst.C.E., described traditional 
and experimental methods of heating, and 
posed the question ““To warm the building, 
or the people in it?” During the discussion, 
strong disapproval was expressed of systems 
involving flueless combustion, with their 
attendant dangers of acid and condensation 
attack upon masonry and timbers. The 
Conference resolved that the time was ripe 
for a full study of the whole subject of the 
Heating of Churches. 

On Sunday evening, a discussion was led 
by Mr. Cox, of the Building Apprenticeship 
and Training Council, on the organisation 
of Cathedral repairs. . An optimistic note 
was struck with reference to the shortage of 
skilled masons and other craftsmen, the 
question of a regular intake of young appren- 
tices receiving special attention. The Chief 
Technical Officer of the Rural Industries 
Bureau, Mr. Williams, had interesting sug- 
gestions to make on several craft problems. 

The final meeting of the Conference took 
place on the Monday morning. After a 
demonstration by Mr. Ward, of Messrs. 
Ward and Paterson, of apparatus simplifying 
accurate measurement (see The Builder, 
April 25, 1952), Mr. R. G. Schaffer (Building 
Research Station) and Mr. J. E. M. Mac- 
gregor, F.S.A., F.R.I.B.A. (S.P.A.B.), led 
a discussion on the analysis and treatment of 
structural movements, the doubtful merits of 
most stone preservatives, and the “ dentistry ” 
tradition of repair in plastic stone. 

The Conference was wound up by Dr. 
F. C. Eeles, O.B.E., F.S.A.Scot., F.R.Hist.S., 
on behalf of the Central Council for the Care 
of Churches. It had proved an ideal back- 
ground for the free exchange of ideas, and 
cathedral architects look forward to the 
next occasion with keen anticipation. 


DONALD W. INSALL. 


OBITUARY 


Waller K. Bedingfield, F.R.I.B.A. 

We regret to announce the death, at the 
age of 81, of Mr. Waller King Bedingfield, 
F.R.L.B.A., of Lutterworth. He was respon- 
sible for the re-discovery and preservation 
of many of Leicester’s links with the past. 
He disclosed the foundations of Leicester 
Abbey and laid out the Abbey grounds as 
an extension to Abbey Park, and by saving 
the bricks of the Old Priory Wall in Peacock- 
lane, he was able to repair properly Bishop 
Penney’s Walk, the bricks of which were of 
the same period. 

He was president of the Leicester Society 
of Architects from 1919 to 1921. 


Capt. J. W. Barrow, R.E., A.R.LB.A. 

We regret to announce the death, which 
occurred on November 3, of Capt. J. W. 
Barrow, R.E., A.R.I.B.A., M.1Struct.E.,. a 
partner in the firm of Messrs. William and 
Segar Owen, of Warrington. 
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CONSTRUCTION OF 
FLATS 


Large-scale National Programme 
Advocated 
ME. 


SAM BUNTON, L.R.LB.A., in his 

address to the annual congress of the 
Royal Sanitary Congress at Largs on Octo- 
ber 22, emphasised the need for a large-scale 
programme of flat construction in heights 
varying from 3/15 storeys throughout the 
entire country. 

He went on to express the urgency of con- 
serving agricultural ground to the highest 
possible degree, especially important to a 
nation which grows only half its own food 
supplies. Moreover, there were cases of 
building programmes being stopped all over 
the country because local authorities had 
consumed all their available building land 
and were faced with the need for boundary 
extensions, perpetuating principles of house- 
building still based on present wasteful 
methods of site development, thus further 
aggravating the entire situation. 

He pointed out the true facts that a three- 
apartment house on a current tender figure 
of around £1,600 based on peripheral or ex- 
tended suburban development involved local 
authorities in the need to acquire lands out- 
side their boundaries for extensions to 
sewage disposal and reservoir plants, elec- 
tricity and gas works, including transformers 
and new mains, and for miles of additional 
traffic approach roads and street lighting, 
which together raised the cost to well over 
£2,000 per house. “To this,” he said, “ we 
must add the costs of playing fields, schools, 
shops, libraries, community centres, etc., and 
when this has been done a three-apartment 
house in a new suburban area approaches 
somewhere of the order of £3,500.” 

In consequence, the real answer was to be 
found in including a high proportion of . 
multi-storey flats in new developments within 
city boundaries and also in starting dramatic 
schemes of redevelopment within existing 
city centres where roads, sewers, services, etc., 
were available at pre-1914 prices as against 
the tremendously high costs of to-day’s site 
development, with unfit tenemental properties 
purchased at nominal value. 

He agreed that multi-storey flats in the 
past had rather frightened local authorities 
since by the employment of traditional 
methods of construction they were working 
out at around £3,000 per house. He pointed 
out that these outmoded methods were waste- 
ful in materials and manpower and used 
approximately five tons of steel per house. 

In his view, the three limiting factors in 
housing were supply of materials, adequate 
labour force, and finance. 

Regarding materials and labour, he de- 
scribed the use of new faced concrete block- 
walling based on a crosswall system of design 
related to prefabricated gypsum partitions 
for the interiors, and prestressed planks for 
the floors, which revealed an economy of 
skilled labour and a speed of erection com- 
pletely dwarfing existing traditional methods. 

By the mass production of these units and 
by virtue of proven experience, he claimed 
that in any large scheme the completion time 
would be 50 per cent. faster than the tradi- 
tional method. Regarding finance, he indi- 
cated that since the cost of houses was of 
great concern nationally as well as to local 
authorities, it was only by relating methods 
of design to new materials of the kind he 
had described that we could increase the 
number of houses which could be built with- 
out undue strain on the national economy. 
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Mr. Bunton said that on the basis of cur- 
rent building costs subscribed to by leading 
builders in Scotland, the average cost of a 
three-apartment flat, varying in height from 
3/15 storeys, was £1,726, this sum being in- 
clusive of central heating, central hot water, 
refuse disposal and the costs of lifts for flats 
over four storeys, etc. 

This had been made possible by the mar- 
riage of two crosswall building systems: non- 
reinforced walk-up flats 3/5 storeys high 
with timber floors, and reinforced pre- 
stressed concrete flats 6/15 storeys high. 
This saved fully £1,000 per house as com- 
pared with multi-storey flats being built in 
various parts of the United Kingdom, and 
the average steel content in the new design 
was 11 cwt. per house instead of 5 tons per 
house in traditional methods. 

He went on to say that Mr. Thomas John- 
ston and the late Mr. Joseph Westwood had 
both been criticised during their periods of 
office for claiming that Scotland could build 
50,000 houses per annum. Neither of these 
gentlemen meant that in the first five/six 
post-war years this would be possible. As 
statesmen, they envisaged that the building 
industry would, in due course, reach a stage 
where the development of new methods and 
new materials would lead to greatly increased 
productivity based on the existing labour 
force. 

In that connection, Mr. Bunton explained 
that by the use of special cavity concrete 
blocks, prefabricated gypsum and prestressed 
concrete, the resultant speed of house-build- 
ing was four times greater than that of tradi- 
tional brick, and that gypsum panelling was 
built six times faster than traditional plaster- 
ing methods. 

These were accurate figures based on ex- 
perience of the two types of construction in 
question, and therefore if the entire labour 
force of Scotland were to turn over to cross- 
wall construction on flats and multi-storey 
flats, they could, without augmentation of 
any kind, comfortably achieve the 50,000 
houses per annum which Messrs. Johnston 
and Westwood had declared to be an attain- 
able target. 

He concluded by intimating that the Scot- 
tish Office had, after lengthy negotiation and 
technical examination, now approved the 
erection of a demonstration block at Clyde- 
bank on these principles which would start 
in January, 1953, and which it was hoped to 
complete in eight months. 


1.A.A.S. 
Recognition of Examinations 


Tue Incorporated Association of Archi- 
tects and Surveyors has announced that the 
National Joint Council for Local Authori- 
ties, on the recommendation of the Local 
Government Examinations Board, has 
approved the Association’s examination in 
the Building Surveyors’ Section of member- 
ship for inclusion in the “ List of Examina- 
tions Recognised for Promotion Purposes.” 
It was further approved that the examination 
should be recognised in the same way as the 
final examination of other technical examin- 
ing bodies, and local authorities have been 
notified accordingly. 

One of the implications of this recognition 
is that the passing of the I.A.A.S. Inter- 
mediate Examination (Building Surveyors’ 
Section) confers eligibility for promotion in 
local authority service to posts designated 
“professional” up to APT IV. Passing of 
the Final Examination confers eligibility for 
promotion to grade APT IV and ‘higher 
grades, provided that the officer has had five 
years’ approved experience. 
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The Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors 
Mr. Cassels Pinkerton’s Presidential Address 


HE recent decision of the Council not to 

pursue the aim of registration for the 
profession was defended by Mr. J. CASSELS 
PINKERTON, in his presidential address at 
Monday’s meeting of the Royal Institution 
of Chartered Surveyors, held at Great 
George-street, Westminster, S.W.1. 

“Though this Institution claims to place 
the highest professional hallmark upon those 
who value real property,” he said, “it 
would seem to be sheer presumption for us 
to suggest that none but our members are 
capable of buying or selling houses, advis- 
ing upon growing timber, planning a new 
town, measuring a brick wall, surveying a 
coalfield, or plotting the line of a drain upon 
an Ordnance Survey map. Even if we did 
presume to make such a suggestion, I doubt 
if the public would accept it.” 

Continuing, Mr. Pinkerton said that the 
main argument put forward in support of 
registration rested upon the need for protec- 
ing the public from the quack and charlatan. 
“ Now, are not many who support that argu- 
ment looking too much at the moon, and in 
danger of falling into the deep mire of in- 
consequence? ” he asked. “Is the informed 
public—and surely we do draw most of our 
clients from the well - informed — not more 
capable of determining the particular merits 
of a professional man from a knowledge of 
the history and standing of the society 
through which he has graduated, than of 
selecting an adviser from a heterogeneous 
mass of registered practitioners? Further, 
are not the uninformed members of the 
public really suffering from the machinations 
of evil men who have taken advantage of 
the times, rather than from the blunderings 
of incompetent surveyors? And, if the 
public are in fact suffering from the 
machinations of evil men, can you make 
angels of such persons by fixing upon their 
shoulders the wings of registration? 

“In reply to that question, it is said by 
some that, when their evil is detected, the 
registration council will cast them down. 
But the public may well ask why they were 
ever exalted. 

“It is, indeed, the operations of evil men 
in the business of what is usually called 
house agency, and in particular in the busi- 
ness of selling and letting the smaller types 
of houses, that have received the closest 
attention of your Council.” 


Self-Imposed Standards 


If registration were to be imposed upon 
the house agency business, it was difficult to 
see how it could be done without including 
the professional work of valuing and man- 
aging, and in that case, he asked, what bene- 
fit would accrue to the larger public? For 
it was axiomatic that professional societies 
could be imposed by a statutory control 
sional conduct upon their members than 
would be imposed by a statutory control 
upon practitioners in general. 

“In the circumstances, and despite the dis- 
appointment which their decision must 
cause to some members and to many of our 
friends, the Council could only arrive at one 
conclusion,” Mr. Pinkerton declared. 
“Registration ought not to be pursued; 
indeed, its pursuit must be resisted as a 
measure that would be to the ‘benefit 
neither of the public nor of the profession, 
besides being contrary to the wishes of the 
majority of our members,” 


Turning to the future, Mr. Pinkerton 
said: ‘““Where do we go now? To embark 
upon some blatant form of advertising the 
professional merits of our members? Surely 
not! In a world that is bemused by con- 
flicting claims as to the merits of motor- 
cars, insurance companies, ladies’ under- 
garments and nutritious foods, the value of 
even the more subtle advertising is rather 
open to doubt. In any case, even the most 
subtle advertising, notwithstanding that it 
may be disguised as ‘ public relations,’ is all 
slightly dishonest.”” The best way of calling 
attention to their existence, he suggested, was 
by educating themselves to give the public 
the services they required. “ Remember 
that the* public—and the business public in 
particular—have a penchant for receiving 
value for the fees they pay. They will pay 


‘good fees to good surveyors.” 


Town Planning 

Continuing, Mr. Pinkerton said that there 
was somewhat disconcerting evidence that, 
in the practice of the “art” of valuation, 
some of the official pictures were rather un- 
intelligible to the outside public. “I am 
fully aware of the pitfalls which beset the 
art critic, but, at the risk of talking non- 
sense, I suggest that good art has to be 
honest. If it is dishonest to pull the public’s 
leg by painting clever pictures that mean 
nothing, it is equally dishonest to propound 
valuations which have no basis of solid fact, 
or to present plans of new towns which the 
planner knows are impossible of implemen- 
tation.” 

On the question of who should lead the 
planning team, the speaker said he would 
prefer that the team were led by a local man 
—either the engineer or the architect or the 
surveyor—as the circumstances dictated, or 
even as the individual brilliance of the man 
emerged. Then there might be produced 
plans predominantly bearing the impress of 
either the mathematical orderliness of the 
engineer, the artistic genius of the architect, 
or planned by the surveyor to take full ad- 
vantage of the economic potentialities of the 
site. That idea would at least produce a 
welcome variation in planning, and new de- 
velopments would look somewhat different 
the one from the other; and, when viewed 
from the air, they would not all look like 
examples taken from the standard textbooks 
on town planning. 

But whether or not the surveyor led the 
town planning team, there was a distinct and 
important contribution which he could make 
to town planning which was being more and 
more discovered, or rather rediscovered, 
“The valuer and estate manager is the per- 
son who can say whether, against the pres- 
sure of economic circumstances, the plan is 
ever likely to be implemented, for it will be 
for him to say how much the acquisition of 
the necessary ground will cost, how much 
compensation must be paid, what has been 
the past history of local development, and, 
most important of all, whether private 
capital is likely to be attracted by the pro- 
posed scheme. Many plans and planning 
reports have been prepared since the war 
which paid scant regard to these matters, but 
how many of these plans will ever bear 
fruit? Fear of the bankruptcy courts brought 
accountants into industry. Somewhat the 
same fear is bringing surveyors back into 
planning.” 
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THE BUILDER 


THE COST OF HOUSE-BUILDING 
The Third Girdwood Report 


‘HE third report of the committee of 
inquiry (the Girdwood Committee) set 
up by the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government “to consider and keep under 
review the costs of house-building and to 
make recommendations” was published on 
Tuesday last (Stationery Office, 1s. 3d.). 
The committee summarise their findings as 
follows :— 


Building Cost of Local Authority Tradi- 
tional Three-Bedroom Houses—Iin_ our 
second report we estimated that the building 
cost of the average local authority traditional 
three-bedroom house completed in October. 
1949, was £1,321. In this report we have 
verified the general accuracy of that estimate. 

We now estimate that the building cost 
of the average traditional three-bedroom 
house completed in October, 1951, was 
£1,450. 

The average 1951 house is of the same 
superficial area, but of more economical 
design and specification than the average 
1949 house. 

We account for the estimated net increase 
of £129 in the building cost of the average 
1951 house compared with the average 1949 
house as follows: 


(a) an increase of £40 in labour costs, £136 
in materials costs and plant charges, 
and of £16 in overhead charges and 
profit; 

(b) a saving of £63 attributable to econo- 
mies in design and specification. 


Total Cost.——We estimate the total cost 
of the average local authority three-bedroom 
house (including cost of land and its develop- 
ment and professional fees) completed in 
October, 1951, at £1,690, compared with 
£1,515 for the house completed in October, 
1949, 

The average costs current in 1951 for site 
purchase and development amounted to 
about £190 per house, of which about £25 
was for the purchase of land. 

The continued increase in the cost of site 
development seems to indicate that closer 
attention could, in many cases, be paid to 
securing greater economy in the layout of 
roads and sewers and in widths of streets 
and in the specification of roads and foot- 
paths. 

We estimate professional fees (or cost of 
corresponding local authority staff) at £30 
for architects and £20 for quantity surveyors, 
the analogous figures for the 1949 house 
being £24 and £12 respectively. 

The scales of fees for both architects and 
quantity surveyors were increased in 1949. 
We consider, however. that much of the 
work represented by the cost in quantity 


’ surveyors’ fees is caused by remeasurement 


during the progress of a contract and could 
be avoided if accurate drawings were pre- 
pared before inviting tenders and if bills 
of quantities were accurately related to 
the drawings. 

We consider that where a local authority 
employs a quantity surveyor to prepare bills 
of quantities it is incumbent on the authority, 
the architect and the quantity surveyor to 
see that all proper details are available before 
the bills are prepared. 

Man-Hours and Productivity—We esti- 
mated the number of man-hours required 
to build the average house of 1,050 sq. ft. 
completed in October, 1949, at 2,575. For 
a house of the same area completed in 
October, 1951, we estimate the required man- 


hours at 2,475. This reduction of 100 man- 
hours we attribute to economies in design 
and specification, not in improved pro- 
ductivity, since we have no evidence of 
improvement in output per man in 1951 
compared with 1949. We conclude that pro- 
ductivity is still 20 per cent. below the 
pre-war level; if productivity could be 
restored to the pre-war level, approximately 
25 per cent. more houses could be built with 
the present labour force and £100 per house 
could be saved in cost. 


Recent Trends in Costs.—The steady rise 
in the tender prices of local authority tradi- 
tional three-bedroom houses was _ halted 
towards the end of 1951 by the increasing 
use of new house designs incorporating a 
smaller total floor area. 

The Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government have estimated that typical 
houses of the new designs would cost at 
least £150 less than houses of comparable 
accommodation built recently, and we agree 
that this saving can be achieved. 

Bedroom-Types of Dwellings Provided.— 
We note the continued trend towards more 
two-bedroom and less three-bedroom dwell- 
ings. Eighty-six per cent. of all post-war 
permanent local authority dwellings com- 
pleted by March 31, 1948, had three bed- 


October, 1947 October, 1949 
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substantial savings, but the: fact remains that 
even should they be attained, the buildmg 
cost of the typical local authority house 
would still be more than three times the 
cost of its counterpart in 1938-39, : 
We feel that the time has now arrived 
when... your department should ‘itself 
undertake reviews at appropriate intervals 
of the cost of house-building . . . such 
reviews should be made generally available 
not only because of the widespread public 
interest in house-building costs and their 
effect upon rents, but also because we con- 
sider that regular and reliable publicity will 
be a reminder to all concerned in local 
government, the building industry and the 
professions of their responsibility for secur- 
ing efficiency and economy in house-building. 
The time taken to build houses—shorter 
in 1949 than it had been in 1947—has 
lengthened (11.8 months in December, 1951, 
compared with 10.6 in December, 1949). 
This may partly be due to the abnormally 
bad building weather early in 1951. (Para. 5.) 
Houses tendered for in the middle of 1950 
and completed in October, 1951, were built 
during a period of continuously rising prices 
and almost every material used in house- 
building had a price increase within this 
period. ... We have assessed the increases 
. as £121. [This figure is reduced to £110 
by means of certain additions and deduc- 
tions.1 The final building cost compared 
with 1947 and 1949 is given in the following 
table : — 


October, 1951 





1,029 sq. ft. 1,050 sq.ft. | Area of house 1,050 sq. ft. 
22s. 9d. 24s. 6d. Tender price per sq. ft. 24s. 8d. 
£1,170 £1,286 Tender sum ‘a po aes ar 7p £1,295 

--- £4 Claims under the fluctuations clauses for wage £19 
increases during currency of contract. 
£12 £4 Miscellaneous labour extras dia ae ass £2 
£40 £7 Increased cost of materials subject to the materials £110 
price fluctuations clause. ’ 
£20 £20 General variations ... Pe Wea at tag £24 
£1,242 £1,321 £1,450 
24s. 2d. 25s. 2d. Final cost per sq. ft. aoe hia oe 27s. 74d. 

6.1 percent. 2.7 per cent. Percentage increase of final cost over tender price 12 per cent. 

rooms. In the last quarter of 1951 only Professional Fees 


50 per cent. of the dwellings on approved 
tenders had three bedrooms. 

Incentive Schemes.—There seems no evi- 
dence of further progress in the spread of 
incentive schemes between 1949 and 1951. 

Size of Contracts—Therte is a slight trend 
towards larger contracts. 

The Effect of House-Building Costs on 
Rents.—The total cost of the average local 
authority traditional three-bedroom house 
completed in October, 1951, was £1,690, 
including the cost of land, roads and services 
and professional fees. The net subsidised 
weekly rent of such a house (assuming the 
new standard rates of subsidy, which are 
equivalent to 13s. 8d. per week) would be 
21s. per week. 

A reduction of £150 in the building cost 
of the house would reduce the net subsidised 
weekly rent to 18s. 4d. per week. 


Points from the Report 


Other points made in the main text of 
the report are :— 

There is no evidence of improvement in 
output in 1951 as compared with 1949, and 
it is still 20 per cent. below pre-war... . 
If pre-war productivity could be achieved, 
approximately 25 per cent. more houses 
could be built with the same labour force, 
and a further saving of approximately £100 
per house would be effected. These are 


The total cost of architects’ fees and 
expenses for the average house completed 
in October, 1951, is estimated at about £30. 
Quantity surveyors’ fees have increased to 
rather more than the £12 per house esti- 
mated in the first Girdwood Report. 
“ Travelling expenses and lithography or the 
charges for copies of documents are addi- 
tional to the quantity surveyor’s fees. There 
have been considerable increases in the latter 
items.” 


Examination of schemes submitted to the 
Ministry suggests that in many cases the 
original bill of quantities is for a typical 
house in a scheme and variations between 
houses due to differences in foundation 
depths and the layout of paths, fences and 
drains have to be re-measured during the 
progress of the contract. This involves con- 


‘siderable extra cost in fees, much of which 


could be avoided if accurate drawings were 
prepared for this work before inviting tenders 
and the quantities were accurately related to 
these drawings. It is noticeable that many 
authorities, when applying for loan sanction 
before starting building, include in their 
applications considerable amounts for quan- 
tity surveyors’ fees on anticipated variations, 
which experience has shown them will almost 
certainly arise. This practice indicates that 
the remarks of the Working Party onthe 
Building Industry about the absence of 
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adequate “ pre-planning” of building work 
were timely. The fact that the quantity sur- 
veyor can be relied on to measure variations 
which are due to insufficient preparation may 
tend to perpetuate this lack of “pre- 
planning.” 

The normal method of employing a pro- 
fessional firm of quantity surveyors to 
prepare bills of quantities on which to invite 
open competitive tenders is, however, not by 
any means universal. Some of the larger 
authorities employ their own quantity sur- 
veying staff, who prepare the bills of 
quantities, examime the tenders and agree 
the final settlement on the conclusion of the 
contract. In some areas architects in private 
practice still prepare their own quantities and 
charge the standard quantity syrveyors’ fees 
for the work. A considerable number of 
local authorities place many of their con- 
tracts by negotiation with a regular panel 
of local builders without a bill of quantities 
and without recourse to a quantity surveyor 
even for settlement of the final account. 
This method is most successful where full 
details are available of site works, depth of 
foundations and type of fittings and furnish- 
ings required, and where the houses to be 
built are largely similar to others already 
erected by the same contractor. This method 
makes it necessary to avoid variations during 
the work as far as possible, and where this 
is achieved. the final settlement is easy and 
extras are small. Generally, however, it 
lacks the advantage of open competitive ten- 
dering and for that reason may sometimes 
fail to secure the keenest possible tender 
price. Where there are enough local 
builders keen for the work and all prepara- 
tory details are clearly defined, this method 
can produce low prices, rapid completion, 
a minimum of extras and prompt settlement 
of the final account. 

When a local authority follow the normal 
practice of employing a quantity surveyor 
to prepare bills of quantities, it is incumbent 
on the. authority, the architect and the 
quantity surveyor to see that all proper 
details are available before the bills 
are prepared and that the employment of 
the quantity surveyor is not allowed to 
encourage inadequate preliminary drawings 
resulting in unnecessary variations, costly re- 
measurement of “ provisional” items and a 
consequently protracted final settlement, 
which is sometimes much in excess of the 
tender sum, and involves in addition con- 
siderable expense in professional fees. 

Where professional firms are employed, 
the total cost of the quantity surveying ser- 
vices is usually between £15 and £25 per 
house. Allowing for contracts where the 
work is due by the local authority staff, we 
estimate that an average amount of £20 per 
house is adequate. 

Total Cost 

The total cost of the average local 
authority traditional three-bedroom house 
completed in October, 1951, including site 
cost and professional fees is, therefore, 
estimated to be as follows. We add for 
comparison the figures for October, 1947, 
and October, 1949. 


Oct. Oct. Oct. 

1947 1949 1951 
£ £ £ 

1,242 1,321 Building cost . 1,450 


Cost of land and site deidiopment 190 


Architect’s fees and expenses (or 
cost of -~ apaaaaed local 


122 158 


24 24 authority staff) .. . 30 
Quantity Sutenyer’ s a ont 
expenses (or cost of —— 
12 12 ing local authority staff) as 20 
1,400 1,515 Total Cost ... 1,690 
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Cost of Houses, 1952 

On this subject the report states: In order 
to give some indication of the likely cost 
of houses which may be built to the new 
sizes and designs and at current levels of 
cost, we may take as our datum the tenders 
approved in January, 1952 (27s. 7d. per 
sq. ft.). These will have been priced during 
the latter part of 1951 and will be related 
to a materials price index of 128 (reached 
in August, 1951) and a craftsman’s wage of 
3s. 14d. per hour in a Grade A district 
(applicable since March, 1951). We have to 
allow for small advances of materials prices 
in the early part of 1952 and for an increase 
in wages of 3d. per hour in February. These 
two factors may raise cost by about 9d. 
per sq. ft., which, added to 27s. 7d.; would 
give 28s. 4d. for a 1,000 sq. ft. house. 
Starting with this figure of 28s. 4d., we adjust 
it upwards to 28s. 9d. for the smaller house 
(because the cost per sq. ft. tends to increase 
as the size is reduced) and downwards to 
28s. because the cost per sq. ft. tends to 
fall as the size is increased. On this basis 
the comparative costs of houses built in 
1952 to the old and new sizes and designs 
respectively would be:— 

Houses built to earlier plans, say, 1,050 
sq. ft., at 28s. = £1,470. 

Houses built to new plans, say, 900 sq. ft., 
at 28s. 9d. = £1,294. 

To these figures would, of course, have 
to be added any subsequent increases in 
materials cost or wage rates which would 
be reimbursable under the fluctuations 
clause. On the other hand, the figure quoted 
for the 900 sq. ft. house does not allow 
specifically for the further savings which 
might reasonably be expected from the 
greater simplicity of new designs and the 
increased use of terraces. 


Private Enterprise Housing 

On the subject of private enterprise house- 
building the committee states that they have 
come to the conclusion that a fresh inquiry 
would not produce results of significance 
sufficient to justify the public expense and 
effort involved. Since the war, private enter- 
prise house-building has been engaged in the 
main in the erection of houses singly or in 
very small numbers; these conditions are 
not comparable with those under which 
much private enterprise building was con- 
ducted before the war or under which most 
local authority house-building has been con- 
ducted since the war. In these circumstances, 
there would be little possibility of drawing 
any useful comparisons. These views have 
been corroborated by the National Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers. The 
Federation still felt that the private enter- 
prise builder could build more cheaply than 
local authorities. 


Examining Tender Prices 


On this subject the committee report: In 
paragraph 119 of our first report we indicated 
that the upward trend in the size of houses 
might possibly have been accelerated by the 
Ministry’s method of examining tender 
prices by reference to the cost per sq. ft. 
of floor area rather than to the total cost 
of houses. In our second report (paragraph 
100) we recommended that the method might 
be modified to reduce the permissible allow- 
ance per sq. ft. either for area in excess of 
a basic area or for those parts of the 
measured area of the house which are mani- 
festly less expensive to build. We under- 
stand from the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government that administrative action 
has been taken which meets the point. 
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INCENTIVE BONUS 
PAYMENTS 
“ Schemes have Come to Stay ” 


eS [THE building industry has still a very 
long way to go before it can claim 
to have successfully resolved all the major 
problems resulting from the 1947 joint settle- 
ment to introduce systems of bonus pay- 
ments on building work,” said Mr. D. E. 
WoobBINE ParisH, F.I.0.B., President of the 
London, Master Builders’ Association, speak- 
ing at a meeting of the South-Eastern Area 
of the Association, held in Beckenham on 
November 11 under the chairmanship of 
Mr. N. J. Kemp. Unless the industry col- 
lectively endeavoured to resolve these prob- 
lems during the next few years it would face 
a very serious economic position, he said. 
Each section was deeply and inescapably 
involved: first, the architect, in the com- 
pleteness and constructional aptness of his 
designs and his ability to administer his work 
and issue his instructions in a lucid, com- 
petent and timely manner; second, the master 
builder and his sub-contractors, in the skill 
that each displayed in their detailed manage- 
ment and work organisation and in the capa- 
city and competence of the supervisory staff 
that they employed; third, the operative, in 
the standard of craftsmanship that he at- 
tained and the degree of individual respon- 
sibility that he accepted ir ensuring a high 
level of production in the industry; and, 
fourth, the manufacturer and merchant, in 
their joint function of assuring adequate sup- 
plies and stocks of materials and components. 
Mr. Parish continued by saying that the 
1947 settlement had brought about a funda- 
mental alteration in the long-established 


system of wage payments in the building. 


industry. Wages now could, and should, be 
related to actual output attained instead of 
to time worked, as had previously been the 
case. 


The administrative staff required to 
operate successfully, first, simple schemes, 
and later more comprehensive schemes 
needed careful training and practical experi- 
ence. Procedure and policy governing each 
scheme had to be defined, understood and 
accepted, and these were all matters which 
could not be unduly hastened. 

Satisfactory incentive schemes covering a 
wide range of work were operating and, as 
experience had been gained, so the opera- 
tion of schemes had extended and would 
continue to extend. The prime object of 
any bonus payment scheme, whether for 
building operations or any other form of 
work, must be to encourage the individual 
to produce his maximum output without 
undue fatigue, and not vaguely to aim at 
more output. 


The Architect’s Part 

Unfortunately, architects often completely 
failed to realise that the success or failure of 
a particular bonus scheme on a contract de- 
pended to a large extent upon their ability 
to look at building as a process of assembly 
requiring the closest liaison between them- 
selves as designers and their builders as pro- 
duction managers. 

Mr. Parish concluded by saying that bonus 
payments schemes in the building industry 
had come to stay. There could be no put- 
ting back the clock, and so the sooner every- 
one concerned accepted the fact and loyally 
endeavoured to make each scheme work 
fairly and advantageously for the benefit of 
the building public, the better. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


London Builders’ Conference 


ON the motion for the adjournment in the 

House of Commons on November 7, 
Mr. Percy WELLS, the Labour member for 
Faversham, raised the question of the 
London Builders’ Conference, which, he said, 
had been in existence for a number of years. 
He hoped to show that behind this innocent- 
sounding title there existed an organisation 
with very wide ramifications which exercised 
a control over building tenders that not only 
made a farce of competitive tendering but 
extracted large sums of money from those 
for whom the work was performed without 
performing any service whatever to the 
building owner. The activities of this 
organisation were not, as the name implied, 
confined to London only; there were regional 
conferences up and down the country and 
those operated in conjunction with the 
London Builders’ Conference. 

The London and regional conferences 
were concerned with contracts of from £3,000 
to £250,000. Above that sum interest was 
transferred to another conference called the 
“Major Contractors Conference” which 
covered contracts anywhere in the United 
Kingdom, had the same chairman as the 
London Builders’ Conference, and operated 
from the same offices at No. 32, Portland- 
place, W.1. 

Membership of the conference was open to 
any firm without entrance fee or annual sub- 
scription. They were allowed to quit at any 
time upon giving three months’ notice. 
Should a firm not desire to enter into 
membership of the conference it could 
become what was known in the constitution 
of the London Builders’ Conference as a 
“co-operating non-member.” Although the 
membership of the conference was easy and 
cheap, it carried a certain number of obliga- 
tions. For instance, every co-operating 
non-member or member, as soon as he had 
decided to tender for a job, must immediately 
inform the conference chairman, Sir Alfred 
Hurst, of his intention so to do. The reason 
for this was made perfectly plain in a letter 
which had come into his possession addressed 
from the conference head office on January 
21, 1951, to certain tenderers in the following 
terms: “Dear Sirs, The following con- 
tract has been reported to this office as a 
competitive conference job under the rules 
of the conference: employer, Kent County 
Council; description: adaptation to form old 
peoples’ home, Court Royal, Tunbridge 
Wells. And according to our information 
the under-noted firms are competing for 
it... .” Then followed a list of 16 firms 
who were about to tender for this contract. 
This had been checked and found to be 
correct. 

That allowed tenderers to know exactly 
with whom they were competing and it also 
enabled them to get together and fix upon a 
minimum price for this particular contract. 
This obligation to report (now quoted from 
the constitution of the London Builders’ 
Conference rules, paragraph 15): “should 
extend to all building or civil engineering 
work anywhere in the United Kingdom esti- 
mated to cost more than £2,500. Members 
must also report information coming to their 
knowledge in regard to the competition from 
non-members.” 

The next and fundamental obligation of 
members and their co-operating non- 


members to the conference was—and here 
he would quote again from paragraph 18 of 
the Conference Constitution: —‘“ to report in 
confidence to the chairman the preliminary 
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price at which he would propose to tender.” 

The House would appreciate that this 
information was forwarded to the chairman 
of the London Builders’ Conference or the 
regional conference, whichever it might be, 
before any tender had been sent to the per- 
son for whom the work was to be done. 

What happened to these prices when they 
reached the offices of the conference? Were 
they checked by a body of experts? Not at 
all. The highest one-third, when more than 
five tenders were received, and the highest 
in excess of three when five or less tenders 
were received, were eliminated. The average 
of the remaining two-thirds or the last three, 
as the case might be, was taken as the fair 
price. To this was then added £5, plus 
2s. per £100 of the estimate up to £50,000, 
plus Is. per £100 in respect of any excess 
over £50,000, for each person tendering. As 
The Builder, the trade journal, stated in a 
leading article on August 29 this year, this 
could, of itself, add £550 to a £50,000 con- 
tract if ten firms tendered. 

This average sum was then called “ the fair 
price,’ and became the lowest tender price 
from members of the London Builders’ Con- 
ference and their co-operating non-members. 
The other prices were adjusted in order that 
the person who sent in the lowest price 
would still be the lowest tenderer from 
among the membership of the London 
Builders’ Conference. If successful a 
member would be expected to hand the 
amount that he had received in excess of his 
lowest price to the conference; this was then 
to be shared equally between the firms who 
tendered, less a deduction of 25 per cent, in 
the case of a member and of 333 per cent. 
in the case of a co-operating non-member. 
It would be seen that not only was the owner 
paying more for the job than he would do 
otherwise—money from which he derived 
no benefit—but that the unsuccessful firms 
received payment for no service to him what- 
ever. 

Further, if a member or a co-operating 
non-member lost a contract owing to having 
carried out the chairman’s instructions to 
increase his price—and he now quoted from 
paragraph 28(3) of the London Builders’ 
Conference objects and rules— compensa- 
tion will be paid at the rate of 1 per cent. 
of the member’s preliminary price up to 
£100,000 and of half per cent. on any excess 
over £100,000.” 

This had ‘been described in many quarters 
as a racket. To what extent it had increased 
the cost of building it was not possible to 
tell but the sum must be tremendous. 

A letter to over 500 members of the Lon- 
don Builders’ Conference dated July 21, 
1952, sent out by Sir Alfred Hurst stated: 
“As a result of a semi-official discussion 
I had with leading officers of the Ministry 
of Works the Department has in no case 
insisted on the signature of the declaration 
and no firm has.been penalised on that 
account.” 

He (Mr, Wells) had already received from 
the Minister of Works the assurance, which 
he accepted unreservedly, that this statement 
was not correct. 

That letter was sent out because the build- 
ing committee of Kent County Council had 
informed all firms on their list that for work 
costing above £3,000 they would be required 
in future to sign a declaration similar to that 
drawn up by the Ministry of Works in 
March last year. 

They were told that these additions were 
not very frequent. Nobody but the chair- 
man of the London Builders’ Conference 
knew that. As far back as October 10 he 
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was invited by the Kent County architect 
in a letter, which appeared in The Builder, 
to give (a) the number of jobs dealt with 
since the war by the conference; (b) the 
number of such jobs where adjustment to a 
“fair price” had been made; (c) the sum 
total of the adjustments so made; and (d) 
whether his office records of the London 
Builders’ Conference could be open for 
inspection to justify any of the figures given. 

There had been no reply. 

“I know that the Minister’s powers are 
limited (concluded Mr. Wells), but I ask him 
to endeavour to persuade the President of 
the Board of Trade to refer this matter to 
the Monopolies Commission, and meantime 
to see that the declaration drawn up by his 
own Department is strictly implemented in 


Government and local government con- 
tracts. The Royal Institute of British 
Architects in their Journal reported on 


August 5, 1951, that the R.I.B.A. Council 
had met and ‘re-affirmed its strong dis- 
approval expressed by the council in 1939 of 
the methods of the conference in regard to 
price-fixing arrangements. The council 
deprecated particularly the procedure which 
has the effect of adding an amount to the 
contract price for which the building owner 
receives no visible or tangible returns.’ 

“In view of such general condemnation 
by those who are so closely connected with 
the building industry and in view of the pre- 
sent tremendously high cost of building I 
beg the Minister, with some confidence, that 
he will take whatever steps are open to him 
to remove this parasitical organism from one 
of our fundamental industries.” 


The Minister’s Reply 


Mr. Eccies, Minister of Works, in reply, 
said it was clear from the constitution of 
the London Builders’ Conference that it 
contemplated arrangements which must limit 
competition and raise the prices of build- 
ings which were condemned in the report 
of the Simon Committee in 1944. No Gov- 
ernment could remain indifferent to them. 
It might be that the obvious thing to do was 
to ask the President of the Board of Trade 
to refer the matter to the Monopolies Com- 
mission; but against it was that it was a 
long and cumbrous procedure, and he wanted 
quicker results if he could get them. He 
would like to try first to persuade the 
builders in this conference to look again 
closely at their arrangements, and to end 
them in the national interest and their own. 
This conference was set up before the war, 
and there were many restrictive practices 
introduced in the inter-war years for which 
there was no excuse to-day. 

It had been argued that since the war the 
powers to knock out the lowest tender and 
to raise the cost by these adjustments had 
not been very much used. Ministers were 
apt to say that their powers were not danger- 
ous because they were seldom used, but any 
member of the House of Commons who was 
a friend of liberty knew that the answer 
was: “If you don’t need the powers you 
ought to drop them.” 

To-day there was plenty of work for the 
building industry. There was. going to be 
more steel for building next year, and there 
would be more licences and more work to 
do with the present labour force. It was 
therefore of the highest importance that any 
arrangements which added to prices should 
not be accepted. The Ministry of Works 
had taken some steps already. His pre- 
decessor, who was alarmed by the actions 
of the L.B.C., decided to require every firm 
which tendered for Ministry contracts to sign 
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—or refuse to sign—a. certificate which asked 
for three assurances: a declaration that they 
were nat parties to any scheme or arrange- 
ment under which (a) they communicated 
the amount of a tender to any person or 
body before the contract was let; (b) no 
other tenderer for the same work was 
reimbursed for part of his tendering costs; 
and (c) the tender price was adjusted by 
reference directly or indirectly to the prices 
of any other tenders. 

That was a measure of protection, but he 
was not sure that they had gone far enough. 
The architect was the man whose profes- 
sional responsibility it was to see that the 
client did not pay too much for a building. 
The R.I.B.A. had endorsed the use of the 
certificate, but not all architects had insisted 
on it. If they had, he did not see how the 
conference could have continued in exist- 
ence. It might be considered reprehensible 
that the Ministry and the architectural pro- 
fession had not been able entirely to deal 
with this organisation. The reason might 
be that the whole system of tendering left 
much to be desired. The receipt of a licence 
was the long awaited signal to go ahead, and 
the building owner was impatient to start 
at once and the contractor often had to 
work on insufficient information. The result 
was a strong temptation to protect them- 
selves against modifications and increases in 
cost not apparent in the original documents 
from the architect. That was all very bad, 
but it did not mean that they should simply 
drop the conference methods and cure the 
situation. They had to go to the root of 
the matter and improve the combined opera- 
tion of architect, quantity surveyor and con- 
tractor. The lead should come from the 
R.I.B.A., and the Ministry of Works would 
give all the help they could. 

He wanted these conference methods “ to 
go quietly ” and he would say toa his friends 
in the building trade who were members 
of the conference—and some of the best 
firms were members—that he wanted them 
to help him to get rid of all restrictive prac- 
tices in the building industry. The national 
interest demanded it. They had, a great 
challenge to meet in building quicker and 
cheaper and without a loss of standards. 
The country wanted more houses and they 
must not let it down. All restrictive prac- 
tices stood in the way of doing the maximum 
amount of work at the lowest reasonable 
cost. How could he ask the building trade 
unions to consider abandoning any restric- 
tive practices if it was known that the 
employers were making use of this confer- 
ence arrangement? 

He was against nationalisation and state 
control, but what more serious argument 
for nationalisation or state control could be 
found than an arrangement between employ- 
ers for fixing prices and limiting competition? 
The consumers’ interest could be safeguarded 
by either the free choice of supply, or State 
control of prices. He did not believe in 
State control of prices and therefore he 
wanted to see the consumer satisfied that he 
was safeguarded by free and fair competition. 
He would say to his friends in the building 
industry who were doing a very good job 
that they need have no fear either of 
unemployment or of nationalisation if they 
would keep their costs down and do good 
work at competitive prices—and be seen 
by the public to be bine so. He hoped 


they would not overlook the importance of 
freedom and the price to be paid for it— 
fair dealing and service to the public. If 
there could bea quick settlement of this 
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matter it would be to the satisfaction of the 
House and the country. 

Lt.-Cot. Lipton (Labour) asked if the 
Minister would encourage al] local authori- 
ties to require the same condition from con- 
tractors as the Ministry required. 

Mr. Eccies said that he would but he 
was under the impression that a number 
of local authorities did not understand the 
existence of the conference at all. 

Mr. GiBSON (Labour) asked if the matter 
could not be settled in a friendly way behind 
the scenes, whether it would be referred 
to the Monopolies Commission to make a 
strong recommendation. 

Mr. Eccies said he had already put that 
possibility to the President of the Board of 
Trade and they would keep it in mind. 


Development Charge 


N the Queen’s Speech, with which the new 

Session of Parliament was opened on 
November 4, it was stated that a measure 
would be promoted relating to the Town and 
Country Planning Acts, 1947. 

In the debate on the Address, in reply to 
the speech, Mr. CHURCHILL said that the 
development charge or betterment charge 
had become a direct deterrent upon enter- 
prise and production and had brought a lot 
of it to a standstill. They might ask them- 
selves, “Is that what we want?” If ever 
there was a subject which might be con- 
sidered calmly and coolly without partisan- 
ship by both parties, who were both concerned 
in what had been done in the past and what 
emerged in the future, it was here in this 
measure which would come before them this 
Session. The logic of the Uthwatt Report 
might be impeccable and both parties yielded 
to it and were involved, but in practice the 
result had been unhappy. 

To pay out £300 million next year, as the 
Act required, would put money in the pocket 
of many who had no intention of ever 
exercising development rights and who 
suffered no loss. The ordinary small land- 
owner also did not understand the theory 
that he must bring back potential develop- 
ment rights. The process was unenforceable 
except by the drastic use of compulsory 
powers. Before the end of the month the 
Government’s full proposals on this subject 
would be presented to the House of Com- 
mons, and he trusted that they might receive 
fair consideration in view of the association 
of both parties for over eight years in this 
extremely difficult and baffling situation. 

In the House of Lords, Lorp BUCKMASTER 
said he had never fully apprehended the 
Town and Country Planning Act, and he was 
afraid he did not do so now. He believed 
that in regard to the planning principles of 
the Act there was a broad area of agreement. 
But the financial provisions were based on 
underlying principles to which it was not 
easy in practice to give effect. The Act 
intended that land should change hands at 
the value it was worth for the purpose for 
which it was now used, and that any other 
value, any building or speculative value, 
should not be taken into account. The 
owner, if he claimed in time, was entitled 
to compensation for the amount of develop- 
ment lost. The Act also imposed a charge 
on development. But it was essential to the 
operation of the Act that land should change 
hands freely at existing use value. In fact, 
that had not happened. It was not likely 
that the owner would sell land at £10 per 
acre when the market price was £90. He 
did not do so. That produced this result: 
that the owner had sold land at £90 and the 
existing use value was only £10, and if he had 
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made a claim in time, he would be entitled 
to receive compensation and would receive 
payment, though, in fact, he had lost nothing. 
Development charge must, of course, operate 
to curb development, because either the 
developer could refuse to take the risk of 
development, or if he did develop, he would 
have to buy land at its full market value and 
pay a heavy development charge on top. 
The result must be that the cost of building 
would rise, and that cost must be reflected 
in the rents of the lessees and tenants. 

This great problem of planning was, of 
course, closely related to housing. That we 
needed more houses was common ground. 
We must build every house we could, but 
we should, at the same time, take care that 
we did not lose a single house for want of 
the necessary repairs. Here a rigid barrier, 
rent restriction, presented itself. If we 
accepted, as we surely did, the need for rent 
control in time of housing shortage, we must 
also accept that for many owners with 
limited resources it was not possible to keep 
their houses in a habitable state. It was 
difficult to express the tragedy of those who 
were deprived of a home, or who had to 
use a house which was not fit for them to 
live in,-but he did not believe that a solution 
of this great problem of housing could be 
found unless Her Majesty’s Ministers were 
prepared to consider in all its aspects the 
revision of the Rent Restrictions Acts. 


Historic Houses 


Mr. CHURCHILL said, also, that no mention 
had been made in the Queen’s Speech about 
the preservation of historic houses, for it 
had seemed best to confine the Speech to 
measures of first importance, but the Govern- 
ment hoped to proceed with a measure on 
this subject when time permitted. 

Mr. DALTON, speaking later in the debate, 
on November 5, hoped that the Government 
would reject the proposal of the Gowers 
Committee that there should be tax remis- 
sions for those who inherited these historic 
houses. Would it not be possible to make 
a number of these houses—without the 
enrichment of their owners—part of the pro- 
perty of the nation, using for this purpose 
the National Trust, or some other agency, 
or the Ministry of Works itself, taking over 
and looking after these houses and as far as 
possible finding an actual use for them—not 
turning them into museums—partly for 
residential purposes and perhaps partly for 
educational and other objects. 


Building Progress 

The Queen’s Speech also stated that a 
steadily increasing number of houses would 
be built under the Government’s housing 
programme. This was criticised by MR. J. 
SLATER who said that they had heard so 
much about the building of 300,000 houses 
since this Government came into power. 
It had been his privilege te visit one of the 
new towns in his constituency (Sedgefield, 
Durham) and to inspect one of the new-type 
houses and he was depressed at what he saw 
being built. It was a tragedy that a Govern- 
ment could sink so low in cutting down the 
standard of houses for which people were 
asked to pay high rents. 

Mr. SHORT complained that  school- 
building had been reduced by one-tenth. 
That, he said, was a criminal thing to do 
when the country was up against it in the 
economic field. The Tory Government had 
cut down factory building by one half. 

Mr. KEENAN said that building trade opera- 
tives to-day, in spite of the fact that schools 
were being sacrificed in the interests of hous- 
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CARTRIDGES IN THE 
EXPANDITE CAULKING GUN 


Seelastik is a weatherproof sealing and caulking compound 
which never sets brittle hard but stays tough and ‘rubbery’, 
ready to be stretched without letting go and to be com- 
pressed without crumbling. Thus none of the normal 
movements due to weather changes, traffic vibration, 
settling and so on disturb Seelastik. It stays put—a lasting 
effective seal. As it adheres strongly to wood, steel, glass, 
masonry, brickwork and so on and can be painted any colour 
within 24 hours of application, the range of uses is enormous. 
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If you have a sealing problem 


Seelastik is one of many sealants made by Expandite, who 
have for 18 years specialised in sealing joints which move, 
Qur technical staff can usually help with any sealing problem. 
Please make use of them—as sound advice may save big 
expense on the site. Write or phone: 


EXPANDITE LIMITED 


CUNARD RD., LONDON, N.W.10. ’Phone : Elgar 5151 
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Illustrations show standard 5 and 7 ton Butters 
Electric Derrick Cranes employed by Messrs. 
Richard Costain Ltd. on the construction of 
Government Buildings in London. 
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are suited to every building job 


Dependable, economical, foolproof — established 
in eighty years of supremacy. 


Sutderrs [BrOS. London Office and Works: 


THE CRANE WORKS, STATION APPROACH, 
CO.ILT DD. ENGINEERS & CRANE BUILDERS (ONG LANE, MULUINGDON, miDDLESEX. 
Telephone : UXBRIDGE 2288 
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THE TREND IN 
FLUE DESIGN 


The problems encountered in the design of Central 
Heating Boiler Flues arise from the necessity to 
overcome the effects of the following :— 


I. Heat transmittance through the flue walls. 


2. Expansion of brickwork due to high flue gas 
temperatures. 


At one time the ventilated air cavity between lining 
and casing brickwork was the only solution to both 
contingencies. From both the thermal and con- 
structional aspects, however, the cavity method 
has never been fully reliable. 


“Fosalsil” Flue Bricks, by virtue of their high 
insulating properties and negligible coefficient of 
expansion provide a simple answer to both prob- 
lems. Furthermore, their use as a lining dispenses 
entirely with the need for a cavity and they can be 
bonded with the brick casing without fear of sub- 
sequent flue cracking. Further details and/or 
recommendations will be gladly supplied on request. 


MOLER PRODUCTS LTD. 


HYTHE WORKS, COLCHESTER. 


PHONE: COLCHESTER 3191 (3lines GRAMS: FURMOL.,COLCHESTER 











% Ensures painting on rust free metal. 

% Simple and Economical application by brush 
or spray. 

% Increases bond between paint and metal on 


iron, steel, aluminium and zinc. 


¥%& Reduces cost of mechanical cleaning combined 
with effective corrosion protection. 


FERRO-BETOL LTD., WESTERHAM, KENT 


Telephone: Westerham 3 
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ing, were not engaged in house-building to 
the extent that they might be. From figures 
recently given to the House, it seemed that 
only 28 per cent. of the building trade 
operatives, which was about three per cent. 
more than six months previously, were 
engaged in house-building. If those workers 
were not employed on school building, fac- 
tories and such useful construction work, 
what were they doing? They must be 
employed building hotels and projects which 
certainly were not required to-day as much 
as schools, factories, hospitals and so on. 

Mr. W. G. BENNETT said - that the 
Government had done extraordinarily well 
in the sphere of housing, but not half well 
enough. Nothing they could do for years 
to come would solve the housing problem. 
In Glasgow, particularly, the problem seemed 
to be insoluble. It was no use talking 
about a house costing £1,500. It might be 
that a house was required which would cost 
£3,500 for a four-apartment dwelling. They 
had to build these houses in the city, where 
it was not the cost of land. that would be 
a deterrent. If their fathers could, in the past, 
build tenements in the centre of Glasgow, 
and let a room and a kitchen for £7 to £10 
or £12 per annum, they could build still 
better houses on the same sites, with the 
necessary air space, etc., to-day and let them 
at a fair rent because they would be saving 
in respect of the cost of the general services. 
It was no use building houses in the country 
and spending £1,500 or £1,800 per house if 
they had to lay water pipes, gas mains, elec- 
tricity cables and build schools and churches 
and cinemas. Those were in the city at the 
moment. They ought to start to clear spaces 
for building one or two blocks of first-class 
tenemental flats and then decant the people 
out of one area into another. 

Mr. Emrys HuGHes: What about the 
‘steel? 

Mr. BENNETT said that the answer to that 
question was being supplied. There was 
more steel coming from the mills and there 
was more pig-iron coming into the country. 
He was quite sure that was not an insoluble 
problem. However, if it was only a question 
of steel, no doubt that would be answered. 
What they had to do was to ask the Govern- 
ment to supply more money for housing, 
remembering at the same time, that the other 
services might, in the long run, show a 
saving. 

Dr. KinG called attention to the needs of 
the blitzed towns, and asked for a greater 
measure of justice. 


Use of Land for Building 

On November 4, Mrs. WHITE raised the 
subject of the use of land for building pur- 
poses. She recalled that Mr. Dalton, when 
he was Minister in charge of Town and 
‘Country Planning some 18 months ago or 
more, stressed the fact that we were building 
at such a rate, for housing and indus- 
trial and educational purposes and for the 
public service, that we were losing approxi- 
mately 50,000 acres per annum of agricul- 
tural land—not all of it necessarily good 
agricultural land, but land which could in 


‘some way be used for food production. In 


five years we should, therefore, be losing 
‘about a quarter of a million acres. The 
National Farmers’ Union at the time put the 
matter a little differently by suggesting that 
we were destroying about 500 farms per 
year by taking land for building purposes. 
Were those figures still valid? She did not 
know what steps, if any, the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government took to keep 


tthe. agricultural organisations informed, or 
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to have any conferences with them locally 
on the issues involved in town planning and 
questions of density and the type of 
land really suitable for housing, because 
there was a tremendous lot of misunderstand- 
ing. Farmers sometimes supposed, quite 
erroneously, that some land should have 
been used for housing when, in fact, it would 
have been quite wrong to have done so. In 
parts of Flintshire, which she represented, 
it had been suggested that land near the 
River Dee should have teen used for hous- 
ing before breaking up very prosperous 
farms, but she believed it would have been 
wrong to ask people to live in houses on 
low-lying land, which was extraordinarily 
difficult to drain but which could be used 
reasonably well for agriculture. On density, 
they had criticisms from farmers who con- 
sidered that there was a good deal of waste 
land in some existing housing estates. They 
did not always realise the principles involved 
in the lay-out of housing estates or that the 
amount of land which might be saved— 
although there -was some which might be 
saved in other forms of development—was 
not as great as they sometimes supposed. 

Mr. MarPLES, Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment, said he agreed with the principle that 
every acre of agricultural land which could 
possibly be preserved should be preserved, 
but that in the interests of housing certain 
land must be taken from time to time, 
although, if humanly possible, they must save 
agricultural land. In the Minister’s foreword 
to the booklet: “The Density of Residen- 
tial Areas,” he said: ‘“ Many thousands of 
acres of land are taken for development 
every year, and much of this is good agri- 
cultural land. Some loss of agricultural land 
cannot be prevented if we are to have more 
houses, schools and factories, if we are to 
meet the requirements of defence and if we 
are to get the minerals we need. But it is 
essential that the amount of land that is 
taken should be kept as small as possible.” 
However, ours was a crowded island and we 
sometimes had to build on expensive sites. 
But the building here was less difficult than 
it was in a country like Holland. Every 
single house which was built there was built 
on piles—that was in the regions of Amster- 
dam and Rotterdam—and as much as 15 per 
cent, of the cost went on piles and founda- 
tions. 

The present rate of subsidies was higher 
than it had ever been. Many believed it was 
too high, and there would not be a great 
deal of support in any quarter for raising 
those. subsidies higher. If the rural areas 
wanted to preserve agricultural land they 
could do so by proper planning, and by plan- 
ning to have three-storey blocks of flats as 
well as two-storey houses, for that would 
save land. 

Mr. Goocu: Not in the villages? 

Mr. MarPLEs said in some villages. He 
was in Runcorn recently, where he opened 
a three-storey block of flats, which made 
an extremely charming contrast to the two- 
storey houses near-by. 

There was bound to be conflict of interest 
between the various parties on the question 
of building houses and the preservation of 
agricultural land and when two parties had 
divergent views they were nearly always 
bound to overstate their case, human nature 
being what it was. The Minister would 
always do what he could to see that friendly 
consultation took place between the parties 
concerned. He wanted to make this plea to 
local authorities. He was certain that some 


of the houses now being built were not being 
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built on the most economical lines in the 
lay-out of the estates. They were pouring 
away money in roads and sewers and it was 
costing a great deal more per house than it 
ought. A recent tour of the Continent con- 
vinced him of that. They had planned their 
estates very carefully, without, of course. 
getting the old back-to-back houses which all 
detested so much. With careful siting and 
planning, and with the use of the three-storey 
block of flats as well as the two-storey block, 
with the use of terraced houses and narrower- 
fronted houses, it was possible to cut down 
on the cost of roads and sewers per house. 
In that’ respect, good aesthetics went with 
economic planning. 


Development Areas 


On October 29, MR. THORNEYCROFT, 
President of the Board of Trade, said that 
he had, for some months, had under con- 
sideration the question whether any, and if 
so what, new areas of the country ought to 
be designated as Development Areas. The 
House would remember that the main 
advantage accruing to a Development Area 
was that the Government could give assist- 
ance in factory building and that the 
Treasury could help by loans or grants. In 
making a decision on a matter of this kind, 
certain considerations had to be borne in 
mind. First, it was necessary to look over 
a wide field in order to compare the claims 
of one area with another. Secondly, what 
was given to any Development Area was, in 
fact, at the expense of the rest of the coun- 
try; there was not an endless reserve of 
special advantages to be extended, and, if 
those advantages were spread too widely, 
they became meaningless. 

As a result of his inquiries, he proposed 
to ask the House to approve the scheduling 
of one new Development Area. He also 
proposed special treatment for one other 
area and the adoption of certain measures 
affecting factory building in certain localities 
both inside and outside Development Areas. 

First, then, he proposed that certain parts 
of North-East Lancashire should be 
scheduled as a Development Area. The Area 
concerned embraced the Lancashire towns of 
Burnley, Nelson, Colne and Padiham, and he 
would discuss with the local authority of the 
neighbouring Yorkshire town of Barnolds- 
wick whether it, too, should be included. 
The area in question was remote, the rate of 
wholly unemployed persons in the area had 
steadily increased, it was abnormally depend- 
ent on a single section of a single industry, 
and thus was peculiarly liable to severe 
unemployment in bad times 

There was another part of the country 
which, he thought, required special treat- 
ment. He referred to the Buckie-Peterhead 
area of North-East Scotland, which was 
heavily dependent on the fishing industry 
and which had a hard core of unemployment. 
He was not satisfied, however, that the 
Development Area procedure was the right 
one in this case, and the Secretary of State 
for Scotland and he agreed that they should 
try an alternative method through the 
Development Commission. The Commission 
had agreed to consider, sympathetically. 
requests for assistance in the building of 
small factories in this part of Scotland for 
industrialists who were prepared to go there, 
and he was having discussions with the par- 
ties concerned, including the Scottish Indus- 
trial Estates, Ltd., to see how this work could 
best be done. 

The Distribution of Industry Act con- 
templated both the adding of new areas to 
those scheduled and the removal of existing 
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areas from the Schedule. This principle of 
de-scheduling at the appropriate time was 
clearly right, and he thought it important to 
re-state it now, but a great many factors 
were involved which he was, at present, 
examining area by area. 

Finally, there were places in addition to 
the two areas which he had mentioned, some 
inside and some outside Development Areas, 
where the outlook for employment was such 
that the attraction of new industries was 
clearly desirable. The main handicap at 
the moment was, of course, the stringent 
limitations on new building required by the 
existing economic situation. They hoped to 
relax these limitations scmewhat in a few 
places which appeared to be in urgent need. 

He was most anxious not to exaggerate 
the effect or scale of these various proposals. 
The Government had no power to compel 
industry to go to any particular place; their 
object was to attract a few industries to those 
areas which were the hardest hit. But it 
did seem to him that these actions were, in 
existing circumstances, reasonable and 
proper. 

Building Trade Operatives 

Replying to a question put by Mr. Hoy, 
on October 30, Mr. Eccies, Minister of 
Works, said that the number of male opera- 
tives, aged 16 and over, employed in certain 
categories of the building and civil engin- 
eering industry in England and Wales now 
and in 1951 were estimated to have been as 
follows:— 





New work to 
Total 





Factories | Hospitals| Schools 





End August, 1952— 





930,000 (1) e+e] 70,925 4,453 35,219 
End August, 1951— 
951,000 (1) «| 81,660 4,209 37,655 





(1) Includes local authority direct labour on housing 
work, 

Mr. Hoy asked the Minister of Works 
if he would state the number of building 
trade operatives engaged in Scotland on new 
house building, new factories, hospitals and 
schools, respectively, at the latest convenient 
date. 

Mr. Eccies said that the information 
required was as follows :— 





New work to 





New House Building 
Factories | Hospitals | Schools 





September, 1951— 
32,906 ass 7,965 712 2,577 

September, 1952— 

37,778 ae --1 6,462 861 3,496 


Factory Building 

Mr. Hoy asked the Minister of Works 
the total value of factory building being 
carried out in Scotland, in October, 1951, and 
October, 1952, respectively. 

Mr. Eccles said that in September, 1951, 
new work to a value of £26,640,816 was in 
progress on industrial buildings in Scotland. 
The figure for September, 1952, was 
£29,337,069. 


Local Authority Capital Costs 

On October 30, Mr. SPARKS asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
what was the capital cost of local authority 
housing schemes approved since October, 
1951; and what was the comparative figure 
for the period October, 1950, to October, 
1951. 

Mr. MArRPLES, who replied, said that in 
the year ended September 30, 1952, the 
amount of loans sanctioned for housing was 
about £294 million. For the preceding year 
it was £237 million. 
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HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT 
15 « 28 Figures for September Quarter 


hae Housing Progress Reports presented to Parliament on November 5 as White Papers* 

by the Minister of Housing and Local Government and the Secretary of State for Scotland 
show that the number of permanent houses completed in Great Britain during September was 
22,323 compared with 17,168 in September, 1951. September was Britain’s best month since 
the war for permanent house completions. 


In the first nine months of 1952, 171,093 permanent houses were completed compared with 
139,966 in the same period of 1951. 


The total number of houses completed under the post-war programme is now 1,344,588 
(1,187,442 permanent and 157,146 temporary). 


Detailed figures at the end of September were:— 


PERMANENT HOUSES AND FLATS COMPLETED 

















GREAT BRITAIN ENGLAND AND WALES 
Total to Completi Completi Total to Completions | Completions 
Sept. 30, in in Sept. 30, in in 
1952 September August 1952 September August 
Local authoritiest ... ae 936,896 17,620 14,381 813,278 14,628 12,384 
Private builders eee eee 168,476 3,629 2,657 160,664 3,112 2,557 
Housing associations wine 9,158 247 111 8,595 185 111 
Government departments ... 28,687 747 623 26,190 677 573 
War destroyed 
houses rebuilt :— 
(1) Local authorities oot 9,309 32 os 8,519 C7 a —_ 
(2) Under licence sea 34,916 48 49 34,545 42 49 
Total ... .--| 1,187,442 22,323 17,821 1,051,791 18,676 15,674 























PERMANENT HOUSES AND FLATS UNDER CONSTRUCTION 














GREAT BRITAIN ENGLAND AND WALES 

Under Increase or June Under Increase or June 

construction decrease increase or | construction decrease increase or 

at on decrease on at on decrease on 

Sept. 30 June 30 March 31 Sept. 30 June 30 March 31 
Local authoritiest ... eee] 225,696 18,652 12,995 187,163 16,011 11,981 
Private builders Sie see 36,374 5,374 7,539 33,632 5,321 7,222 
Housing associations sia 2,339 327 22 2,263 349 54 
Government departments ... 10,854 75 —- 468 9,601 48 - 469 

War destroyed 
houses rebuilt :— 

(1) Local authorities om 89 os 14 - 18 89 —- 14 - 18 
(2) Under licence ... ean 708 - Ss9 — 26 638 - 57 - 14 
Total ... «| 276,060 24,355 20,054 233,386 21,658 18,756 























THE HOUSING LABOUR FORCE 


It is estimated that at the end of September there were 271,900 men employed on the con- 
struction of permanent houses and preparation of housing sites in Great Britain. This figure 
does not include the number of men directly employed by local authorities. 


SUMMARY OF HOUSING PROGRESS REPORTS 

















ENGLAND AND WALES ; SCOTLAND GREAT BRITAIN 
Sept. 30 June 30 Sept. 30 June 30 Sept. 30 June 30 
Completed houses and flats 
Permanent Be --| 1,051,791 999,268 135,651 128,045 1,187,442 1,127,313 
Temporary wae nee) 124,970 124,970 32,176 32,176 157,146 157,146 
1,176,761 1,124,238 167,827 160,221 1,344,588 1,284,459 
Under construction 
Permanent res a 233,386 211,728 42,674 39,977 276,060 251,705 
Tenders approved (a) . 
(local authority new houses) 1,059,906 996,935 172,028 163,203 1,231,934 1,160,138 
Licences and approvals issued 
(a) 
(private builders new houses) 207,961 193,466 12,568 12,014 220,529 205,480 
Tenders approved and licences 
issued (a) . 
(new houses all agencies 
including rebuilt houses) | 1,362,837 1,282,313~ 190,859 181,283 1,553,696 1,463,596 























(a) Includes dwellings under construction and completed. 





*Cmd. 8,694 Housing Return for England and Wales, September 30, 1952. H.M.S.O., price 1s. 3d. 
*Cmd. 8,695 Housing Return for Scotland, September 30, 1942. H.M.S.O., price Is. 
tIn Scotland includes houses built or being built by Scottish Special Housing Association. 
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BUILDING APPRENTICESHIP 
Visit of I.L.O. Asian Apprenticeship Group 


IN Bangkok in 1951 a Regional Conference 

of Far Eastern countries represented on 
the International Labour. Organisation met 
to consider the recommendation to set up 
a working party to study apprenticeship 
training methods in Western Europe. As 
a result the Governments of the countries 
concerned appointed high-ranking delegates 
in June of this year and a very full pro- 
gramme was worked out. There were 15 
members including two ladies in the group 
which represented .Burma, Ceylon, Japan, 
India, Pakistan, Malaya, the Philippines, 
Hong Kong and Timor, and they assembled 
in Geneva in the latter part of September 
for a week’s study of the background of 
apprenticeship in the United Kingdom, 
Holland, France and Switzerland. 

The visits to this country commenced on 
October 6 and lasted some three weeks. Mr. 
R. J. T. Card of the Ministry of Labour and 
National Service was the Conducting Officer, 
and the party were accompanied by Mr. 
Roy of the International Labour Office at 
Geneva. After introductory talks in London 
the group went on tour and their programme 
covered training in the iron and steel trade, 
the dockyards at Portsmouth, coal mining, 
printing, vehicle repair and manufacture, 
railways, rural crafts, and, lastly, the build- 
ing trade. 

It was decided that for building appren- 
ticeship the party should visit the Eastern 
Counties, and arrangements were made for 
a stay in Bury St. Edmunds from Octo- 
ber 20-22. The plans for this visit were taken 
care of by the Eastern Federation of: Build- 
ing Trades Employers and the programme 
was designed not only to meet the needs of 
the group in their investigation of appren- 
ticeship training methods, but also to give 
them, in the short time available, an im- 
pression of a typical East Anglian town. 

On their arrival at Bury St. Edmunds on 
the evening of October 20, the delegates 
found awaiting them from the Federation 





a message of welcome together with full de- 
tails of the programme arranged, a copy of 
the standard apprenticeship indenture, an 
account by Mr. Harvey G. Frost (President 
of the Federation) of the building up of the 
Bury Technical Institute and a copy of the 
Federation’s booklet “60 Questions and 
Answers on Building Trade Apprenticeships.” 
When the party assembled early next morn- 
ing for the visit to the Technical Institute, 
it was evident that they had already read 
very carefully the documents provided. They 
said that these had given them a very good 
idea of the building industry apprenticeship 
scheme and they were now looking forward 
to seeing at first hand technical classes in 
the building crafts. The party were met at 
the Technical Institute by the Principal, Mr. 
N. F. Watterson, and over an hour was spent 
in visiting technical classes in progress in 
bricklaying, plumbing, painting, carpentry 
and engineering. After a break for coffee 
at 11 o'clock, three films were shown by 
arrangement with the Ministry of Works 
entitled: “The Task Before the Building 
Industry,” “New Builders” and “ The 
House that Jack Built.” A brief period of 
discussion then followed and the interesting 
questions asked by the group showed how 
carefully they had observed the classes in 
progress and the training methods used. 


Apprenticeship Abroad 

While by question and discussion the mem- 
bers of the group were learning as much as 
they could about our set-up, it was possible 
at the same time to find out something of 
apprenticeship training already in operation 
in the countries represented. It was, of 
course, essential to remember the vast differ- 
ence between the industrial countries of 
Western Europe and those of the Far East 
which had mainly agrarian economies. Apart 
from Japan, which, of the Far Eastern 
countries, is by far the most advanced in 
apprenticeship training, the railways alone 





I.L.O. Asian Apprenticeship Group visiting Bury St. Edmunds Technical Institute, 
October 21, 1952. 
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appear to have any realy systematic form 
of instruction for apprentices. This was 
evident in information gleaned on India, 
Pakistan, Burma, Malaya and Ceylon. It 
was very interesting to learn that in India 
the railway apprenticeship and training 
scheme had been in operation for some 45 
years, and it was now hoped to train men 
to build locomotives in Bengal. There is 
at present a five-year course for apprentices 
which starts with a six-month period of 
whole-time training in a Residential Institute. 
During this course the trainees, who receive 
a small allowance, are allocated according 
to their aptitude to the different crafts and 
on the completion of this training period 
sent out to the railway establishments to 
continue their apprenticeship, when they 
are given one and a half days off per week 
for technical instruction. In Ceylon there 
appears to be a similar scheme with an 
18-month period of whole-time training in 
Residential Government Training Schools. 
For the first six months the training is basic 
and then there follows 12 months’ training 
on the special craft for which the trainee 
is best suited, e.g. machinist, fitter, carpenter 
or electrician. During the training period 
the young men are given an allowance and 
on being sent out to the job they continue 
training for a further four years. Since the 
Government runs the scheme, they have first 
choice for their own establishments but if 
there is a surplus of trainees, industrialists 
have the opportunity of taking them on and 
continuing their training. A representative 
from Pakistan said that his country had a 
great task ahead of them on apprenticeship 
training, and although the railways ran a 
training scheme of their own, his Govern- 
ment would really have to start from scratch 
in setting up satisfactory apprenticeship 
schemes for different trades. 

Although the group had engineering bias, 
building training methods were of particular 
interest to them. Different methods of con- 
struction in the Far East mean a vastly 
different balance of trades with varying 
rates for each trade. For example, in India 
plumbers received twice as much as 
carpenters. 

After the completion of the morning 
session the party were entertained by the 
Bury St. Edmunds Rotary Club at their 
weekly luncheon, and, as guest speaker, Mr. 
R. J. T. Card, the conducting officer of the 
party, explained the nature and purpose of 
the visit. Immediately following this 
pleasant interlude the party were taken to 
inspect three pairs of houses built under the 
Apprentice Master Scheme in 1947 and 
1948. An opportunity was given to go in- 
side one of the houses, and the excellent 
standard of workmanship left a considerable 
impression on the visitors. After a tour of 
the Council Estate on which the houses were 
situated, a visit was paid to some of the fine 
old buildings in which the town abounds. 
This tour proved popular. 

Later in the evening the Eastern Federation 
entertained the delegation to an informal 
dinner in the Angel Hotel, the President 
being in the chair.. The party was joined 
by His Worship the Mayor, who said how 
pleased he was to welcome representatives 
from the Far East to Bury St. Edmunds. 
After the dinner the chairman invited the 
party to ask any questions which had 
occurred to them after the events of the 
day. The Director, in dealing with several 
points which had been raised, said that he 
in turn would like to ask the party some 
questions. The first question put to them 
was, “What is your main impression of 
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apprenticeship schemes in this country?” 
The universal answer was the thoroughness 
of our methods of apprenticeship training. 
The group were most impressed by the 
chance which every boy has of rising by 
his own efforts from the rank of an appren- 
tice to the highest position in the firm. In 
the Far East men engaged on craft work 
were in a social class from which it was 
virtually impossible to move. Another 
point which produced comment was the 
keenness of everyone on apprenticeship 
training from the management downwards. 
Each industry obviously realised the im- 
portance of apprenticeship training and on 
its own initiative arranged excellent appren- 
ticeship schemes without any prompting 
from the Government. In the Far East the 
initiative in all these matters was almost in- 
variably taken by the Government itself, 
and each member of the Team would be 
reporting back to his Government when he 
returned. 

The second question the party was asked 
was, “ What features of our apprenticeship 
schemes do you consider worth incorporating 
in your recommendations?” It was stressed 
from several countries that it was very 
difficult to apply our methods to lands which 
were centuries behind ours in industrial pro- 
gress. The standard of education was low 
and there was no really satisfactory basis 
on which to build extensive technical 
training. A reference was also made, to 
language problems, where varying dialects 
make uniformity of training very difficult 
indeed. A Ceylon representative remarked 
that since few apprentices could speak and 
write English there was very little chance 
of sitting the City and Guilds examinations. 
It was felt that there was much in our 
approach to apprenticeship which could be 
copied in the Far East, but the first task was 
to secure a general acceptance of the fact 
that industrial training was essential if the 
standard of living was to be improved. One 
of the Indian representatives said that the 
co-operation between employers and work- 
people which he had seen in this. country 
was something that he would strongly ad- 
vocate when he returned home. By this 
means, rather than by Government legis- 
lation and decree, apprenticeship training 
could be expanded satisfactorily. 


An Instructive Day 

The day spent with this delegation was 
a very interesting and instructive one, and 
every effort was made to give them all the 
information required. One delegate ex- 
pressed surprise that he was allowed com- 
plete liberty to take photographs. The 
Japanese provided four delegates represen- 
tative of a National Apprenticeship Council 
which appears to be a supervisory body for 
apprenticeship training in Japanese indus- 
tries. The employer representative on this 
Council was particularly interested in the 
work of our Eastern Federation, and he was 
given several of our publications to take 
back with him. 

The evening closed with expressions of 
thanks by the members of the party, and 
on bidding farewell the Japanese members 
handed the Director their cards inscribed on 
one side in Japanese, but, fortunately, on 
the other in English! As Mr. Card said at 
the Rotary Luncheon, this was an example 
of international co-operation, and we in the 
Eastern Federation were not only proud 
that our region had been chosen to explain 
the building industry apprenticeship scheme 
but also delighted that we had an opportunity 
of making our small contribution to the 
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group’s study of apprenticeship, which was 
ultimately designed to increase production 
and improve living standards in the countries 
represented. The party were to spend 
two weeks in Holland, to be followed by 
a similar period in France and Switzerland, 
the tour concluding with a further week in 
Geneva, when the results of their investiga- 
tions will be studied and their reports 
prepared. R. W. P. 


CIVIC BUILDING 
“Is the Set-up Equal to the Task?” 


T= was a tendency for a much 
greater volume of municipal building 
requiring larger organisations, said Mr. 
D. E. E. Grsson, C.B.E., M.A., 
A.R.I.B.A., M.T.P.I., when he read a 
paper on the “‘ Set-up for Civic Building,” 
at the Public Works and Municipal 
Services Congress on November 4. He 
posed the question as to whether the set- 
up was equal to the task. The councillor 
client had undertaken the role of the great 
landlords and developers of the past 
and he asked if this age could make a 
worthy contribution without the ‘‘ Grand 
Tour.” ‘Council Standing Orders, he 
said, should require periodic travel to 
study building of committee interest 
here and abroad. It was a_ national 
tragedy that so few among the mass of 
housing schemes of this era would make 
a contribution to the British scene as 
did the building of the eighteenth century. 

The following is a synopsis of his paper : 


Interchange of Staffs 


The technical staffs of Government 
could be more usefully employed if 
actively engaged upon development. Un- 
less they are they can only be a brake 
instead of an accelerator. Interchange 
with local government staff should be 
compulsory and made possible by a 
common scheme for salaries, leave and 
pensions. Prcspects of creative work are 
necessary to the recruitment into the Civil 
Service of the best technical skill. One 
excellent example is the reorganisation of 
the architects in the Ministry of Education 
and the work upon which they are. now 
engaged. 

If the local government service is to 
recruit and maintain the best architects, 
interchange between Civil Service, Build- 
ing Research Station, and the University 
Schools of Architecture should be possible. 
This calls for co-ordination of salaries, 
leave and superannuation. The pyramid 
system is unlikely to produce such good 
architecture as will a group organisation. 

The increased volume of building 
sponsored by local authorities called for 
new professional responsibility. In the 
past the surveyor (previously in the set-up) 
undertook such building as there was with 
architectural assistance, but the last 
quarter century has rightly seen building 
brought under the direct responsibility of 
architects. Building bye-laws (which call 
for an intimate knowledge of building), 
and town planning (which needs an 
appreciation of the third dimension to be 
worth while) will logically follow where 
they have not already done so.  Ulti- 
mately one operation should obtain bye- 
law and planning permission. 
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In a sellers’ market and with rising 
costs the lowest tenderer is often not 
the cheapest in the end. and 
Central Government should change their 
Standing Orders and allow pre-planning 
with a contractor (the builder is the last 
person to be consulted about the job he 
has to do). Unemployment, which 
justified competitive tendering, is not 
foreseeable at present. 

Bye-laws should be capable of more 
rapid adjustment to meet new possibilities 
and ideas in technique. A new publi- 
cation in loose-leaf form would make 
frequent revisions easier. The bye-laws 
should be based on performance require- 
ments and should be national and not 
local and they could with advantage be 
used at the Schools of Architecture. 


Saving Old Houses 


Planning and building programmes 
are closely related to capital investment, 
and shortages of labour and materials. 
Thus it may now be wise in the old parts 
of our towns to buy up old (but not 
outworn) houses, and, by reconditioning, 
to prevent a down-drift to slums. It 
would involve street closures for planting 
and playing. Each house saved is one 
less to build. 

In the new housing districts of towns, 
sites have been reserved for libraries, 
baths, community and health centres. 
When added to those which were not 
built before the war the prospect of 
attainment is remote without a quite 
different approach. Large schools are 
often being planned in the same districts 
with halls, gymnasiums, workshops, 
libraries and swimming baths. Could 
not a case be made to bring the school 
into the district centre, using the buildings 
(suitably replanned) for adults in evenings 
and week-ends? These are fascinating 
possibilities which I would like to discuss. 


OPERATIVES’ RISING 
WAGES 


“Must be Offset by Higher Output ” 


SPEAKING at the annual dinner of the 
Birmingham Association of Building. Trades 
Employers, held at Birmingham, on 
November 10, Mr. J. IAN ROBERTSON, 
national president, said: “The-use by the 
industry of increased supplies of materials 
by the same labour force, as_ recently 
announced by Mr. Eccles, shows conclusively 
that output on the sites is increasing and 
confirms our view, and that of the Working 
Party, that the shortages of materials since 
the war have been one of the main reasons, 
if not the main reason, for low output. 

“But wages as well as output are rising. 
It is certain that in January there will be 
an increase of 2d. per hour under the sliding 
scale which links wages with the retail prices 
index, and under the recent award of the 
Industrial Disputes Tribunal there will be 
an extra week’s holiday with pay in 1954. 

“T am sure that, given still bigger supplies 
of materials, we can carry out even more 
work next year than this and I hope that the 
stimulation of increased pay and longer 
holidays will be such that the-extra cost will 
be offset by higher output. This is essential 
if we are not to price ourselves out of the 
market and run the risk of unemployment.” 
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THE STRENGTH OF 
PRESTRESSED CONCRETE 


Further Lessons from the South Bank: 


Footbridge 


"THE Cement and Concrete Association has 

issued a further report on the test to 
destruction of the prestressed concrete foot- 
bridge at the South Bank site which took 
place from April 29 to May 1 last. The 
report states that further information has 
become available during the breaking up of 
parts of the collapsed spar by the demoli- 
tion contractors. This work is nearing com- 
pletion, and in presenting these new details 
it is hoped the information will be of value 
to all who are concerned with the design 
and construction of works in prestressed con- 
crete, and may help to improve the already 
high standard of construction in this country. 
The report continues :—. 

Concrete-——The quality of the concrete 
throughout the structure was very good and 
failure had generally occurred by fracture 
rather than dislodgment of the aggregate 
The concrete was dense and uniform, having 
been well -consolidated, and_ excellent 
adhesion had been obtained between the 
main bulk of the concrete and the topping 
which was laid within a few hours of the 
main concrete. Construction joints had 
opened up with clean faces when in tension, 
showing that little or no tensile strength 
could be relied on at such joints, but no 
special arrangements were made during con- 
struction to obtain additional bond between 
new and set concrete. 

Attention had been drawn in the previous 
report to the loss of the continuity effect after 
loading to twice the design load as evident 
from the deflection profile curves. The first 
evidence of overstressing of the concrete 
occurred at the re-entrant angle at the junc- 
tion of the beam and the penultimate 
column. The tilting of the beam caused 
slight spalling of the concrete and the com- 
bination of the vertical and _ horizontal 
stresses at this point would probably account 
for the diagonal cracking which was evident. 

Steel and Anchorages—There was no 
failure of the steel cables in the deck and no 
evidence of slip in the anchorages to the 
deck cables. The end column cable did not fail 
until the catenary pull, due to the deflexion 
of the collapsing span, had reached a very 
high value. At the large column in the 
angle of the bridge span one wire of the 
cable broke at the moment of collapse, but 
the remainder was firmly held. 

Grouting.—The grouting of the cables was 
an unsatisfactory feature and in no case 
could it be said that the core hole was com- 
pletely filled. With some cores no grout had 
been injected. It appears that more con- 
sideration must be given to this aspect of 
prestressed concrete during construction if 
the advantages of a fiflly bonded cable are to 
be obtained; the danger of incomplete filling 
must be fully appreciated at all stages of 
design and construction, and grouting must 
be supervised by contractors and engineers 
to ensure that all cores are properly injected 
and thoroughly filled. 

Positioning and Stressing of Steel Cables. 
—A check has been made on the final posi- 
tions of the cables in the structure as com- 
pared with the positions shown on the draw- 
ings. It shows that at midspan and over the 
support where maximum eccentric'ties were 
required some movement of the rubber cores 
towards the centre of the section had taken 
place. In addition it is understood that the 
friction developed during stressing was 


THE BUILDER 


appreciable. The combination of these two 
factors may explain the presence of a crack 
near the midspan at working load, since the 
internal moment available to resist the 
external bending moment, i.e., the product 
of cable force and eccentricity, was less than 
had been assumed in the design. 

It must be realised that this was one of 
the first continuous structures to be erected 
in this country using inflated rubber cores 
and curved cables, while in addition the site 
conditions were exceptional. Clearly the 
methods adopted to hold the cores in posi- 
tion were not sufficient in this case, but it 
would seem that manufacturers and users of 
the rubber cores are now aware of the 
importance of securing the tubing rigidly in 
its designed position. It does, however, seem 
desirable to emphasise that very rigid fixing 
at close spacing is essential, so as to resist 
effectively the forces tending to straighten 
the core and avoid undulation due to the 
buoyancy of the tubing. This will tend to re- 
duce friction losses for which allowance must, 
however, be made in design. Research into 
this problem must continue, co-ordinated 
with full-scale tests on site works. 

Conclusion—Both the test and the sub- 
sequent examination of the structure during 
demolition confirm that the design and con- 
struction of the bridge were such as to pro- 
vide adequately and economically for all con- 
tingencies, such as possible overload, con- 
struction difficulties and human fallibility, as 
covered by the general term of factor of 
safety. 


THE GIRDWOOD REPORT 


National President’s Comments 


SPEAKING at the annual dinner of the 
Manchester, Salford and District Building 
Trades Employers’ Association, at Manches- 
ter, on Wednesday, Mr. J. IAN ROBERTSON, 
National president, said that the third report 
of the Girdwood Committee would be given 
careful consideration by his Federation, but 
the committee had referred to two or 
three matters which called‘for immediate 
comment. 

“In the first place,” he said, “the report 
deals with a period which ended more than 
a year ago, so that, while the view that 
output did not increase between 1949 and 
1951 is open to question, there is no doubt 
whatever that building output in 1952 is 
much higher than in 1951. With the same 
labour force we are, as Mr. Eccles stated 
recently, using this year far larger quanti- 
ties of cement and laying millions more 
bricks than we did last year. 

“Again, the statement of the committee 
that there seems to’ be no evidence of further 
progress in the spread of bonusing between 
1949 and 1951 overlooks entirely the results 
of inquiries made by the Ministry of Labour. 
These showed that, whilst in October, 1949, 
only 6 per cent. of the workers in the build- 
ing industry were paid by results, the per- 
centage had increased to 15 per cent. by 
October, 1951. This was the biggest rise 
in any industry, and the increase continues. 

“Tt is gratifying to note also that once 
again the committee have made it clear that 
charges for overheads and profit are reason- 
able.” 


Electricians’ Wage Increase 


The National Federated Electrical Asso- 
ciation and the Electrical Trades Union have 
agreed upon an increase*of 2d. per hour 
in the wage rates of journeymen electricians, 
to operate as from November 17, with ad- 
justments in the rates of other operatives. 
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THE NEED FOR TECHNICAL 
EDUCATION 


‘Duke of Edinburgh and Work of 
City and Guilds Institute 


THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH, presiding at 
the yearly meeting of the City and Guilds 
of London Institute, at Goldsmiths’ Hall, 
on November 3, said that the need for 
technical education to meet the increasing 
competition of the world was even greater 
now than ever before. Education for 
industry must necessarily cover a very wide 
field of subjects and a great many levels. 
Practical technicians were no less important 
than scientists and technologists, and their 
education and further training was one of 
the most important jobs which was being 
done by the Department of Technology. The 
wide range of courses available was invalu- 
able in producing progressive incentives for 
training the men who might assume leader- 
ship in the many different ranks of industry. 


Attracting New Supporters 


It was most important that the activities 
of the Institute sheuld be’ well known both 
to encourage its traditional supporters, who 
continued to give most liberal help, and 
also to attract new supporters, particularly 
from industry, who benefited directly from 
the Institute’s increasing efforts. 

“We often hear nowadays that the tradi- 
tional British craftsman no longer exists,” 
the Duke declared. “This is quite untrue. 
In the engineering laboratories and work- 
shops, in the research and development 
departments of factories, the standard of 
craftsmanship to-day is as high as ever. 
There are also many welcome signs that 
more manufacturers are realising that the 
artist, designer and craftsman should work 
as a team and not in separaie compartments. 
All three have their problems, but they can 
only produce something worth while if they 
each fully understand the difficulties which 
confront the others. 

“ The City and Guilds of London Institute 
deserves credit for the work it has done 
in this field, and I look forward to a long 
and fruitful association with this Institute 
for the continued benefit of British industry 
and commerce.” 

The chairman, SmR FREDERICK HANDLEY 
Pace, said that the Department of Tech- 
nology now provided syllabuses and con- 
ducted examinations in nearly 200 different 
subjects, and the number of candidates for 
their examinations coming forward each year 
was now nearly 80,000, most of whom were 
following a four-year course. In addition, 
their syllabuses were freely available, both 
at home and overseas, and they were now 
widely consulted by many different authori- 
ties concerned with industrial and technical 
education. 

The Council,had taken a further step for- 
ward by approving a new award—the City 
and Guilds of London Institute Insignia 
Award in Technology—which would fill a 
long-felt need in the recognition of the value 
of a-sound practical training combined with 
adequate knowledge of underlying scientific 
principles. 


Builder’s Estate 


Mr. Ropert PercivaL Hiccs, of 
Wonersh, Guildford, Surrey, a former 
director of Higgs and Hill, Ltd., builders, 
left estate “so far as at present can be 
ascertained” of £70,571. 








724 


PRIVATE HOUSE-BUILDING 


Sir Harry Selley on Difficulties of 
Finance 


Sim Harry R. SELLEY, president of the 
Federation of Master Builders, speaking at 
the annual dinner of the London Region of 
the Federation recently, referred to the 
ever-rising costs of house-building and the 
lack of capital by those who were anxious 
to buy, having regard to the “enormous 
increase” in deposits required by building 
societies. 

“It is under-stating the position,” he said, 
“to say that of private licences issued by 
local authorities 10 per cent. are returned 
by willing purchasers owing to their inability 
to make satisfactory financial arrangements 
for purchase. While it was common between 
the wars for building societies to advance 
90 per cent. of the purchase price, the relative 
figure is 60 per cent. or less to-day. If all 
the willing purchasers who, through lack of 
initital capital, are unable to acquire their 
own house are to be thrown back on local 
and state-subsidised houses, the cost to .he 
country will be fantastic. 

“ What is required is aginance corporation 
with some Government backing to make it 
possible for these thousands of willing pur- 
chasers with limited capital to acquire their 
own homes and, thereby, become kings of 
their own castles and better citizens. Here 
we can refer to the admirable arrangements 
in this connection made recently by ‘he 
Government of the Isle of Man.” 


BUILDERS PRAISED FOR 
CO-OPERATION 


Progress on Coventry Housing Schemes 


SPEAKING at the ceremony on November 4 
to commemorate the completion of the first 
house on the Bell Green neighbourhood unit 
in Coventry, COUNCILLOR G. W. SHERIDAN, 
chairman of Coventry housing committee, 
paid tribute to the Coventry: and District 
Association of Building Trade Employers 
whose co-operation under the negotiated 
schemes for house building had, he said, 
brought in 100 local builders. 

Councillor Sheridan said that in the next 
five years the committee hoped to build 9,000 
houses at a cost of £13m. Many would be 
traditional houses. He: congratulated the 
builders on the progress made, despite bad 
weather and other difficulties, on all the 
estates, of which the Bell Green unit was 
one of 10 “ satellite townships ” being estab- 
lished in the suburbs of Coventry. 


LININGS AND CEILINGS 
Metal Fixing Systems 


THE Metal Fixing Association announce 
the publication of the first code of practice 
covering lightweight metal fixing systems for 
building linings and ceilings. 

Introducing the code, the M.F.A. states 
that it has been produced to meet the demand 
for higher standards and improved design 
in the increasing use of metal fixing systems. 

The code lays down minimum standards 
for metal components, insulating fibre 
boards, anti-corrosion protection and des- 
cribes in detail the requirements for methods 
of fixing linings and ceilings. In addition, 
it sets out the data suggested for specifica- 
tions and inquiries for quotations. 

Copies of the code are freely Available 
from the secretary of the Association, 32, 
Queen Anne-street, Cavendish-square, W.1. 
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BUILDING IN STONE 


One of the Oldest Crafts 


IBUILDING in Stone was the subject of 

a talk given by Mr. G. B. KNIGHT to 
the London Builders’ Foremen’s ‘Association 
at the Building Centre, London, on Octo- 
ber 14. 

Mr. Knight said that stonemasonry was 
one of the oldest crafts, older even than 
brickmaking. It was almost universal, for 
in practically every newly discovered country 
in the last 500 years evidence had appeared 
of the existence of a stonemasonry industry. 
The industry had had strong ties with 
religion, not only with Christianity in the 
building of cathedrals and churches, but also 
with pagan religions in the building of 
temples, shrines and tombs in such countries 
as ancient Egypt, Greece, Rome, India, 
Central and South America and China. 

Details of the stomemason’s craft, Mr. 
Knight continued, became known only in 
medieval times, and many records still 
existed of the building and repair of our 
cathedrals, churches and castles. In those 
days blocks of stone were usually quarried 
with hammers and wedges, carted to the site 
by horses and carts or by water and either 
worked on the site or even in position after 
fixing. 

Until the appearance of Inigo Jones and 
Wren, the master mason was in most cases 
the architect or designer of the building and 
was the most important man on the site. 
Many of the Oxford and Cambridge 
colleges were designed and built by’ master 
masons. 

Mr. Knight said that it was in the Middle 
Ages that many of our cathedrals and parish 
churches were built and they were wonderful 
heritages of art, design and craftsmanship 
which we would do well to hand down in 
good repair to succeeding generations. The 
Church and the State in building churches 
and castles were the main employers of 
masons in the Middle Ages, and, indeed, of 
all building labour, but this position gradu- 
ally changed after the sixteenth century 
when the nobles began to build the stately 
homes of England and the rich merchants 
began to take an interest in architecture. 

Coming down to modern times, the 
speaker said that the chief characteristic of 
masonry had been the increasing use of 
machinery and the gradual decline in the 
number of craftsmen. This has been brought 
about not only by the increasing efficiency 
of machinery but also by the general 
tendency throughout the architectural pro- 
fession towards the simplification of design 
in building and in the cutting out of frills. 

The result of this was that although the 
number of craftsmen had declined, the 
potential output of worked stone had 
probably increased. We would always need 
a good number of craftsmen, for it was 
improbable that a machine could be made 
to work tracery, the vaulting to a cloister 
or a domed canopy, etc. 

After referring briefly to present-day 
methods of working stone, Mr. Knight spoke 
of its advantages as a building material. 
Many people, he said, thought that it was 
expensive, but, in fact, it was now only 
two-and-a-quarter to two-and-a-half times 
its pre-war price, and thus compared 


favourably with many building materials. 
Its great economic merit was that it lasted 
and that its maintenance cost was small over 
very long periods; and the many great build- 
ings of historic significance surely provided 
ample evidence of its economy, no less than 
its qualities of durability and beauty. 
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TESTING PAINTS 
New Equipment for L.C.C. Laboratories 


THE LONDON CounTy CouNcIL’s establish- 
ment committee has decided to spend just 
over £2,000 in providing and equipping an 
extension to the chemieal laboratories at 
County Hall to enable a systematic check to 
be maintained on the qualities of the 200,000 
gallons of paint used annually by the coun- 
cil on its housing estates, schools and other 
establishments, The council’s annual paint- 
ing bill, including labour, amounts to over 
£1m. 

The public health department’s chemist- 
in-chief has, for some years, been responsible 
for testing paints used by the council, but 
owing to the large quantities now needed and 
the increasing complexity of materials used 
in the manufacture of paints, it has been 
decided to improve testing facilities in the 
laboratory and to instal modern equipment 
for measuring such qualities as weathering, 
hardness, and anti-corrosion. 

The equipment will include a ‘“ weather- 
ometer,” which simulates an accelerated 
weathering test; a corrosion (humidity) 
cabinet, to enable the anti-corrosion proper- 
ties of paint films to be assessed by artificial 
conditions; an automatic scratch test appara- 
tus, which gives-a measure of hardness and 
adhesion of a paint film; and a gloss meter 
to measure the degree of gloss and detect 
deterioration of it. 


TRUCK AND LADDER MAKERS 
Annual General Meeting 


AT THE annual general meeting of the 
Truck and Ladder Manufacturers’ Associa- 
tion held recently the following officers were 
elected for the ensuing year: President, Mr. 
P. W. Gamble; vice-president, Mr. T. 
Gough; immediate past president, Mr. G. 
Neild; and the following as members of the 
council: Messrs. Ps Crowson, A. C. Drew, 
T. W. Lane, W. Le Neve Bower, C. H. 
Matthews, J. H. Smith, J. Smith. 

Mr. George Cayless was declared a life 
honorary member of the council. 

Revised wage rates which have been 
agreed to by the Association and which came 
into effect at the beginning of this month, 
are as follows:— 

London and Liverpool districts, 3s. 4d. 
per hour; provincial, 3s. 3d. per hour (for 
all adult male workers over 21 being wood- 
cutters, wood machinists and painters 
(coach)). 

London and Liverpool districts, 2s. 11d. 
per hour; provincial, 2s. 10d. per hour (for 
adult male labourers over 21). 


THE PLASTIC THEORY 


Application to Structural Steelwork 


THE FIRST PART of a report setting out the 
application of the plastic theory to the 
design of mild stee] beams and rigid frames 
has been issued by the British Constructional 
Steelwork Association, Artillery House, 
Westminster, S.W.1. Entitled “ The Collapse 
Method of Design,” the publication is pre- 
sented in a form calculated to appeal to the 
structural designer. It sets out to show that 
rigid frames designed by the plastic theory 
will be considerably lighter than those based 
on the orthodox elastic method. The data 
covers the design of fixed and continuous 
beams and pinned-base portals under static 
forms of loading. Although the report is 
not yet complete, these early chapters have 
been released in order to give some idea of 
the progress already made and to stimulate 
interest in further developments., 
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DISMANTLING A DOME 


A demonstration of the Liebherr Tower 
crane (pictured on the left) was given by 
the importers, Thomas C. Wild (Machinery), 
Ltd., Sheffield, at Lancaster on October 29. 
The site was the old Lancaster Town Hall 
where the existing stone dome, which was 
considered to be unsafe, was being disman- 
tled to be replaced by a facsimile built in new 
stone. Although the work had to be carried 
out in restricted space, it is understood that 
the mobility And lifting speed of the crane 
was such that the whole operation was com- 
pleted within ten days as against the two 
months which would have been necessary 
if the normal rope and pulley method had 





been adopted. 





NEWS IN BRIEF 


Radnorshire Development Plan Approved 

The Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has approved with modifications 
the development plan for the County of 
Radnorshire. 


Trade Films Required 

During the coming winter the Cumberland 
and Westmorland branch of the R.I.C.S. pro- 
pose to organise a number of film shows 
and technical discussions. It is hoped to 
obtain trade films on loan or hire, either 
9.5 m.m. or 16 m.m., to be shown on the 
branch’s own projectors. Firms able to help 
should write to Mr. B. R. Hiscoe, hon. secre- 
tary, 7, Howard-place, Carlisle. 


Portsmouth C.U.C. Meeting 


More than 220 builders in the area 
attended a meetimg organised by _ the 
Portsmouth Service Committee of the Coal 
Utilisation Council, held in the Chamber of 
Commerce, Portsmouth, on October 14. They 
heard a talk by Dr. W. A. Herald, chief 
instructor at the C.U.C. Training Centre, 
London, on the importance of the correct 
fixing of modern solid fuel appliances. 


The Late Ald. C. N. Whitehouse 

Mr. Cecil Norman Whitehouse, a director 
of B. Whitehouse and Sons, Ltd., building 
contractors, has died at his Birmingham 
home, aged 57. Mr. Whitehouse was a 
Fellow and a member of the Council of 
the Institute of Builders and a member of 
the Birmingham Association of Building 
Trade Employers. He was one of the two 
builders’ representatives on a liaison com- 
mittee on housing which formerly existed 
in the Birmingham City Council. 


British Productivity Council 

The British Productivity Council has been 
established on a broader basis than its pre- 
decessor, the U.K. Section of the Anglo- 
American Council on Productivity, whose 
work it is taking over as well as engaging 
in fresh activities. Sir Peter Bennett was 
appointed chairman of the Council at its 
first meeting in London recently, whilst 
Mr. Lincoln Evans was appointed deputy 
chairman. The Council, whose aim will be 
to seek to engage the active interest of 
industry in the pursuit of high productivity 
and to give it all possible help in its inde- 
pendent activities, will meet shortly to con- 
sider in detail the extent and nature of its 
future programme. All communications 
should be addressed. to 21, Tothill-street, 
London, S.W.1. 


New Chairman 


Elected as chairman of the General Coun- 
cil of the Engineers’ Guild, Ltd., 78, Buck- 
ingham-gate, S.W.1, is 49-year-old Mr. B. 
Donkin, partner in the firm of Kennedy and 
Donkin. 


Employment in the Industry 

There was little change in the employment 
figures in the building and contracting in- 
dustries during September, according to 
an analysis published by the Ministry of 
Labour and National Service. At the end 
of September the figure was 1,445,000, com- 
pared with 1,446,000 at the end of August. 


Architects’ Working Conditions 

Birkenhead Corporation is making strong 
representations to the respective Government 
departments concerned with the object of 
securing some improvement in the accom- 
modation for architects in their employ. It 
is suggested that lack of suitable accom- 
modation is hampering housing develop- 
ments, and, according to Ald. H. Platt, some 
of the conditions under which architects are 
working are scandalous. ; 
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Exhibition of Building Work 

An exhibition of building work is to be 
held on November 17 to 22 by the Erith 
Technical College, in conjunction with the 
M.O.W., at the Department of Building in 
Erith-road, Belvedere, Kent. 


Central Land Board’s New Address 

The Headquarters of the Central Land 
Board and War Damage Commission have 
been moved to 6, Carlton House-terrace, 
S.W.1, from Devonshire House, Mayfair- 
place, Piccadilly, W.1. 


D.S.LR. Advisory Council 

The Lord President of the Council has 
appointed Sir Hugh Beaver, M.I.C.E., 
M.1.Chem.E., managing director of Arthur 
Guinness, Son and Co., Ltd., to be a member 
of the Advisory Council for Scientific and 
Industrial Research. Mr. I. A. R. Stedeford, 
chairman of Tube Investments, Ltd., has 
resigned his membership of the Council 
because of pressure of other duties. 


Judges for Decorating Competition 

The London Joint Education Committee 
has agreed to nominate three judges for the 
painting and decorating competition organ- 
ised by Thomas Parsons and Sons, Ltd., to 
mark the completion of the company’s 150th 
year. Their names are as follows:—J. 
Lawrence, F.R.S.A., F.I.B.D. (past president 
of the Institute of British Decorators), C. H. 
Eaton, F.R.S.A., F.1.B.D. (secretary of the 
Association of Painting Craft Teachers) and 
Edward Shadbolt. Copies of the recently 
revised rules for this competition can be 
obtained from the company at 70, Grosvenor- 
street, London, W.1. The closing date is 
now December 31 next. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. E. R. Howtett, director and general works 
manager of Aveling-Barford, Ltd., Grantham, and Mr. 
C. J. Ritchie, director and general sales manager, are 
retiring from the active ma t of the busi and 
the board of directors at the end of February, 1953. 

Dmptex, Ltp., Totton, near Southampton, have 
appointed Mr. N. B. Croft, 12-14, Great George’s-street, 
Belfast, as their agent for Northern Ireland. Stocks of 
both the oil-filled electric radiators and the pressed steel 
water radiators will be carried by Mr. Croft, to whom 
orders should be sent direct. 

THE APPOINTMENT OF Mr. C. S. PENNINGTON as their 
southern area representative has been announced by 
Stramit Boards, Ltd., Uxbridge. As soon as possible 
Mr. Pennington will be moving to a central point on the 
territory; in the meantime he can be reached at 41, 
Mayfield-road, North End, Portsmouth. 

COMMENCING JANUARY Next, Mr. H. Hogarth, of 
2, Moor Lea-avenue, Dringhouses, York, will be acting 
as area representative for the sliding door gear and 
agricultural products of Geo. W. King, Ltd., Hitchin, 
in the counties of Stafford, Shropshire, Montgomery, 
Radnor, Lancashire, Cheshire, Flint, Denbigh, Merioneth, 
Caernarvon, Anglesey and Isle of Man. 








TRADE NEWS 
Change of Address 

The B.R.C. Engineering Co., Ltd., have 
closed down their Little College-street and 
Millbank offices and their new address is 53, 
Grosvenor-street, London, W.1. Tel.: Gros- 
venor 8371. 


Coronation Lighting 


The General’ Electric Co., Ltd., Magnet- 
house, Kingsway, W.C/2, announces that it 
has appointed Beverley Pick Associates, 
the industrial design consultants, to advise 
on and prepare schemes, where required, of 
decorative illumination fer the Coronation. 


Quarry Window Bottoms 

A set of isometric drawings has been 
issued by Wheatly and Co., Ltd., Stoke-on- 
Trent, showing the build-up ‘of Triton quarry 
window bottoms from stock patterns and 
fittings made by the company. The types 
used with the various wood surrounds, metal 
casements and E.J.M.A. windows are shown, 
together with data on the thickness, colours 
and treatment of the patterns. 


Cedar Wood Shingles 


W. H. Colt (London), Ltd., Surbiton, 
Surrey, have published a new brochure on 
their Colt Canadian cedar wood shingles. 
The brochure contains a number of photo- 
graphs illustrating the various applications 
of shingles, and describes their character- 
istics as a roofing material. The results of 
water penetration tests carried out by the 
Building Research Station are given together 
with details of fixing. 


Earth-moving Machine 


The first “Caterpillar” D.W.21 tractor 
and W.21 scraper to arrive in this country 
is being put to work on a project in Derby- 
shire. Equipped with a four-stroke 225 h.p. 
diesel] engine, the tractor is started by a 
two-cylinder 25 b.h.p. petro] engine and has 
a turning circle of 35 ft. The scraper is 
cable operated, and with top extension 
boards has a capacity of 18 yds. struck and 
23 yds. heaped. The width of cut is 9 ft. 
6 in. and maximum depth of spread is 
153 in. 

Woodworm and Dry Rot Control 

A week-end lecture course was held at the 
Rentokil Woodworm and Dry Rot Centre, 
23, Bedford-square, London, W.C.1, recently, 
when 30 of the company’s technical staff and 
senior executives were given advanced in- 
struction on the higher technical aspects of 
woodworm and dry rot control. This was 
the first of several such lecture courses which 
are being planned. Dr. N. E. Hickin, Ph.D., 
B.Sc., gave the series of lectures on pest 
identification and treatment for extermina- 
tion, and these were followed in each case 
by practical periods with the use of high- 
powered lens and microscope. 


Impact Reverberation 


Ballet is a particularly severe test of an 
essentially temporary stage such as that 
erected in the Royal Festival Hall, and there 
is apt to be considerable trouble from 
“drumming” noises. After consultation 
with Jones and Broadbent, Ltd., of 1A, 
Perren-street, N.W.5, the architects respon- 
sible packed sacks of loose “J & B” mineral 
wool round the supporting piers and else- 
where in the space under the stage. These 
are claimed to have been successful in con- 
quering the noises, and being fire-proof and 
non-deleterious, the material can safely be 
stored at the end of the ballet season until 
further required. 
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NEW COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 

F. L. Fitchett (Contractors), Ltd. (511568.) Regd. 


Sept. 20, 8, Peacock-la., Leicester. Nom. cap.: 
£15,000. Dir: F. b, Fitchett, Bradgate-view, 
Leidester-zd., Markfield, Leics. 

Thomas Leafe and Sons, Ltd. (511587.) Regd. 
September 20, 52a, Liquerpond:st., Boston, Lines, 


bidrs, contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dirs.: 


T, Leafe and Alice E, Leafe, 32, Brothertoft-rd., 
Boston. 

W. H. Judd, Ltd. (511589.) Regd. Sept. 20, 95, 
Rownhams-rd., Maybush, Southampton, _ bidr, 
decorator, plumber and electrician. Nom. cap.: 
£1,500. Dirs.: W. H. Judd and Mrs. E. D. Judd, 
95, Rownhams-rd., Maybush, Southampton. 

G. Drinkwater (Altri neham), Ltd. (511571.) Regd. 
Sept. 20, plumber, electrician. Nom. cap.: £15,000 
Dir.: F. Drinkwater, senr., 21, Egerton-dr., Hale, 


Ches. 

F. Holgate and Co., Ltd. (511601.) Regd. Sept. 
22, 25, Stanley-rd., Ilford, bldrs, contractors, ete. 
Nom. cap.: £100. Dirs.:: F. Holgate and Mrs. 
i ae A Holgate, 17, Meadway, Seven Kings 

W. E. Pond and Sens, Ltd. (511619.) i Sept 
22, 288, Chester-rd., Whitby, Ellesmere-port, Ches., 
bidg and civil engineering contractors. Nom. cap. : 
£5,000. Dirs.: W. E. Pond, 288, Chester-rd., Whitby, 


E:lesmere- port, Ches 

W. Lord and Co., “Ltd, (511622.) Regd. Sept. 22, 
26/7, Conduit-st., Ww -l, bldrs and contractors. Nom. 
cap.: £1,000. ‘Dirs.: W. Lord and Florence E. 
Lord, 62, Hunter-rd., Thornton-heath. 

F. E. Palmer, Ltd. (511681.) Regd. Sept. 25, 15, 
Brentfield-gdns., Hendon-way, N.W.2, bldrs and 
contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Dirs.: E. 
Palmer and Mrs. M. ff Palmer, 15, Brentfield- 
gdns, Hendon-way, N.W. 

Jas. J. Rowsell and to, Ltd. (511689) Regd. 
Sept. 25, 4, Dingwall-ave., Croydon, Surrey, bidrs. 
and constructional engrs. Nom. cap.: £1,000 Dir 
Whetstone, N.20. 


J. J. Rowsell, 4, Birley-rd., 

J. C. Rackham, Ltd. (511690) Regd. Sept. 25, 
172, Uxbridge-rd., Harrow-weald, Mddx., bldrs, 
decorators, ete. Nom. cap.: £25,000 Subs.: D. B. 
Hoffe and D. D. De Carle, 1, Bank-bldgs, Princes- 


st., E.C.2 
Johnson and Whitelock, Ltd. (511693.) Regd. 
Sept. 25, 13, Battlefield-rd., St. Albans, bldrs, con- 
tractors, etc. Nom. cap.: ‘£300. Dirs.: J. Johnson 
— P. Johnson, Bridie-way, Hill-end, St. Albans, 
erts. 








Uy RyRy Rg gy gy gy 





P DECORATIVE AND 
WATERPROOFING 


TREATMENT FOR CONCRETE 
CEMENT RENDERING 
BRICKWORK, ASBESTOS, ETC. 





“STIC B” 


PAINT SALES LTD. 


47, WHITEHALL, S.W.1 
WHITEHALL 9958 


LVN 


November 14 1952 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS 
Timber Control 


THE TIMBER CONTROL of ghe Ministry of 
Materials will be wound up on December 
31 next, when the Controller and his Depu- 
ties will relifquish their posts. 

It is most important that it should be fully 
understood that regulations in force govern- 
ing the acquisition, consumption. or price 
of any types of timber or plywood will not 
be affected by the arrangements in this 
notice. In particular, the licensing of the 
acquisition and consumption of all softwood, 
which is essential for balance of payments 
reasons, will continue to be strictly enforced. 

The administration of these regulations 
and the handling of Government stocks will 
continue to be the responsibility of the 
Ministry of Materials which will incorporate 
a Timber Directorate under Mr. E. Vincent 
Kelley as Director, with Mr. J. E. Rumney 
and Mr. F. W. James as Deputy Directors. 
The address of the Directorate will be: 
Lacon House, Theobald’s-road, London, 
W.C.1; Tel.: Chancery 4411. 

The Directorate will have its own Finance 
Department, but the Finance Department of 
Timber Control will also remain in being 
in order to complete the Control’s accounts 
up to December 31 next. Until further 
notice its address will be: Bridge House, 
Clifton Down, Bristol, 8; Tel.: Bristol 36861 

‘The Ministry of Materials will inform the 
Timber Trade Federation of the arrange- 
ments which are being made to ensure 
adequate consultation and advice of the 
various sections of the Federation on the 
matters with which each is concerned. 


Lead 


In August of this year the Ministry of 
Materials, after providing for a_ strategic 
stock pile of lead, made provisional arrange- 
ments for the disposal of its commercial 
stocks after the end of public trading. These 
arrangements -were agreed with the lead 
producers and the London Metal Exchange, 
and were intended to apply to the period 
during which Government stocks would be 
the sole or main source of prompt lead. 

This transitional period is coming to an 
end, and producers and merchants should be 
able to supply all requirements for prompt 
delivery. As originally contemplated. the 
Ministry will no longer guarantee to sell for 
prompt delivery through the government 
broker as soon as it is satisfied that there 
is sufficient prompt lead available from 
normal trade sources. The Ministry expects 
this to happen in the course of the next few 
weeks. 

Arrangements have now been made for 
the sale to the producers of most of the 
remaining Ministry commercial _ stocks. 
Pricing will be on the basis of the monthly 
average London Metal Exchange quotation 
over a period of 14 months. This will leave 
the Ministry with a residue of about 9,000 
tons. This tonnage will be available to meet 
current needs of consumers to the extent 
that they cannot be supplied from normal 
trade sources, and the balance will be dis- 
posed of gradually over the next few months 
as opportunity offers. 


Cork, Dipentene and Turpentine 


The Board of Trade invite applications for 
licences to import cork, cork manufactures, 
dipentene and turpentine from certain 
countries during the period January 1 to 
June 30, 1953. Particulars are obtainable 
from Import Licensing Branch, Romney 
House, Tufton-street, S.W.L. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 
[From Our Own Correspondents} 


THE BUILDER 


is to be initiated. The plan includes irriga- 
tion, hydro-electric schemes, mineral surveys 
as well as extension and development of 
ports, railways, and airports. This seems 


Burma.—Plans for the building of schools, 10 be only a beginning, for the whole scheme 


hospitals, office buildings, and houses have 
now been drawn up by the Burmese 
National Housing and Town and Country 
Development Board for the year 1952-1953. 
About £5,852,500 is to be spent. The pro- 
gramme is to be divided into sections. 
Under these sections certain works will be 
handled by various States, Welfare Com- 
mittees, and the Development Board. For 
the most part the Board will supervise the 
building of houses, roads, as well as the re- 
habilitation of Prome, Mandalay, Akyab, 
Magwe, Toungoo, Pyu, Myingyan, and 
Shwebo and the construction of four to 10 
model villages. The schools and hospitals 
will come under the Welfare Committees. 
Other miscellaneous works not yet approved 
will be supervised by the various States. 
Officials are at present in Japan inquiring 
after sewage disposal equipment, sanitary 
equipment, and steel. No power to purchase 
has been granted to these officials so there 
may be possibilities for British suppliers who 
are interested in these projects. Other plans 
which are being pursued in the U.S. by a 
Burmese mission include: A_ 1,000-bed 
hospital, a tuberculosis sanitorium, factories 
for the manufacture of medicines, an agricul- 
ture research institute, a new medical college, 
a veterinary research institute, expansion of 
the Engineering Faculty of the University of 
Rangoon and building of a technical institute 
and an artisan training centre, and a forest 
research institute. 


Iraqg——Among a number of plans which 
the Iraq Development Board has on hand is 
one which will be of interest to British bridge 
builders. | Consulting engineers have now 
been called in to submit plans for six bridges 
which are to be built over the Tigris. At the 
moment not much is known about this pro- 
ject, but Iraq authorities in London may, 
within a week or two, be able to give more 
information on the matter. 


Norway.—New factories are to be built in 
Norway for the production of carbide and 
phosphor. These are the result of a new 
hydro-electric scheme in the Heroye, Rjukan, 
Notodden, and Glomfjord area. Behind the 
enterprise is the Norwegian firm Norsk 
Hydro which is at present negotiating a 
£3,750,000 loan from the Nerwegian bank in 
order to finance its projects, 


Peru—Peru is to commence building 
cement-factorias so as to become independent 
of foreign cement for her building pro- 
gramme. Cement plants are going up at 
Chilca and at Sicuani in South Peru. The 
ancient city of Cuzco which was partially 
destroyed in the earthquake of 1950 is now 
being reconstructed. A factory for the re- 
fining of cotton seed oil is to be built at 
Pisco. The firm Laboratories Tecnicos 
Berger is to build a new factory in Lima. In 
the Amazon region a factory is to be built 
for the production of paper and paper pro- 
ducts. Peru should become a good market 
for the British builder and materials sup- 
plier providing, of course, the currency is 
available. 


Portugal—Last month the Portuguese 
Government finally decided on developments 
for their colonies in East and West Africa 
and the following schemes are to be put into 
operation soon. A six-year. development 
plan for Mocambique costing roughly £26m. 





is to be discussed in the Chamber of Cor- 
porations and Parliament in Lisbon, and it 
is believed that this discussion will lead to 
further expansion in the colony. . . . The 
Government is also to aid native farmers to 
build their own houses under a co-operative 
scheme. Some 16,000 farmers are involved 
and a fair-sized housing project is visualised. 
Other Government schemes, which include 
work in Portugal as well, are as follows:— 
Irrigation and drainage of the Limpopo 
Valley; first part of the Movene Hydro- 
electric Scheme; examination of plans to 
utilise power of Lake Nyasa; railway from 
Vila Luiza to Manhica; development of 
Port of Nacala; airport for Lourenco 
Marques and development of other sites for 
aerodromes. The Beira Municipal Council 
is to spend £1,562,000 on sewage, drainage of 
swamp areas, electricity distribution, and the 
building of a municipal market. . . . Apart 
from Government-sponsored building the 
firm Empresa Produtora de Filmes Luso- 
Africa of Lourenco Marques is drawing up 
plans for the erection of film studios and 
laboratories in Lourenco Marques in order 
to commence a local film industry. It is also 
planned to build a cinematograph school to 
educate workers for the industry. It is pos- 
sible that the Portuguese Embassy in London 
may be in receipt of fuller technical details 
of Government building. As far as the 
studios are concerned the film company can 
be approached’ direct in  Lourenco 
Marques. 
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Spain.—Recent reports that an agreement 
is to be signed between the General 
American Oil Company of Texas and the 
Spanish Industrial Institute for the oil-boring 
rights in Spain have now been confirmed. 
The American group is to put upwards of 
$lm. into the project. Operations are to 
commence in the valley of the Ebro between 
Logrono and Zaragoza. Work is scheduled 
for January. 


*South Africa—The Union Tender and 
Supplies Board has issued a call for tenders 
for the supply of 12 electric drilling 
machines, portable 4 in. capacity with socket 
cable with earth wire and plug. The 
machines must be fitted with twin grips. Two 
should be suitable for 230/250V. A.C. 50 
cycles and 10 suitable for 220/230V. A.C. 50 
cycles. 

All telephone inquiries to B.o.T. Com- 
mercial Relations and Export Department. 
Tel.: Trafalgar 8855, ext. 2520. 


Thailand—Reports from Thailand main- 
tain that the Government there is planning 
the construction on a large scale of factories 
for the production of rubber commodities. 
Under consideration are a number of pro- 
posals which include the encouragement of 
private companies with or without state sup- 
port in the form of share capital, Govern- 
ment monopolies, Government-controlled 
factories based on foreign capital, and long- 
term concessions to foreign interests. Irriga- 
tion projects and communications are to be 
speeded up in the N.E. Provinces so as to 
keep pace with industrialisation. There is 
talk of building a dam across the Mul River 
at Khong Sapul in Ubol Province on a site 
said to have been chosen amd approved by 
U.N. experts. This dam could irrigate over 
a million acres of fertile land. A rope 
factory is to be built by the Ministry of In- 
dustries as part of the scheme to expand the 
jute industry. It has also been more or less 
decided now, in spite of opposition, to go 
ahead with plans to build a television station 
near Bangkok. The Government, according 
to reports, will have a 30 pe: cent. capital in- 
terest and will be on the governing board. 


WATER SUPPLIES IN THE HOME 


Danger of Contamination 


THE CHIEF sanitary inspector for Lither- 
land, Lancs, Mr. H. Harrison, has suggested 
an amendment in bye-laws relating to water 
supplies, and has stressed the fact that the 
only direct water supply from the main in 
many houses is to the kitchen tap. 

All other supplies in the house, he points 
out, comes from the storage cistern, and that 
supply might be contaminated. New houses 
with wash bowls in the bedrooms should 
have supplies direct from the main to avoid 
the risk of adults or children drinking what 
might be contaminated. 

Cases had been found of birds, mice and 
rats and even cats drowned in cisterns, many 
of which were left uncovered and invariably 
became contaminated with dirt and dust. 
The average householder never bethered 
with the cistern unless something went 
wrong. 

The time was ripe when a householder 
should be able to obtain at least one other 
supply from the main apart from the kitchen 
tap. If a start was made now in making 
that provision in new houses it would be a 
step in the right direction, and there was no 
reason to believe it would lead to a greater 
consumption of water. 





*From the Board of Trade Special Register 
Information Service. 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 





Saltire Society Awards 


[N Scotland we are much indebted to the 
Saltire Society for its success in main- 
taining a Scottish tradition in the arts,” said 
the Earl of Home, Minister of State for Scot- 
land, when he presented the Society’s housing 
awards on November 6. He continued:— 

The more the Society can persuade us to 
set store by aesthetic values in architecture 
the greater the public service it will do. If 
architecture is not a popular art it is in many 
ways the most important of all, because of 
its lasting influence on our social and 
domestic life. 

The Society rightly places emphasis on the 
importance of preserving examples of tradi- 
tional architecture and fitting them appro- 
priately into our modern framework. 

In so far as it succeeds in encouraging con- 
tinuity in Scottish tradition of design and in 
the native character of our building, it will 
be doing a service to present and future 
generations and at once set a standard and 
a challenge to the architect of to-day and 
to-morrow. 

These housing awards have been of great 
value, and, indeed, I want to suggest that in 
these times of scarce materials and high 
costs a field has opened for a third award— 
an award for the houses or flats which best 
combine economy with good design. 

An award of this kind would be a really 
severe test of the extent to which the archi- 
tect had studied and mastered the poten- 
tialities of new techniques and materials. 

But I am not here to teach architects their 
own business, least of all the two architects 
who have produced such excellent designs as 
to-day’s prize-winners, Mr. Basil Spence, who 
designed the houses for fishermen at Dunbar 
Harbour, and Mr. Jury, who designed the 
three-storey flats at Eastwood, Glasgow. 


New Housing Subsidies 

DETAILS OF INCREASED SUBSIDIES for new 
council houses and for certain kinds of 
agricultural housing are given in a circular 
recently issued to local authorities by the 
Department of Health for Scotland. The new 
subsidies are payable under the Housing 
(Scotland) Act, 1952, which received the 
Royal Assent on October 30. i 

For the average four-apartment council 
house the Exchequer subsidies are increased 
from £23 10s. to £42 5s. a year for 60 years. 
The local authority contribution is raised 
from £7 a year to £14 5s. 

Three main changes are made in the 
assistance given to agricultural housing. The 
old variable special subsidies paid for agri- 
cultural houses built by local authorities are 
replaced by a flat subsidy of £12 a year. This 
is additional to the normal subsidy but will 
be granted only at the Secretary of State’s 
discretion. Where it is granted, the subsidy 
payable for an agricultural house would now 
be £51 15s. a year for 60 years in the case 
of a three-apartment dwelling and £54 5s. for 
60 years in the case of a four-apartment. 
This latter figure is equivalent to a capital 
payment of just over £1,150 per house. 

The Act also provides grants of £240 and 
£300 for agricultural cottages built by private 
persons. Up to the present these grants have 
been available only for houses built to 
replace unfit existing houses occupied by par- 
ticular groups of the agricultural population. 
These limitations are now removed; the new 
heuses need not be in replacement of other 





houses and they may be occupied by any 
member of the agricultural population. 

The third main change made by the Act is 
that improvement grants can now be paid for 
the modernisation of a tied cottage. These 
grants may be for work done of a value 
between £150 and £800. In exceptional cases 
this upper limit may be raised with the con- 
sent of the Secretary of State. 


Sutherland’s Crofting Townships 


THE DANGER of a number of crofting 
townships in Sutherland becoming extinct 
within the next 10 to 15 years unless coun- 
ter-measures are taken, is stressed by Sir 
Frank Mears, planning consultant, in a re- 
port submitted to Sutherland County Council 
on the problems of redevelopment and plan- 
ning in the county. 

The last census had shown, states Sir 
Frank in his report, that the serious rate of 
decline of population which began 100 years 
ago continues unabated, except in the small 
south-east coast sector. 

If these townships were a!lowed to become 
derelict this would greatly increase the diffi- 
culties of maintaining services of all kinds for 
those which survive. 


Manpower and Materials 

A RECENT SURVEY of the manpower and 
materials situation as it affects the building 
industry in Scotland discloses that the labour 
force is generally adequate and that short- 
ages in many types of materials and com- 
ponents have now disappeared, writes a 
correspondent. Following is a summary of 
the position :— 

Manpower.—Generally the labour force is 
adequate to deal with the present supply of 
materials. Bricklayers seem to be less 
plentiful than other tradesmen, but the posi- 
tion sorts itself out from firm to firm. There 
seems to be little or no unemployment in 
the trade. 

Bricks——Demand still exceeds supply, but 
the industry in Scotland has, this year, pro- 
duced a record output and is still stepping 
up production. 

Cement.—Supplies good with only inter- 
mittent delays in delivery. More cement in 
Scotland this year than ever before. 

A geregates.——No difficulty in supply. 











What 
iS 


ae 


Botol? 


See page 78 . 














November 14 1952 


Timber.—Plentiful 
licences granted. 

Steel—Demand exceeds supply. Many 
new buildings cannot be started until 
ys beginning of the next allocation falls 
ue. 

Fireclay Drainage Goods——Supplies of 
normal sizes and connections, bends, etc., 
good. 

Roofing Felts. DP.C.s, 
delivery, plentiful supplies, 

Plumbers’ Goods.—Supply and delivery 
good. 

Rainwater Goods.—Demand exceeds sup- 
ply, delivery period considerable. 

Wallboards and Plaster Boards.—Supply 
and delivery good. 

Plaster-——Supply and delivery good. 

Slates.—The slate industry has maintained 
all contracts up to date and are increasing 
production as the manpower situation 
improves. Orders should be placed at an 
early date during the construction of the 
building. 

Tiles (Roofing).—Delivery good for the 
majority of types. Orders should be placed 
early in course of construction. 


Change of Address 


THE ScoTtTisH office of the Cement and 
Concrete Association has been moved from 
22, Rutland-square, Edinburgh, to 2, Rut- 
land-square, Edinburgh. The _ telephone 
number, Fountainbridge 5085, remains the 
same, 


supplies to meet 


etc.—Good 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Banffshire.—Health Committee have approved 
plans for a new home at Buckie for old people. It 
will accommodate 32 persons, and the est. cost is 


Berwickshire.—The Scottish Education Depart- 
ment have agreed in principle to the erection of a 
complete school at Grantshouse. 

Caldercruix.—Lanarkshire ©.C. to erect a new 
Catholic School. William Watt (F.), architect, 
County-chbrs., Albert-rd., Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Clackmannan.—C.C. to have plans prepared for a 
new approved jun. sec. sch. at Parkhead. The archi- 
tect is W. H. Hendry, County-chbrs,, Alloa. 

East Kilbride.—Plans to be prepared for the De- 
velopment Corporation’s new schemes of 142 houses. 
The architect is F. C. Scott (L.), Torrence House, 
East Kilbride. 

Forfarshire.—A new fire station is to be erected at 
Kirriemuir by Angus Joint Fire Area Committee. 

Glasgow.—Corporation to erect a new school at 
the South Side, Anderston-st., their architect being 
John MacNab (F.), 129, Bath-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for reconstruction and 
additions at West George-st. for Insurance-chbrs. 
The architects are Ramsey, Murray & White (F.), 
32, Wigmore-st., London. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for alterations and addi- 
tions for the Glasgow Tobacco Warehouse Co., Ltd., 
59, James Watt-st., at Marquis-st. The architect is 
W. R. MacKay, 20, Bath-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared by the Distillers 

., Ltd., staff of architects, 64, Waterloo-st., 
Glasgow, for the reconstruction and additions to 
the distillery buildings of James Buchanan & Co., 
Ltd., Hydepark-st., Dennistoun, Glasgow. 

Inverness-shire.—C.C, has approved the erection 
of a new primary school at Dalneith. The architect 
is Alexander Cullen, O.B.E. (F.), County-chbrs., 
Inverness, 

Lanarkshire.—C.C, to erect a new public school at 
East Kilbride, for which the architect is William 
Watt (F.), County-chbrs., Albert-st., Motherwell- 
Wishaw. 

Lanarkshire.—C.C. to have plans prepared for the 
reconstruction of the Catholic Church of Tarbrox 
for a new community centre. The architect is 
Samuel MacColl (A.), County-chbrs., Beckford-st., 
Hamilton West. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared by their own 
staff of architects for new buildings (No. 9 be 
erected at Mossend by Stewart & Lloyds, Ltd., 41, 
Oswald-st., Glasgow. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prépared by their own 
staff of architects for new drawing offices which are 
to be erected by the British Polar Engineers, Ltd., 
161, Helen-st., van. 7 

Macduff.—Town Council have approved a plan for 
10 two-apartment houses for old people. 

Tannockside.—Lanarkshire €.C, .to ‘erect 170 
houses, for which the architect is Samuel MacColl 
(A.), County-chbrs., Beckford-st., Hamilton West. 
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The Builder 





THE BUILDER 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


some contracts still open bat not included 
in Pehle list see previous issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in A number. The dates 
at the heads of paragra = wo for the sub- 
oe et asa a aes i) ae nae 
date for applications; * the name o address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 
be obtained. 


BUILDING 
NOVEMBER 18. 

*t Plymouth city C.—(a) 4 shops and 8 maison- 
ettes at King-st., Stonehouse; (b) 33 flats at Beacon- 
park ; (c) secondary modern school at Penlee, Stoke ; 
(d) eonversion of “ Ingleside,” Tavistock-rd., Mut- 
ley, into a residentia} home; (e) extension of 
ge A -aete Vauxhall-st. City A., Seymour-rd. 


Dep. £3 38 
NOVEMBER 19, 
Leominster B.C.—Eight aged persons’ bungalows 
oa Ke ce ay Walter . Bond, 
Colmer chbrs., 3, Newhall-st., Birming: 
tay ; 


£3 3s 

*tHants C. PC. —Police house and affes, Barton-on- 
Sea and West Wellow. County A., Winchester. 
Dep. £1 1s. each. 

NOVEMBER 20. 

*tBirmingham City C.—34 dwellings at Nimmings 
Farm estate, Longbridge, contract 207; 6 houses at 
Garretts Green-la., Sheldon, contract 216; 2 houses 
at Bromferd-la., Erdington, contract 248; 6 houses 
at Flint Green-rd.,. Acocks Green, contract 252; 
and 6 flats at Lakey-la., Hall Green, contract 260. 
City x. & S., City Centre. Dep. £228. per contract. 

w Corpn. —4 shops, 10 flats and 10 maison- 
oun” irector of Housing, 20, Trongate, 2nd Floor, 
a 


C1. 
Hford City ©.—Conversion of “ Cranbrook.” 
Sedgeley Park-rd., oo City E., Town Hall, 
Salford, 3. Dep. £ 
qussiain 21. 
*tBristol City C.—47 houses at Novers-rd., Bed- 
minster. “e A,, Council House, College Green. 


Dep. £2 
East Suifolk C.C.—House and garages, with re- 
age at police station, Halesworth. County 
County Hall, Ipswich. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 
ioauaee 19. 
*t+East Suffolk C.C.—Police station, Bury-rd., Stow- 
market. County A., Ipswich. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 


by December 19. 
NOVEMBER 22 


*+Essex C.C.—Fire station and 2 2 houses, Hogg-la., 
Grays. County A., Chelmsford. 

*Ware U.D.C.—30 houses, Redan-rd. W. J. Davis, 
E. & 8. Dep. £3 3s. 

NOVEMBER 

*tBlackpool B.C.—Infants’ sakaet in Langdale-rd., 
Mereside eons. B.S., Municipal Offices. 

*+ Bromley B.C.—108 houses at the sore pl. 
estate. B. z., Municipal Offices. Dep. £2 

*tSomerset C.C.—Writhlington secondary ~ a 
school. County A., Park-st., Taunton. Dep. £2 2s, 

Welton R.D.C.—36 houses ‘at Fiskerton. W. Saun- 
ders & Ptnrs., architects, 24, Castle Gate, Newark- 


on-Trent. Dep. £3 3s. 
NOVEMBER 25. 
Worksop R.D.C.—62 houses and site works off 
Oxford-rd, Carlton-in-Findrick. B. Thompson, 


architect, 83, Bridge-st. Dep. £5 5s. 
NOVEMBER 26. 
Burnham-on-Sea ‘_U.D.C.—Eight houses at Burn- 
nam-rd. housing estate, Highbridge. Nicholls and 
Barton, poems 41, St. Mary-st., Bridgwater. 


Dep. £2 

3 NOVEMBER 28. 

*Heckmondwike U.D. C.—14 houses in contract 8; 
6 houses in contract 9; ane | 8 a in contract 10. 
S., Council Offices. Dep. 

“*gouthport B.C. A! ey A, “sopply of light alloy 
roof trusses; contract 2, alterations to elect rigs! 
installation at Manchester-rd. fire station. Boro’ A 
93-105, Lord-st. Dep. £1 1s. per contract. 

*+Worcestershire ©.C.—Secondary modern school 
at Studley-rd., Redditch. County A., 14, Castle-st., 
Worcester. Tenders by December 22. 

NOVEMBER 29. _ 

*Mitcham B.C.—28 flats comprising Rowan‘cres. 
estate, 8.W.16. B.E. & 8., Town Hall. 

Neston U.D.C.— — Extension to central library. S., 

all. De 1 ls. 
by it Yrectetend f R.D.C.—56 houses and site 
works at Staveley. Middleton & eae architects, 
1, Queen-st., Lancaster. Dep. £3 
see Pipette hos t Finch-rd., 
*tBerkshire ©0.C.—2 ice houses a inch- 
bn County a ilton House, Parkside-rd., 
n Dep. £2 2 
= righion B.C. Police offices, Market-st. B.E. & 
, 26-30, King’s-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 





“Wood-rd., Sutton. 


station. 


Clitheroe T.C.—36 bungalows at Henthorn. BS., 
Town Hall, Dep. £2 2s. 

Kirkburton U.D.C.—18 houses at Shepley. Muni- 
cipal E., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

Worksop T.C.—66 houses at singedieg housing 
site. B.E., Park House. Dep. £5 

DECEMBER 2. 

*Swale R.D.C.—14 houses, Teynham, and 14, ones 

E. & &., 48, Bell-rd., Sittingbourne. * Dep. ‘£3 


e 
DECEMBER 3. 
*Barrow-in-Furness B.C.—14 old people’s dwellings 

on Newbarns (south) housing estate. B.E. & &., 
Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
DECEMBER 4, 

*Huntingdon R.D.C.—Four houses and 4 page 
lows. K. A. Milner (L.), Lea, Milner 4 Wardley, 4 
Market-hill, Huntingdon. Dep. £2 

DECEMBER 5. 
*Sutton and Cheam B.C.—26 ovetive, Benhill 
Ne Hn Michell, B.E. & S. Dep. 


£5 58 
DECEMBER 6 
*tLewes B.C.—25 houses on _ ae mY housing 
estate (north), contract 10. B.E. & S., Council 
Offices, Fisher-st. Peg £3 3s. 
Ctte.—House at 


Hesp. Man. 
Rauceby Hos ital Vallance & Westwick, archi- 
tects, Be ang art-chbrs., White Hart-st., Mansfield. 


. R.D.C.—26 houses at Wrenbury. H. 
Crabtree, M.I.Mun.E., E. & S.,. Stapeley House, nr. 
Nantwich. Dep. £2 2s. 

Pickering R.D:C.—Two houses at Ebberston; 4 
houses at t Wilton ; and 8 houses at Thornten Dale. 
J. Errington, clerk, 20, Eastgate. Dep. £2 2s 

DECEMBER 8. 

*Faversham B.C.—50 houses at North Preston in 
we —— B.S., Municipal Offices, Faversham. 

ep. 

Hoole U.D.C.—Construction of 32 houses on the 
Hoole House estate. Robert Boot, 22, Newgate-st., 
Chester. Dep. £2 2s 

DECEMBER 9. 
Harrow U.D.C.—35 dwellings, ‘‘ Antoneys,” 
eg J. H. Melville Richards, 
4 2s 


Dep. 
ECEMBER 12, - 
*Sunderland B. elton Red House 
junior school. Boro’ A., Grange House, S 
rd. Dep. £2 2s. 


*Lincoin No, 


rimary 
kton- 


DECEMBER 15. 


*Welwyn Garden City U.D.C.—245 houses, 24 flats 
and 31 garages. L. J. Slocombe, Clerk. 


DECEMBER 19. 
Belfast City C.—Superstructure at Victoria power 
Merz and McLellan, engineers, Carlisle 


House, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 1. Dep. £10 10s. 


ROOFING 
MATERIALS 


All types of Roofing 
Materials are available 
for Immediate Delivery 
from our London stocks. 














BEST WELSH SLATES 
AND DAMPCOURSES. 


ASBESTOS CEMENT- 
SHEETS AND FITTINGS. 


ASBESTOS R/W GOODS. 


———2ge——_—— 


THE BODDY ROOFING 


COMPANY LIMITED 


81 ESSEX ROAD, LONDON.N.1 
Telephone: CANonbury 4281 
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DECEMBER 22. 
*Cuckfield R.D.C.—24 dwellings at Horsham-sd 
Pease Cottage, near Crawley. S., Rural 
ca Offices, Boltro-rd,, Haywards Heath. Dep. 


NO DATE, 


*Corby Development .—300 houses, factory 
and 3 peira. - houses. nera| Manager, Stone 
House, South 


Malton v.D.6.—Yoor flats in Giseneate, Gay 


Channon, architect, Market-st. Dep. £1 
PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC 


ba: hy mma 19, 
*tSouth Western Reg. Board.—Installation 
of vertical steam ilies” plant and services at 
Torridge Hospital, Bideford. Regiona] A., 27, Tyn- 
dalls Park-rd., Bristol, 
ota» a 
- rs B.C.—Supply of materials. 


U.D.C.—Supply of materials. 


ffices. 
DECEMBER 1 
*East Riding of Yorks C. at fittings for 
Rosebery-ave. county par school, Bridlington. 
County A., County Hal ne 
JANUARY 
Dagenham B.C.—B.E. & S. 
NO DATE. 
*Preston Educ. a pete ab 
Larches Hostel, Larches-la. B.E. & S., Municipal- 
bldgs. Dep. £1. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 
NOVEMBER 17. 


B.E., Town 


Formb BE. & 6., 


Council 


“\Materials.) 


*tNewcastle City C.—New filtration plant at 
Walker Baths. City Estate LY Property 8., Town 
Hall. Tenders by December 1% : 


NOVEMBER ‘m. 
Coalville U.D.C.—Site preparation works on the 
} ogy pene estate. E. & S., Municipal Offices. 


Dep 
Mariborough B.C.—Roads and sewers at St. 
Margaret’s Mead estate. BS., 1, The Green. 
Dep. £2 2s. 
NOVEMBER 28. 

tGranbrook 'R.D.C.—Main drainage of Hawkhurst 
housing site, contract No. 1. Howard Humphreys 
& Sons, Victoria Station House, 191, Meena ny 


rg S.W.1. Dep. £33s. Tenders by December 
Wycombe R.D.C.—Sewage disposal works ai 
Woeburn Clerk to the Council, 17, High-st. Dep. 
3s 
NOVEMBER 29. 


*Mitcham B.C.—Layout of Bland site, Fair Green. 
B.BE. & §., Town Hall. 

‘sundetens B.C.—Garden of rest at Sunderland 
Crematorium. Boro’ A., Grange House, Steckton- 


rd. Dep. £2 2s. 
ECEMBER 3. 

tHertford R.D. oun supply scheme at Bulls 
Green. D. Balfour & Sons, engineers, 131, Victoria- 
st., Westminster, 8.W.1. Dep. £5. 

DECEMBER 4. 

West Lancashire R.D.C.—Banks sewerage and 
sewage disposal works. EB. & 8., 52, Derby-st., 
Ormskirk, Lancs, Dep. £5 5s. 

DECEMBER 5. 

Hemsworth R.D.C.—Sewerage and sewage dis- 
posal at Ryhill and Havercroft. Willcox, Raikes & 
_— 33, Gt. Charles-st., Birmingham, 3. Dep. 


Stratford-on-Avon R.D.C.—4,100 yds. of sewérs at 
Quinton. Willeox, Raikes & Marshall, 3B, Gt. 
Charles-st., Birmingham, 3. Dep. £5 5: 

DECEMBER 15. 

Helmsley R.D.C.—Contract 1, 31,000 yds. of water 
mains with reservoirs at Stocking-la. and Tom 
Smith’s Cross, dep. £5 5s.; contract 2, two pump 
houses, dep. £2 2s.; contract 3, pumping plant at 
Helmsiey and Stocking- la., dep. £2 2s. A. Brooks- 
bank, M.I.C.E., 14, The Easbaten, Bradford, Yorks. 

DECEMBER 17. 

Isle of Wight Water Board.—Construction and 
maintenance of a 14 mil. gal. mass and r.c. reser- 
voir, together with spun-iron — be cm agg 
chambers, etc., on Brading & 
Blizard, Lansdowne House, Castile qe 


Dep. £5 5s 
DECEMBER 19. 
Exmouth U.D.C.—Sewers and stormwater Lao 4 


ing station, Hartopp-rd. Howard 5 Tay 
— 191, Victoria-st., Westminster, S.W.1. Dep 
3 33. 


DECEMBER 27. 

Bakewell R.D.C.—4,100 yds. of sewers, complete 
with a sewage disposal works, at Bradwell. 
Brady & Partington, engineers, Market-st., Chapel- 
en-le-Frith. Dep. £10. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 
Hammersmith.—MtsonettEs.—B.C. bas approved 
the propos erection by Anhet bere at and 


Hardy (F./AA.), 20, Lowndes-st., of a four- 
a block of two maisonettes at 27, 7 Beauclerend. 





J 
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Hammersmith.—Suors.—Proposal made by the 
architects’ department of London Co-operative 
Society, Ltd., to erect 2 shops and 2 flats at 28-32, 
King-st., W.6, has received T.P. permission. 

Hammersmith.—Fiats.—B.C. have instructed B.E. 
to erepere plans for erection of flats at Hendon 
Park-row area. 

Hammersmith.—Snors.—T.P. approval has been 
given to proposed erection of shops, showrooms 
and 4 flats at 110-114, King-st., W.6, by R. Seifert 
(F.), 28, Gt. Ormond-st., W.C.1. j 

Hammersmith.—F Lats.—Propos erection of 
block of flats at 65-67, St. Stephen’s-ave., W.12, by 
J. Greenidge (F.), 28, Gt. Ormond-st., W.C.1, has 
received permission from B.C. 

Hammersmith.—FLats.—Hammett 


and Norton 


{AA.)..29, Sackville-st., E.C.2, have been instructed * 


ty B.C. to prepare plans for erection of three-storey 
blook of flats at site 3, Ashchurch-ter., W.12, and 6 
flats at site 5, Cromwell-gr., W.6. ; 
Hammersmith.—ReEDEVELOPMENT.—B.C. have _ in- 
structed B.E. to prepare plans for the redevelop- 
ment of site 4, Chancellors-rd., W.6, with semi- 
detached houses, and site 6, Godolphin-rd., W.12, 
with terrace houses. : 
Hammersmith.—F1iAats.—B.C. have instructed B. 
Duckett (A.), 80, Wimpole-st., W.1, to prepare plans 
for redevelopment of site 2, Ashchurch-gr., W.12, 
with a three-storey block of flats. 
Hammersmith.—F.ats.—Plans for a three-storey 
block of flate at site 10, Wood-la./Macfarlane-rd., 
W.12, are to be prepared by Poulton and Freeman 
(FF.), 6a, Wyndham-pl., W.1, for B.C. ; 
Hammersmith.—Arp.ications.—B.C. are applying 
-to LCC. for stage I town. planning permission to 
erect 8 flats at site 1, Argyle-pl., W.6, and redevelop 
site 7, Godolphin-rd./St. Stephen’s-ave., W.12. 
Hammersmith.—ReEDEVELOPMENT.—Plans are to be 
repared for B.C. by Maxwell Gray (A.), 15, Red 
ion-sq., W.C.1,. for the redevelopment of site 8, 
Melrose-gdns., W.6, bay be flats; and site 9, West- 
ick-gdns., W.6,. wi ats. 
ee eclate. Busts.—It is understood that B.C. 
have decided to abandon proposed scheme for 3 
flats at 29-31, Starfield-rd., W.12, as reported in our 
issue of October: 10. 
Hendon.—Suorps Aanp Maltsonetres.—Approval of 
plans’ submitted by B.E. & S. for 8 shops and 8 
maisonettes at aremont-rd., Cricklewood, 
been recommended by Hsg. Com. : 
-" Wendon.—Hovses.—Rebuilding .of 2 houses. at 1 
and 2, Mann’s-rd., Edgware, by Simmonds & Brown, 
architects, 1, Central-chbrs., Hendon Central, N.W.4, 
has been —— by B.C. , ; 
‘Hendon.—Cuvurcu.—B.C. have approved in prin- 
-ciple ‘the erection of a church, church hail and 
vicarage at Clatemont-rd., N.W.2, by Biscoe & Stan- 


has 


ton, surveyors, 19, College-rd., Harrow. 
Hendon.—Synacocue AND Fats.—Hsg. Com. 
recommend approval ef revised layout plans sub- 


mitted by B.E. & S. for a synagogue, British Legion 
premisee, ane 32. flats on land adjacent to Kenil- 
orth-rd., Edgware. 
W Wondorl.--BuNcaLows.—-Block plans for 2 bunga- 
lows and garages at 4 and 5, Hartland-cl., Edgware, 
submitted by Joan Laing & Son, Ltd.; contractors, 
Bunns-la., N.W.7, have been-approved by B.C. 
Hendon.—Dwe.iincs.—B.C. have approved in 
rinciple the erection of 2 houses at urray-rd., 


.W.7, by H. A. Skuse, Chestnut-mt., Allum-la., 

ee D INGS Proposals made by 
m. — DWELLINGS. — 

+ % Emerson, F.I.A.A., Wool Exchange, 


H: ¥., M. A I 
Basinghall-st., E.C.2, for the erection of dwellings 
at Bunns-la., N.W.7, have received approval by 
B.C., subject to certain conditions. 
Kensington. —AppoInTMENT.—Hsg. Com. recommen¢ 
the copstabenent of J. Grey & Ptnr. (F./L.), 17, 
Buckingham-st., W.C.2, as architects for the pre- 
paration of a scheme for erection of 18 dwellings in 
Acklam-rd./Blagrove-rd. and 6 dwellings in Radding- 
ton-rd./Portobello-rd. : 
Kensington.—F.ats.—Plans for the erection of 16 
flats at 123-137 (odd), Finborongh-rd., prepared_by 
B.E., have been recommended for approval by Hsg. 
Com. Estimated cost is £30,422. 
Kensington.—Dwe.uines.—B.C. are recommended 
by Hsg. Com. to erect during 1953 14 dwellings at 
275-271 and 297, Ladbroke-gr. and 53-57, Faraday- 
rd., and dwellings at 42-44 and 84, Tavistock-cres., 
61 and 63-65, Tavistock-rd., 23, Basing-st.; 22 
dwellings at 140-144 and 169-179, Finborough-rd. and 
82-84, . Redcliffe-sq.; and 66 dwellings at Henry 
Dickens-ct. om 
Kensington.—F.ats.—Hsg. Com. recommend the 
ives yo plans submitted by B.E. for erection 
of 20 flats at 14-17, Colviile-sq. and 11-13, Colville- 
gdns., for B.C., at an estimated cost of £39,041. 
Kensington.—DweE.LLincs.—Subject to Ministry 
approval to the removal of existing temporary 
bungalows, B.C. are recommended by Hsg. Com. to 
erect during 1953 16 dwellings at 123-137, Finborough- 
rd,; and 22 dwellings at 6-8, 72-82 and 84, Cornwall- 
cres. and 9, Ladbroke-cres. 
Kensington.—F.ats.—Plans prepared by B.E. for 
erection of 8 flats at 10-14 (even), Cambridge-gdns., 
have been recommended for approval by Hsg. Com. 
Estimated ‘cost is £18,295. 
London.—Cnurcao.—Plans. have been prepared by 
Corfiato, Thomson & Ptnrs. (FF.), 41, Russell-sq., 
. W.C.1, in conjunction with M. Jean Mureau, French 
Government architect, for the rebuilding of Notre 
Dame de France Church, by Leicester-sqg. Lowest 
tender has been submitted by C. P. Roberts & Co., 
Ltd., bldg. contractors., 31, High Holborn, W.C.1. 
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** THE BUILDER” PRICES 
.LEAD AND LEAD PRODUCTS 


The basis price of sheet lead was reduced at 
8 a.m. on November 6 by £4 10s., and increased at 
noon on the same day-by £6 10s., bringing it up to 
£131 15s., per ton, 

Associated Lead Manufacturers, Ltd., announce 
the following revised basis prices which came into 
effect as from noon, November 6:— 


2 “2 
Genuine English dry white lead 142 10 0 
Genuine ground English white lead 1644 5 0 
Genuine English white lead paint Bet 219 0 
Genuine refined English red lead 126 15 0 
Genuine powdered Englishlitharge .. 126 15 0 
Genuine English flake and ground flake 
litharge gue tee duc ee ae ae 
Genuine refined English orange lead 138 15 0 
Genuine refined English red lead in oil 154 0 0 
Genuine English red lead pt. BS1011 
typel(lgal.tins) ... fat a 218 6 
English red lead pt. BS1011 type 2 (1 gal. 
tins) ... *4y. eat fe ws 2 '¢-o 











(PROVINCIAL) 


Bamford.—Further 20 houses ,propeoed at Main-rd. 
Barnsley.—T.C. seek M.O.H. approval for 17 
units of warehouse accommodation at proposed 
wholesale market (£27,000 est.).—T.C. propose resi- 
— home, Athersley estate. 


urham.—Durham Div. N.C.B. propose to spend 


£21,400 on extensions, etc., to nisiead Priory 

Convalescent Home. Architect’s Staff, N.C.B 

Offices, Gosforth, Newcastle. ; 
Ince-in-Makerfield.—C.W.8., Ltd., propose glass 


factory at Platt Bridge. 

Keighley.— Work to commence shortly on Techni- 
cal College, at £80,000. ; . 

Lancs.—C.C. propose two-form entry girls’ sec. 
mod. sch. at Golborne, at £102,521. : 

Manchester.—T.C. approved erection of 11 sho) 
and maisonettes and 11 lock-up shops at Maple-rd., 
Baguley.—Approved College of Further Education 
at Water-st. and _Hardman-st.—Approved. estimate 
for repairs and adaptations at Great Moreton Hall, 
Caaess. for residential sch. for delicate children. 

_E.C. to negotiate with Intercon, Ltd., for exten- 
sions at. Haveley Hey C.P. sch.—T.C. approved 34 
houses and four cottage flats at_Tweedle Hill-rd., 
Poolton-rd. and Crab-la., Higher Blackley; 42 flats, 
13 houses and six cottage flats at roads 3, 5 and 6, 
Charleston Neighbourhood Unit, Blackley; further 
ae: No Fines ” flats at Brooklands Neighbourhood 

nit. 

Middieton.—B.C. approved Jayout for six-bay 
ambulance stn. at Oldham-rd., for Lancs C.C.— 
Manchester T.C. to issue licence to J. Saxon & Son, 
for 12 houses. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Cackett, Burns Dick and 
Mackeuar, 21, Ellison-pl., Newcastle, are architects 
for alterations to ‘ Victoria and Comet” public- 
house jn Neville-st., for Robert Deuchar, Ltd., and 
for factory additions at Gallowgate, for Scott & 
Turner, Ltd.—Toward & Co., Ltd., Wincomblee-rd., 
Newcastle, are ito carry out factory additions and 
have prepared: their own plans.—T. B. Pearson & 
Son, engineers, etc., Wincomblee-rd., Newcastle, 
are to extend their fabricating shop and have pre- 
pared their own age re ge are proposed to 
workshops for the adult blind, Whickham View, 
Newcastle. Plans by City A., 18, Cloth-market, 
Newcastle.—E.C. is seeking loan sanction for 
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£168,431 for carrying: out stage two of plan for a 
new college of technology in Northumberland-rd. 
Work is expected to start next March. City.A. is 
George Kenyon, 18,.Cloth-market, Newcastle. 
Newcastle-under-Lyme.—B.C. approved erection of 
800 houses at Crackley. Bank site (350 by Coaj In- 
dustry Housing Association).—Staffs C.C.- propose 
infant welfare and health centre at Clayton-rd. 
Orrell.—U.D.C. approved housing development at 
Shelley-dr., Orrell, for Clough & Gaskell, Ltd. 
Orton (Cumberian 


k d).—It 1s hoped to begin work 
soon on erection of a village hall. 


Architect is 
Stephen Mann, 28, Lowther-st., Carlisie. 
Otley.—U.D.C. propose 100 ‘No Fines’ houses 
at Weston estate, and 28 flat units in blocks of four. 
dhoe-on-Tyne.—U.D.C. to build 12 old people’s 
bungalows at Priestclose—U.D.C. is planning nine 
single-bedroomed bungalows at Burnside, Mickley. 
Rotherham.—B.C. approved plans for:—Six houses 
at East Bawtry-rd. and 14 at Reresby-rd., for Sir 
Osbert Sitwell.—Storage sheds, workshops, etc., at 
Fullerton-rd., for London & Scandinavian Metal- 
eo sa 1 Industry H 
ugeley. al Industry Housing Assoc. propose 
1,200 houses for miners at Lea Hal] Colliery. 
Sunderland.—R.D.C. has. received Ministry 
peeve! to their plans for 52 houses at Silksworth. 
Plans by their S. : P 
Tarvin.—R.D.C. to acquire housing site at. Keys- 
-brook, Tattenhall. 
Todmorden.—B.C, to erect 26 houses and 16 flats 
as second portion of Harley Wood estate. 
Tottington.—U.D.C. qropeee 32 houses at Leemans 
ae = (architect,. Frank Bradley, 4, Wood-st., 
Orton). 


Walsall.—T.C. approved in principle 30 flats at 
Little Bloxwich site. 

_Warrington.—T.C. approved plans for :—Exten- 
sions to works at Eddowes Yard, for Caldwells, 
Ltd.—Extensions to works (amended plan), at 
Church-st., for Thos. Locker & Co., Ltd.—Factory 
extension, Bewsey-rd.,. for N. Greening & Sons, 
’ Ltd.—Extensions to-workshops, Cloth: Hall-yard, for 
Warrington: Motor Co., Ltd.—Alterations to premises 
Wilderspoo] Causeway, for C. Melbourne & Co., 
E.C. received loan sanction for £85,347 for Latch- 
ford R.C. sec. mod. sch. 

Warrington,—R.D.C. propose 144 houses at Wool- 
ston, Burtonwood, Guerdley and. Great, Sankey. 

Warwick.—Repairs proposed .at Church of. St. 
Mary Collegiate, at £34.850. 

Wem.—R.D.C. propose further 55. houses at Shaw- 
a aati A. E. Williams, Dogpole, Shrews- 

ury). 

Windsor.—Thames Conservancy Board have 
approved a scheme for reconstruction in pre-stressed 
concrete of Old Windsor lock at an estimated cost 
of £64,000. New lock will be 179 ft. long and 
2% ft. 8 in. wide. Work to be carried out during 
1953-54. The Chief Engineer to the board is R. B. W. 
Stock, M.Inst.C.E., Reading Bridge, Reading. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted, 
+ Denotes provisienally accepted. 
¢ Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 
— accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


_ Aberdeen.—Erection of 70 houses on the Northfield 

Site, for the Scottish Special Housing Association, 
Ltd. J. Austin Bent (A.), architect, 15-19, Palmers- 
ton-pl., West End, Edinburgh: *Miller & Partners, 
Ltd., Edinburgh. _ 

Abersoch.—Extensions to Village Hall: *Arthur 
Jones Abersoch. 

Airdrie.—Erection of 22 blocks of houses at the 
Muirhead housing site, for Corporation. Harry 
Shaw, Master of Works, Municipal Offices, Airdrie. 
Excavation, brick, building and allied works: 
*Loudon & Inglis, Ltd., Coatbridge, £43,377; plaster. 
lathing, cement and allied works: *Archibald 
MacKellar, Ltd., Glasgow, £4,353; roof tiling, rough 
casting and allied works: *John Young, Ltd., Bells- 
hill, £6,852; joinery, carpentry and allied works: 
*William Louden & Son, Ltd., Cleland, £30,833; 
poles decorating and allied works: *Alexander 

ryson, Bellshill, £2,561; electrical fittings, instal- 
lation and allied works: *Inglis & Brown, Ltd., 
New. Stevenson, £3,152; plumbing, sanitary engi- 
neering and allied works: *David Kirk, Ltd., 
Coatbridge, £14,850. 

Annfield Plain—Work has started on the erection 
of R.C. church and presbytery. Architect, Robert 
Burke, Lambton House, Lambton-rd.; Jesmond, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne: *Thomas Curry & Son, Meldon- 
st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

'_Ayr.—Erection of 38 Corporation houses at the 
a peeses ~*~ Moped O’Brien, Municipal- 
chbrs., High-st., Sandgate, Ayr: *Weir Housin 
Corporation, Ltd., Coatbridge. ‘ . 

Birmingham.—Erection of Moor Green prim. sch.. 
for E.C.: *Morris & Jacombs, Ltd., 71, Hobmoor- 
rd., nanan. gy ges 

iste.—Erection of new inn at Harraby, for the 
State Management Scheme, Home Office, London. 
Plans by Home Office Architects’ Dept.: *John 
= & aoe cational. hack ng 
rmunnock.—Erection of housing scheme at the 
Public site, for Lanarkshire C.C. “samuel MacColl 
(F.), architect, County-chbrs., Beck ford-st.. 
Hamilton West. 
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£25,272; carpentry, joinery, glazing and allied 
works: *Thomas Hamilton & Son, Ltd., Stonehouse, 
£16, 741 ; era roughcasting “and allied works: 
*A. C. Whyte & Co., Lid., Glasgow, £3,311; plumb- 
in Sanitary engineering and © allied 
“Thomas \M. Simpsen, Ltd., Blantyre, £5,937; 
plaster, lathing, cement and allied works: *Archi- 
bald MacKellar, Ltd., Glasgow, £2,100; electrical 
fittings, installation and allied’ works: ‘Inglis & 
Brown, Ltd., New Stevenson, £2,634; painting, de- 


works: 


corating and allied works: *A. MacCrachen, 
Hamilton, £1,366. 
Colwyn Bay.—Chapel at St. Mary’s College, 
4 -rd., Rhos, for T.C.: “Tf. Alun Hughes, Rhos- 
n-Sea, £8,000 4 
Coventry.—20 houses at Blackberry -la., for T.C.: 
*Direct Labour, £31,654; eight bungalows, 13 


recat 5 oh flats at Manor House estate: “Higgs 
& Hi 

Cricklade and Wootton Bassett. —Erection of 40 
dueaee and site works at various sites, for R.D.C. 

C. Grindley, A.M.LC.E., E. & S., Council Offices, 
Wooiten Bassett ; 24 houses and 6 bunga! ows, *Build- 
ing and Public Works Construction Co., Ltd., 
Headlands- gr., Swindon, £34,364 and £7,705; 10 
houses, *Wallis & Co., ‘High- st., Wootton Bassett, 
£9,240 and £6,086. 

Derbyshire.—Construction of foundations and 
aquaducts for a new electrical power station at 
Castle Donnington. The consulting engineers are 
Freeman, Fox “& Partners: *Taylor Woodrow Con- 
struction, Ltd., £1,500,000 approx. 

Devizes (Wilts). —20 houses at Sandleaze, Wor- 
ton, for R.D.C.: *Reema_ Construction, Ltd., 
£20,040; 16 houses at Se mp ny" la., All Cannings : 
*Reema Construction, Ltd., £23,010. 

Eastbourne.—18 flats at Langney estate, for B.C. 


Raymond Williams, B.Sc. : Te 3 
Saffron-rd. Quantities by Martin & Martin: “Ww. J. 
Brooker & Sons, Ltd., 8, Terminus-pl., Eastbourne, 


£28,169. : 

East Ham.—Erection of 99 houses at Ingrave, 
near Brentwood, for B Chief Housing Officer : 
*Token Construction Co.,. Ltd., 48, Albemarle-st., 
London, W.1, £152,585. 

Edinburgh. —Erection of 185 houses at the Clear- 
miston housing site. for Pg orem John A. -W. 
Grant FF.) architect, 36, Melville-st., Edinburgh. 
Robert T. B. Gilray, F.R.I.CS., ee surveyor, 
60, Castle- a West End, Edinburgh acTaggart 
& Mickle, Lid., Glasgow and Edinburgh 


Evesham.—Sec. mod. sch. at Pour Pools: la., for 
vow E.: *Espley & Co., Lid., 77, Highrst., 
vesham. 


Glasgow.—Erection of new welfare buildings at 
Dalsholm-rd,, Maryhill, for Falkirk, Ltd. Thomas 
J. Beveridge & Dallachy (A. & A.), architects, 248, 
West George-st., Glasgow : *Andrew A. Dickson, 
Ltd., Giasgow. 

Hammersmith.—Erection of 12 ms on site of 
911 and 29-33, Macfarlane-rd., W.12: *A. N. Coles 
(Contractors), Ltd., £24,178. 

Hendon. —Erection of 12 flats on 26 site ae 
35, Holders Hill Circus, for B.C.: ryant & 
Son, Ltd., £25,396. 

Huyton-with-Roby.—34 houses at St. John’s-rd. 


feante, Basens | schaine, for U.D.C. H. K. Pilking- 
on, E. 
Sydney os vg Formby ... vi £49,387 
G. W. Sealéy, Ltd., | reat at 48,071 
Davies and Williams, Ltd., Live 1,14 ... 46,899 
Peak Construction Co., Lid., Birkenhead ... 45,408 
Direct Labour a Ee 
"Albert on 29, Tynwald-hill, Liver- 

pool, 44,142 


pen A —Frection of 15. fiats at Silchester- 
rd. (Nos. 74-82), Oldham-rd. (No. 11), Walmer- 
mews (Nos. 1-4): *R. Mansell, Ltd., £30,960 ; eight 
~~ at Trebovir-rd. (Nos. 10-14) : “R. Mansell, Lid., 
17 


396. 

Leeds.—210 “ Airey” a7 at Swarcliffe, 
T.C.: *Wm. Airey & Son, Leeds, £281,984; 
194 at Beechwood Seacroft: ‘She Butterley Co., 
Ltd.. Ripley, £261,544 

Leyton. —18 flats at Grange Park-rd. site, » ior B. Cc. 


for 


J. W. Russell, A. ng Inst.C.E., M.I.Mun & 
8. Quantities by E Spriggs Pariners: a 
Wallis & Stanley, ‘Ltd., .-- £35,441 
Cawood, Wharton & Co, ‘ud SET 33,543 
R. Harrison, E.7_... pe pa 32,660 
J. Argue, Lid., E7 32,305 
Davies e- (Buckhurst Hin), ‘Ltd., “Buck 
o's i 30,916 
ya Swaffer. “Lita., feel . 30,900 
Rees & Co., Ltd., S.E.16 . aus . 30,455 
bags = a: ‘Jerram, Ltd., ef. . 30,34 
. Clements, E.11 . 30,107 
. H. Young (Leyton), Ltd., Ba 29,978 
. “Paine & Sons, 690, Lea Bridge-rd. “B.10... 29,000 


Leyt eae, maisonettes and ee Park Grove-rd., 
tor BC, J. W. Russell, A.M.Inst C.E., 1.Mun.E., 
B.E. & S. Quantities by Northcroft, Neighbour & 
Nicholson ;— 


one & Co, Ltd., §.E.1 £52,348 

. Rowney & ‘ag ‘vid, 8B. 51,499 

i Tse ottes Ltd. 50,751 

8. B Budge & Co., Pisisiow, ‘Bs | 50,544 

William J. Jerram, ast Ham, Bs 50,435 
*Davies Bros. (Buckhurst Hill), 167, 

Queen’s-rd., Buckhurst Hill . 49,000 


Liverpool. —Erection of 116 three-storey “flats, 25 
houses and six shops in Evelyn-st., for the City 
Council: *Peak Construction Co.. Ltd. Erection of 
48 flats for City Council: Direct Labour, £91,500. 

Liverpool.—New X-ray department at Sefton Gen. 
Hospital, for Reg. Hospital Brd.: *W. Tomkinson & 
Sons, Ltd., 7, Gt. Newton-st., Liverpool, £10,234. 
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{London (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts 
placed by Civil Hngineer-in-Chief’s Department, 
Admiralty :— 

Harwich: Reconstruction of slipway, W. & C. 


French, Ltd., 50, Epping New-rd., Buckhurst Hill, 
Essex, Cobham, Surre Alterations and additions 
to laboratories, Mr. E. Hounson, 119, Anyards- 
rd., Cobham, Surrey. ‘Wesiowae Cladding and 


glazing building, James Chandler (Lewes), Ltd., 
Friars Walk, wes, Sussex. 

{London (Air Ministry). —Contracts to value of 
£500 or over for week ended November 8 :— 

Construction of runways, ete,, Sir Alfred McAlpine 
& Son, Ltd., Wirral, Cheshire. Construction of 
runways and building work: Farrans, Ltd., Edin- 
burgh. Building alterations: Downing Rudman and 
Bent, Ltd., Chippenham, Wilts. Building work: 
John Laing & Son, Ltd., London, N.W.7; Haymills 
(Contractors), Ltd., London, W5; F. Rendell 
Sons, Ltd., Devizes, Wilts. Resurfacing work : 
Wirksworth Quarries, Ltd., London, N.1. Extension 
of sewage works: F. Re ndell & Sons, Ltd., Devizes, 
Wilts. General maintenance work: A. C. Billings & 
Sons, Ltd., Stow-on-the-Wold, Glos. 

L.¢.C.—Improvements to sanitary accommodation 
at Rushey Green sch., Plassey-rd., S.E.6: *Jones and 
Feasey, Ltd., 77-79, Rushey Green, Catford, S.E.6, 
and not as published in our issue of November 7. 

London (Metropolitan Police).—_Metropolitan 
Police building work. Contracts over £3,000 :— 

Part reconstruction and extension of Lewisham 
district garage workshops, Henry Kent 
(Builders), Ltd., £11,998. Erection of 6 flats and 
6 maisonettes at ay a Clifton-gdns., W.9, Richard 
Costain, Ltd., £25, 

{London cn 2.W.).—Contracts placed by M.o.W. 
during week ended November 1: 

Lontin : New Rae ome Offices, Whitehall, 
S.W.1, garden ‘layout and erection of statue, Higgs 
and Hill, Ltd., Crown Works, South Lambeth-rd., 
S.W.8; Land Registry Building, Lincolns Inn Fields, 
W.C.2. internal painting, J. . Green, Ltd., 171, 
Graham-rd., S.W.19; Westminster Abbey, §.W.1, 
temporary Coronation stands, John Mowlem & Co., 
Ltd., 91, Bbury Bridge-rd., S.W.1. Berkshire: Cattle 
Market, Reading, erection of M/Food small animal 
abattoirs, Harry Russell, Ltd., Reading-rd., Wood 
ley, nr. Reading. Cheshire: HP.O., Stamford New- 
rd., Altrincham, structural alterations, W. Lt mesg ¢ 
& Sons (Salford), ee Eccles New-rd., Salford, 

arwickshire: N.S.H.C. Chace Hostel, wy 
Coventry, nese and external painting, Whiteman 
& Son, Ltd., 43, Bayley-la., Coventry; P.O. Factory, 
Garrison-la.. ’ Birmingham, re-felting roofs, main and 
canteen blocks, Faldo Asphalte Co., d., 175, 
Hockley Hill, Birmingham ; Bin Radio Station, 
Hill Morton, Rugby, asphalting roo as) 
building, General Asphalte Co., Ltd., 56, Milk-st., 
Birmingham, 5. Yorkshire : T.0.B. St. Geo esd. 
Harrogate, surfacing 9) itumen felt roofs, 
Rubercid Co., , 708, Chester-st., Stretford, Man- 
chester. 

{London (War Dept.).— Contracts placed. by W.D. 
during week ended November 1 
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W.8. Merionethshire: Building work, R. A. Buckle, 


Lid., Prestatyn. 

Pembrokeshire : Miscellaneous, Geo. Linnecor & 
Son, Ltd., Birmingham. Lancashire : Painting and 
decorating, . J. Wood (Bui.ding Renovators), 
Ltd., Manchester. Hampshire: Roofing work, M. 
Hill, Ltd., Bedhampton. Berkshire: Water proofing 
to store sheds, Bitumen Industries, Ltd., Slough. 


Hampshire : Steam heating, Clark Hunt & Co., Ltd.. 
Enfield. 


Longbenton.—Erection of 2,246 dwellings, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne City Council: ‘Sir 
McAlpine & Son. 


for 
Robert 


Lytham St. Anne’s.—Further 12 houses at Black- 
pool-rd., for T.C.: *P. 8. Uttley, Ltd., Kilnhouses 
Estate, St. Annes, £16,063. 


eerirn 3 police houses on southern side of 
city, for T.C.: . M. Matheson, Ltd., Manchester. 

Manchester. ee of 19 houses at Charlestown 
(Contract 162B), for T.C.: “Simms, Son & Cooke, 
Ltd., Nottingham. 

Manchester.—Adaptation of ‘Summerhill,’ 60, 
Palatine-rd., Didsbury, as a hostel for boys: *R. & 
J. Willan, Ltd., Sale, Cheshire. 

Manchester.—New central stores at Newholme, 
for T.C.:.*A. Hodkinson, Ltd., Manchester. 

Manchester.—Additional classrooms at Woodhouse 
Park. and Oldwood prim. schs.: *F. J. Gibson 
(Builders), Ltd., Wilmslow; additional classrooms 
at Chorlton gram. sch. for boys: *Bristol Aeroplane 
Co., Ltd., Bristol. 

Morley.—26 bungalows on two sites, for B.C. 

. H. Brook, A.R.1.B.: Housing Director: 
*Ei ndley Bros., Commercial-st., Morley, £25,531. 

Newbury.—Erection of 26 houses at Northfield-rd. 
site, Thatcham, for R.D.C. Eric G. V. Hives, 
L.RILB. ye chartered architect, 3, Cork-st., Read- 
ing. Quantities by Henry Cooper & Sons, 6, The 
Forbury, Reading: *Newbury & District Association 
of Building Trades Employers, £34,741. 
ic nie ea te “1-4 of Langdale 
ety. prim. jun. sc or B.C.: *R. Nabney, Harts- 
hill-rd., Stoke- on-Trent, £48,811. 4 

N. Ireland Hsg. Trust.—29% dwellings at Falls: 
*Jas. Logan & Sons, Ballyclare. 

Oldham.—Conversion of former tram depot inte 
*Armitage Units, Ltd., 


Oldham.—Second stage of Limehurst prim. sch. 
for E.C.: *James Hartley & Son, Ltd., Chadderton: 
alterations * Derker sch.: *Whitworth Whit- 
taker, Ltd., Oldham. 

Oldham. — Adaptations at Freehole inf. sch., for 
E.C. Excavating, concreting, drainlaying and 
bricklaying : *Pemberton & Lawton, Ltd.; carpenter 

Lg & Adams, Ltd.; pidmber and 


£25,000 approx. 


and joiner: 
glazier: *Mr. H. L. Broadbent; painter and decora- 
tor: *Mayall & ‘Perrins, Ltd. (All of Oldham.) 

Rayleigh —34 houses for U.D.C. Gerald Shen- 
stone & Partners, architects 34, Bloomsbury-sq., 
London, W.C.1: *G. 8. Wiggins & Sons, Hart-rd., 
Thundersley, Essex, £41,812. 

Salsburgh.—Erection of a scheme of houses at 
the Craighead Housing site, for Lanarkshire C.C. 
Samuel MacColl (A.), architect, County-chbrs., 
Beckford-st., Hamilton West. Excavation, brick, 
building and allied works: *James Paterson & 
Son, Ltd., Holytown, £21,501; carpentry, joinery, 
lazing and allied ’ works: *Samue! Maclilroy 

Iishill, £12,760; reehtteee, eae 2 tage and 
allied works: *A. C. Wh hyte & Co. Glasgow, 
£3,129; plaster, lathing, a and villied works : 
*William B. Main & Co., Ltd., Armadale, £1,977; 
electrical fittings, installation and allied works: 
‘Inglis & Brown, Ltd., New Stevenson, £2,479; 
—. decorating and allied works: *Alexander 

ryson, Bellshill, £1,214; plumbing, sanitary engi- 
neering and allied works: *Robert craig, Dymnock 

& Co., Ltd.. Motherwell-Wishaw, £5,44 

Scottish Special Housing ye Ba vn Ltd.—Con- 
tracts placed between September 23 and October 22. 

Site Servicing. 

Auchleeks, Perthshire (6 Hall), W. Duff & Sons, 
Strathtay, Perthshire, water supply and drainage. 
House Erection. 

Hilton-rd., Alloa (6 Trad. and garages), T. O. 
Pearson, Old Bridge-st., Alloa, carpenter and 
joiner. Galashiels (30 Cruden), Scottish Gas Board, 
a ~' services; S.E. Scotland Electricity 
Board, High- Galashiels, electricity services. 
Newhiearanes 08 Various), §.E. Scotland Elec- 
tricity Board, 22, High-st.. Masselburgh, electricity 
Auchenback (52 Miller), Scottish Gas 

Board, Barrhead, gas_ services. Dalneigh (44 
Dunedin), North of Scotland Hydro Electric Board, 
South-st., Elgin, electricity services. 

Valley-gdns., Kirkcaldy (26 Trad.), John Reid & 
Sons, Crossgates, Fife, carpenter and joiner; A. 
Thompson & Co., Ltd.. 41, Inglis-st., Dunfermline, 
plumber ; Anthony Galloway, Gowanbrae-rd., Dunferm- 
line, plasterer; Peter Kelly & Sons, 33, Brunswick-st., 
Edinburgh, tiler and roughcast; Neil Nicholson, 12, 
Whytehouse-ave., Kirkcaldy, painter; Boyne, Smith 
& Wyllie, 22, Nelson-st.., Edinburgh, electrical; 
James Thow, Ltd:, 33, George-st., Ar. glazier. 

Calton, Cam beltown (50 Dunedin), N. of S. Hydro 
Electric Board, 16, Rothesay-er.. Edinburgh, elec- 
trica] services. Newmains (56 Atholl), Scottish Gas 


Board, 185, Merry-st., Motherwell, gas_ services. 
Falside-rd., Bothwell (10 Trad.), The Neuchatel 
Asphalte Co., Ltd., Glasgow, floor finishing. Fraser- 


burgh (3% Trad.), N. of S Hydro Electric Board, 
Elgin, electrica] services. Hilton-rd., Alloa (6 Trad.), 
G. Henderson & Son, 1, Park-st., Stirling, painter. 
Lomond-rd., Balloch (4 Trad.). The Neuchatel 


Asphalte Co.. Ltd., Glasgow. floor finishing. Gore- 
bridge (36 Dunedin), Scottish Gas Board, Calton 
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Hill, Edinburgh, gas services, Newtongrange (169 
No-fines), Scottish Gas Board, Calton Hill, Edin- 
burgh, gas services. Northfield, Aberdeen (70 No- 








UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


THE LARGEST INDIVIDUALLY 
REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISATION 
IN THE KINGDOM 


ENROL NOW 
SUBSCRIPTION £5.5.0 pa. 


London Region—37 Areas 
And over 100 Provincial Branches 


Phone or write: 


SECRETARY, 
26 GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 
Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams: ** EFEMBE, Holb, London” 


The Address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 





THE BUILDER 


fines, 30 On-site), Miller & Partners, Edinburgh, all 
trades. Northfield, Aberdeen (100 No-lines), Geo. Wim- 
pey a Co., Ltd., 37, Drumsheugh-gdns., Edinburgh, all 
trades. Valley “gdns., Kirkcaldy (26 Trad. ), Scottish 
Gas Board, Links-st., Kirkcaldy, gas services. 
Dalneigh (44 Dasellal, Scottish Gas a gt ea 
Area, Inverness, gas services. Falside, Bathgate 
(50 ae y, 50 Dunedin), S.E. Scotland Electricity 
Board, Stirling. electricity services. Whiteside, 
Bathgate (72 Dunedin), S.E. Scotland Electricity 
Board, Stirling, electricity services. Pinkie Mains, 
Musselburgh (200 Various), §8.E. Scotland Electricity 
Board, Musgelburgh, electrical] services. -H.A. 
office premises, Jas. Ingleton & Co., Ltd., 168, 
George-st., Glasgow, supply and installation of 
water heater. 

South Shields.—Erection of a liquid oxygen 
house at the shipyard of J. Readhead & 
*Thornton & Co., Porchester-st., South Shields. 

Sunderland.—Erection of 52 houses on the Vicar- 
age Farm site, Silksworth, for R.D.C.: “Direct 
Labour. 

Tipton.—22 houses at Rg oy ave. and 16 at 
Barton-ave., for T.C.: Webb (Builders), Ltd. 

Wakefield.—12 flats at "diene st., for T.C.: “ay. 
Boot & Sons, Ltd., Sheffield ; 10 houses at Windhiil- 
rd., for T.C.: *Direct Labour. 

Walisend.—Extensions and internal improvements 
at the works of the Thermal Syndicate Co., Walls- 
end. Architects, L. J. Couves & Partners, Carliol 
oo Newcastle: *P. Edwards, 23, Back Causey- 

, Gosforth, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

“Meee. —Phase “A” of the Warwick-way 

housing scheme, for City ae: — 


lant 
ons : 


Prestige & Co., Ltd: ... ; er 949 
Trollope & Colis, See ter Bi ... 515,643 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd. «. te ... 508.472 
Richard Costain, Ltd. ... 607,200 
G. E. Wallis & Sons, Ltd. . 497,869 
Rowley Bros., Lid... ; .. 497,661 
Holloway Bros. (London), .-. 495,654 
Taylor Woodrow eee Way Mead .-» 494,452 








es 
STEEL: CRETE 


SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 
HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES 
WITH OLD OR NEW 


FLOORS 


Inspect one that has withstood 


HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 30 YEARS 


and consult 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


Savoy Sonne, bh Strand, London, W.C.2 
: TEMple Bar 5621 


Boyle's -.z,- Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 


98 HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.18 
'—‘Tel.: LADbroke 2879 











Patent 
“Alr Pump” 














November 14 1952 


J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd. ... ne 
Rush. & Tompkins, Ltd... --. 474,202 
*J..Gerrard & Sons, Lid. se - 462,960 
(After reductions. ) 

Winchester.—Houses for K.D.C. :—Six at Cheriton: 
"W. T. Fennell & Co., Ltd., £7,618; 12 houses at 
Grange-rd. estate, Hound: *C. P.C., Southampton, 
Ltd., £16,014. 

Worksop. —Four houses * Lehonten: for R.D.C.: 
*Earle & Probert, Ltd., £7, 


474,500 











FLOORING 
BLOCKS 


KILN DRIED T. & G. 


IN OAK, BEECH, LOLIONDO 
MAHOGANY MUAVE, ETC. 


STRIP FLOORING T.& G. & E.M. 


MITCHELL BROS. LTD. 


MARK STREET, LIVERPOOL 5 











BROAD-ACHESON 


CELLULAR BLOCKS 


save coal - save costs 


BROAD & CO. LTD. 4SOUTH WHARF 
LONDON, W.2 PADdington 7061. 








S—4 
THE ESSEX STEEL WA 
SCAFFOLDING cl [" 


SALES,HIRE 
ERECTION 
CRADLES 


LOUGHTON ESSEX 


TEL: LOUGHTON 5022 











WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 
STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 












































NEGUS 


: Building Contractors 





E.C.1 

















GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


BUILDERS 
CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 
Registered Office: 
61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE 
MONarch 7597-8 


LIMITED 


, Works : 
CRAYFORD BRIDGE 
KENT 
Bexley Heath 5651-4 
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